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Bifocals bring
midlife into
(fuzzy) focus

F uzzy,

Clear,

Fuzzy,

Clear.

The opticinn bends the bow of my
new glasses and osks, “How's that?
Caon you sec across the street?”

Turns out I need to wear them a lit-
tle lower on my noso, so that it's easi-
er for my cyes to make the transition,
That's whnt I'm calling these: my
transitional glasses.

. Before 1 turned 40, 1 scaffed at the
term “middie age.” I refused to have a
mid-life crisis, Then my father died, I
left o job I'd held for 10 years. My
hair started turning a rather wiry
gray. And the world’s type-size mas-
ter made a decision to downaizo,

Fuzzy.

Clenr.

“Let me see those just once more,”
the opticinn says.

These are the lenses prescribed by a
30-something eye doctor who said I
was “within the normnl age for nced-
ing bifocals.”

I cringed. .

“I should have said that different-
ly,” she snid, with a patience born of
coddling countless men and women
who have balked at moking this par-
ticular adjustment. “You're ready for
transitional lenses.”

That's what I've been calling them,
Everybady else says, “So, are thosa
your new bifocnls?”

Friends can be so cruel.

Another transition

As I luok down, 1 realize I now have
to move my head instead of just my
eyes. There's n fuzzy look to the bruis-
es my knees ncquired during last
weekend's move - another transition,

1 can better make out the words in
a book I'm reading, a self-help book
that purports to help me understand
this transitional stage of my life.

in “New Pasanges,” a follow-up to
her wiklly successful self-help tome of
the *70s, Gail Sheehy points out that
people live longer and healthier these
dnys. Men nnd women alike start new
careers or even whole new lives in
their 40y, 50s and 608, making the
most of a Second Adulthood that
could Inst another 30 to 50 years.

I would imngine this is my Second
Adultheod, hut in many ways, it feels
like my first.

Putting down roots

At 43, 1 have finally traded the
vagubond npartment life for a house,
albeit a rented one. I am trying it out
to see whether I might like to own one
someday.

1 have stopped looking so hard for
happiness and found it right where T
left it. I have learned the most about
Tove by realizing I don't understand it
atall.

1 have secn value in driving my car
until it drops from sheer exhaustion
and buying a push lawn-mower for
the exercise. Meijer and Wal-Mart
appeal to me as much as - and in
aome eases more than = Marsholl
Fields er Parisinn.

hold bud sded
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are guides to be followed, not chaing
to be worn.

Being Inte ie not a sin; neither are
an untucked blouse, an unmade bed,
gray rools or patchy lipstick.

My mother was vight when she
aaid, “If you keep a smile on your
fnce, nobedy will notice your shoes,”

Wrinkles can, but don't always, sig-
nify grace nand wisdom, tolerance and
endurance. And stretchmarks are
simply n sign of well-used skin,

So much less matters to me, but
what's Icft matters even more.

Although my cyesight and most of
my life secm to be maving daily in the
still, certnin tempo at which time
marches on, 1 have found truth in the
shadows and strength in accepting
what is uncertain,

Fuzzy,

Or clear,

Joni Hubred ia editor of the Farm-
ington Obscrver, Her ¢-mail address is
Jhubred@oc.homecomm.net.
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In 90 minutes Thuraday in a back
room at the Longacro House, Farming-
ton editor Joni Hubred was trans-
formed into a decaying zombie, com-
plete with rotting akin.

No flesh-oating disease or over-
stregsed work achedule could be
blamed for this transformation. Rather
it was tho artistic work of Jeff Ferreri,
Longacre'a program director and
teacher of an upcoming course called
Monster Makers, a pre-Halloween
offering for kids ages 8 to 12,

On four consecutive Wednesdny
evenings at the Longacre House begin-
ning Sept. 26, students will learn the
secrets of specinl effects makeup. Sim-
ple, non-toxic, inexpensive supplies will
be used to create tho illusion of old age,
injuries, monsters and aliens.

“I enjoy creating illusion,” said Fer-
rori. “I enjoy showing people things
they wouldn't normally see, Kids learn
that what they sce in the movies or on
television is exaggerated.”

Ferreri has had a lifelong possion for
mngic and make-up — both arts of illu-
sion. As o pre-teen in the era before the
Internet, he spent hours and hours
researching trade magazines nnd
library books te gnin ag much knowl-
cdge na possible.

Interested early

“1 got hooked in junior high achoal,
around 1876, If I'd been five years ear-
lier, I may have run off to Hollywood.
But I was just past the Hollywood gold
rush era when hundreds of makeup
artists wero heading to California.”

In the Detroit area where Ferreri
grew up, he honed his skills in magie
and special cffecta make-up tcchpiqu‘c

Transforming: Above, a simple
mix of food coloring, unfla-
vored gelatin and glycerin:
tools of the trade. At right, top,
Jeff Ferreri paints deep blue
circles around Joni Hubred's
eyes. At right, Joni checks out
her mirrored reflection — to the
armusement of Mary Rodrique.

nobody’ masks. This fake skin matches
your face.” .

