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“I am distraught like every
American, like every human
being in the world that has
feclings and has humanity in
their heart."

Helen Haobib, program coar-
dinator with Qakland Com-
munity College, was among
Farmington area residents of
Arabic heritage ing to the

Arab-Americans concerned

bilingual director and member
of tho Farmington-Farming-
ton Hills Multiracial, Multi-
cultural Council.

“There is nothing in our reli-
gion or our culture that calla
for this,” Hadad said. “Instend
of ndvancing their cause they
arc destruying their cause. I'm
completely outraged.

“] just hope that people rec-
ognize that this is n dl_v'orso

World Trade Center and Pon-
tagon attacks Tueaday.

National news reports have
aired speculation that the
attack was orchostrated by
Osame bin Laden, & Saudi
Arabion dissident.

Haubib snid she is concerned
about nnyone who would rush
to judge nll people of Arabic
background. “They cannot pin-’
point every Arabic speaking
person, We're all innocent peo-
plo trying to conduct our life.

“I am more of an American
than Arab,” she said,

“I think my reaction would
be one of outrage at & criminal
act perpetuated by criminals
which has nothing to do with
religion or othnic back-
ground,” anid Samir Hadad,
Farmington Public Schools

. Your

had nothing to do with this in
any shape, we are as outraged
as other people. I hope people
don't tnke their rage-out on
innocont peaple.”

Habib said that after the
Oklahoma City bombing, it
was disturbing that people
rushed to assign blame to
Arab terrorists; particularly
when the actunl bombers were
not of Arab descent.

“Unfortunately we were
unjustly labeled that an Arab
waa doing that. I'm not saying
*Thank god it wasn't an Arab’
or anything. A human life is
very dear. My heart gocs out
to dnughters, sistors, hus-
bands, friends.

“These arc innocent
bystanders; these are mar-
tyrs.”

-

ReaCtiOII from page Al

Closed:
Qakland
Community
College shut
down after
Tuesday’s
terrorist
attacks in
New York,
and Wash-
inglon.
Activities
throughout
both cities
were can-

BiL DRESUM

bought small hand-held TVs
after_the. attack, to keep up with
news reports. -

Speaking of staff nnd cus-
tomers, Kelel snid, “People are
?bsnlutcly, positively speech-
esa.”

A replny of the second plane
crash into the World Trade Cen-
ter reveals debris — and bodies —
falling from the still standing
tower.

“Look at the people,” snid Jes-
sica Tama, another store
employee. “It's pretty scary, all
these people dying for no rea-
son.”

“] have a friend who just
moved there two weeks ago. I
have no iden what's happened to
them,” said the Farmington Hills
resident.

As the tragedy continued to
unfold Thursday, Farmington
Hills Police Officer James Kase
pulled his patrol car into the
Hatsted Village shopping center,
and stopped at Paulson’s Audio
& Video. In short-slceve uniform
shirt, appropriate for the warm
late-summer day, he faced a

bank of high-definition TVs’

along with 8 half-dozon store
employces and customers.

“Listening to it on the radio, it
didn't give it justice,” Kase
explained.

Blood drive

14 4
18

Firefighters

Earmington Hills Fire Chief
Rich Marinucci ind some stafl
members by enrly Tuesday after-
noon had heard of estimates that
around 200 firefighters could
have died in the Trade Center
attack.

“It's nlmost surreal; you just
cant comprehend it,” he aaid.
“It'a just something everyone is
trying to find out. It's way
beyond everyone's comprehen-
sion right now. We're just trying
to mnke some sense out of it.”

Marinucci said firefighters
would likely have made their
way up stainwells after the first
airplone hit. “Then the second
one (tower) gets hit, then the
first one collapses, then the scc-
ond one.”

He said it was uniikely that o
major enil for fireTighters would
come from New York City, as
that region is well staffed with
trained firefighters. Farmington,
Hills Police Chief Bill Dwyer
said if n request for emergency
police assistance, his department
would hanor it.