Ferreri's wife is a drama teacher in
Wayne-Westland Schools, and he
assista her by doing the make-up for

enough to make it pay ofl
ly. He's performed as a magician for
corporate clients including General
Motors and Ford Motor companies, pri-
vate parties and city-sponsored events
in Detroit, Royal Oak, Huntington
Woods, Berkley and Novi,

He's nlso performed as a clown since
1882. In addition to the special effects
make-up classes he has taught for both
kids and adults, he’s led courscs in
drawing, painting, sculpting and other
artistic endeavers at Longacre House
and other venues, including the Boys
and Girls Club.

As Ferreri talked, he worked
methedically on his live model. Joni's
face was a human canvas. With items
available at any grocery store ~ food
coloring and unflavored gelatin — he
created n rough-textured fake skin for
n foundation lnyer.

“Novelty shops sell the ‘one size fits

high school prod This year, the
fall play is “Hamlet,” and he knows the
young actors will appreciate his grue-
some caricatures. Ferreri also does cus-
tom make-up jobs around Halloween

and for aci-fi conventions. Many of his .
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good facial masks because “it acts as a
sponge.”
“As n moke-up artist, you are an

clients have won prizgs’lut 4 par-

ties for his f-0-H

3t and o sciel You must
d d bone structure.”

He calls Dick Smith, author of Do-it-
yourself Monster Make-up, “the Ein.
stein of make-up and 'my mentor. He
hns a course for kids that's the indus-
try bible.”

Ferreri said his make.up.course for
kids stresses safety. That means you
don’t use Super-Glue to monke a fake
nose stick to your real skin, he said.

“The medical industry has given us a
lot of the stuff we use. Things aren't
usually made specifically for make-up.
Even fonm latex was invented for the
auto industry.”

He snid foam Intex doesn’t moke

Blue on blue

Ferreri worked with a palette of col-
ors to create a face mask using several
shades of blue on his subject, Joni, who
sat motionless through the process.
There were dark blue circles around
the eyes, medium blue across the neck
and checks and lighter tones across the
forchead and chin. The foundation
gave it a bumpy look.

He tore a small circle of the fake
foundation skin off Joni's forchead and
painted the area white and then yellow
to look like her skull, Fake blood made
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from corn syrup and red food coloring
filled the edge, giving it more depth
and gore. Finally he used n thin brush
and black paint to create wrinkles and
incs.

“I don't let my subjects sce the
results until the end. I love the startled
‘wow!’ effect,” he eaid.

As for Joni, finally catching a
glimpse of her transfurmed self in a
large round mirror in a'corner of the
room, n short terrified shrick was
quickly followed by “Oh. 1 like that.”

Monster Makers runs from 6:15-7:15
pan. Sept. 26 through Oct. 17. Cost is
849, plus S6 materials fee. To register,
call the Longacre House at 477-8404.

St. Clare Church launches expansion
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Good fit: Father Fred Klettner tries on his personalized construc-

tion hardhat.

Breaking ground:
Fr. Fred tosses the
first shovel of dirt
at the ground-
breaking for the
new building. Pro-
Ject manager Samy
Naggar, archdioce-
san director of
building Cheryl
Eagan, parish
council president
Carol Romero,
architect John Dzi-
urman and gener-
al contractor Bill
McCarthy join in
the festivities.

The Rev, Fred Klettner, pastor of St.
Clare of Assisi in Farmington Hills,
presided over a ground-breaking cere-
mony at the church on West 10 Mile on
Sundny, Sept. 9.

The $1 million project will enlarge
the church’s gathering space by about
100 square feet. The ceiling will be
raised as will o portion of the nave
above the nltar where a stained glass
window will be instalied.

Rainy weather didn't stop n large
crowd from attending the ground-
breaking ceremony, including Cheryl
Eagan, director of buidling for the
Archdiocese of Detroit, John Dziurman

Mary Rodrique, Editor 248-477-5450

Talk: Fr. Fred at left,
talks with parishioner
Rosalie Hebeler,

and Samy Naggar of the
architectural firm of John
Dziurman Ine., general con-
tractor Bill McCarthy of
McCarthy Inc., ar well as
parishioners of the Romnn
Catholic parish.

Other changes planned
include repositioning the
altar and the pews so that
the privst and congregation can be in
closer proximity. A Eucharistic chapel
for private adoration. n meditation gar-
den and a bell tower with landseaping
enhancements are included. A new
cleetronic organ, a cry room and a
multi-purpose preparation room are
also in the plan. Completion is sched-
uled for early 2002, More than 300

familivs are registered at St, Clare,

View: Amy Hallochak, 7, stays
dry and watches the ground-
breaking through the window.