At about 3 p.m., Michael
Klawenden took a short brenk
from cutting hair at the Kornor
Barbers on Grand River down-
town. He said the reaction from
cuatomera *is mostly just shock.”

“I'm kind of surprised some-
thing like this _didn't happen

ing a blood drive from 6:30 a.m.
to 5:30 p.m. Friday, Sept. 14.
Hospital spokeswomnan Nancy
Dumns said the bloed drive had
already been scheduled, adding,
“We've roceived a lot of calls
from the community. We're
expecting much bronder partici-
pation.” '

Botsford and hospitals acrosa
the country have been agked by
the American Hospital Associn-
tion and American Medical Asgo-
ciation to contribute supplica
and potential volunteers, “We're
locking at what’s needed,”
Dumas said.

Botsford Chaplain Andrea
Teeple performed a brief prayer
service in memory of the victims
at noon and 3 p.m. Tuesday.

“We'ro got a couple of extra
‘['Vs in public arcas so people can
get information,” Dumas said.
“The chaplain is available all
day today for employecs and
patienta who are having trouble
coping with this devustating

news. .
The City of Farmington Hills
i ration led sched-

sooner,” Kl anid. As the
afternoon of the tragedy
unwound, “It's more of a wait
and see attitude. You don't know
where to channel your anger nt
this,” ho said.

Daniel Ko of Living Health
Foods didnt have a TV on in his
store, but he learned of the
tragedy from n customer. "1 can't
believe it happened basically;
just the innocent peoplo that die.
They shouldn't do that to inno-
cent people.”

_“I'm aure thoy'l? find out who
did it,” he added.

Dagwoods Deli manager Chris
Burger said of customers,
“Poday, they're quiot. Protty
much shock and anger would be
my reaction.”

*We've had some cstering can-
celed. That’s bocause people
can’t mnko {t here from out of
town,” he said. Employee Kerrie
Otto said she waa worried about

_her boyfriend who works sccuri-
ty at Metro Airport.

“7 A hnnd-written sign greeted
Starbucks customora Tuesday
afternoon nt the Grand River

uled Tucsdny evening activities
at ¢ity ball and the Costic Activi-
ties Center.

“:.l:‘i‘uo to events of the.day we
are closed. Will reopen normally
tomorrow - Manngement.”

Shock, sadness set in as cities grind to a halt

BY JON! HUBRED
BTAYFP
Jjhubred@oo.homecomm.not

“This ia beyond belief.”

“Unbelievable.”

“It's ng though the world has
come to o standstilt.”

Time soemed to stop Tuesday
morning in the Farmington/
Farmington Hills arca and
across the United States as
Americans watched and waited
to learn moro about horrifying
terrorist attacks in New York
and Washington, D.C.

By noon, Farmington Public
Schools were locked down,
eventa in both communitiea had

help get materinls together...and
get statements written.”

Marx seid companies were
closing stores and business
meetings planned for the day
had been put on hold.

“There is no agenda todoy but
sadness,” he said.

As was the case in many firms,
employees were gathered in con-
ference rooms, watching events
unfold on television.

Capitol’s vulnerable

For John Akouri, who recently
Ieft his job as press nide to Con-
gressman Joseph Knotlenberg to
run for state Senate, the images

been canceled and b ;
dont

of the di at the P
were hi

ground to a halt as r
tried to come to grips with the
loss of thousands of lives after
planes crashed inte the World
Trade Center and the Pentagon.

“The feeling is how can you
think about anything else,” said
Fred Marx of Marx Layne, 8
public relationa firm whose
client ligt includes firma directly
and indirectly affected by the
attack. “Wo've sent people over
to help clicnts — and even people
who aren't clients, who wo've
done work for in the past — to

Schools

“Washington is basically a
fortress,” he said. *It's very
unsettling knowing a city I
worked in for several years could
be facing such devastation.”
However, Akouri knows the
nation's capitol is vulnerable.
“They are still structural
buildings that have been intact
for several hundred years,”
Akouri said. “I think we've found
today anything is vulnerablo.
Washington, D,C. hos always
been open to the public. To be

Comfort:
Parent Nina
Bibicoff vol-
unteered to
come in and
help however
she could at
North Farm-
ington High
School Tues-
day.
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able to see someone penctrate
that basically says that terror-
ism will find you. I can't imagine
theo massive loss of life.”

How to handle terror

Psychologist John Cotter, who
serves on the Call To Action
community coalition and works
through Farmington Hills Coun-
seling Service, said Americans
have become de-sensitized to the
word “terrorism.”

“The intent of terroriam is to
terrorize,” he said, "How do peo-
ple reapond to terror? They feel
helpless, out of control, vulnera-
ble. It creates fear and anxiety.”

While the attack has been
compared to Pearl Harboar, he
anid, the perpetrator in this case
hasn't yet been identified. *This
is o 1 facel entity.

matic or extreme. “Weo nro.nll

victims of an act of terrorism,
Cotter also urged parents to

remember that children will

receive information nbout the:

events and come to conclusions . *:
and crente iaterpretations of --

what this means to them. “The -~

younger they are, the more fun-
tostic those conclusions are.
Make sure you get them to talk
about their fears and reassure
them over and over.”

‘While a number of community
and schoo) events were canceled
Tuesday, the Multicultural/Mul-
tiracial Community Council’s
plans for its annual Heritage
Festival remained intact. Held
Sept, 14-23, the festival includes
school and community-wide pro-
grama fc around increasing

There's no way to predict or con-
trol where or whether it could
happen again.”

That kind of psychological
warfare, he aaid, is intended to
inflict pain across the country,
not just where the attacks
occurred.

He encouraged people to talk
to each other about their fears,
cven if those feelings seem dra-

und of the many cul-
tures represented in Farmington
and Farmington Hills.

“We probably nced events like
this more than ever,” said coun-
cil co-chnirwoman Karen Bolsen.
“I, personally, along with every-
one on the council, am in nation-

al mourning. It’s just such a sad - :

event. There's no justification for
taking human lives.”

Aloks Bimbad

the cast, (tashes in her recollec-
tion.

“We have former neighbors
who worked for the Pentagon,”
she said. “We have quite a fow
friends down there.”

Parent Nina Bibicoll waited at
the school's front door wearing a
visitor pass clipped to her
blouse. “I called the school to
find out if they nceded any
‘help,” said Bibicoff, who waited
for son, Lee.

School officials told her they
welcomed parents who could

help monitor and provide a reas-
suring, adult presence, Shortly
before the dismissal bell rang
she slipped out to be a “presence
in the parking lot,” as she
explained.

Across the street, Aleks Bim-
bad, o ninth grader, prepared to
join his mother and grandmoth-
er who came to pick him up.
Intergreting a question that
asked for their reaction, Bimbod
responded that they were of
Russian descent, couldn't speak
English, and hadn't heard about

the attacks.

“The school had a lockdown,”
Bimbad eaid. “They wouldn't let
us out of classes unless there
was an announcement. I wasn't
scared, but everyone else was

. They wondered what city
or building would bo next.”

Ryan Warsh, a ninth grader, '

said he was shocked, “We went
to the media center and watched
it on TV.” Warsh said. “I couida’t
believe that the building was
blowing up.”

Brandon Leopold, a 10th grad-

er, left school “with many ques-
tions.”

“Whero was the United States

Air Force?™ Leopold said. “Where
would it happen next? I got ner-
vous and scared,”

Joe Strawinski, said simply, *1
couldn't believe it. I thought,
“We're next.” "

“It’s the saddest thing,” snid
Joy Stassinopoulos, who waited
for her son, Leo. “You wonder
what the world is coming to. You
soy, ‘God help us.'”
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