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Whalers set to begin new era with new coach, lineup:

BV C.J. RISAK

BTAFF WRITER "

[ | HOCKEY

\ The start of the Ontario Hock-
dy League inftinlly was pushed
¢p two weeks, to mid-September.,
Now, due to the tragic events of
the week, it's been delayed for o
fow days, The Plymouth
Whalers’ opener acheduled for
todny in Windsor was cancolled
and rescheduled for 8 p.m. Sun-
day, Sept. 30, in Windsor.
¢+ The home opencer, 7:30 p.m,
Saturdoy ngainst Erio, 1a still on.
+ Tho delay will probably be
Bcneﬂclnl for the Whalers, who
dould start the season with a
vory new lineup — not the way
Mike Vellucci, in his fifst yenr
coaching the Whalers, would like

8|

+ It will take us a while to
assemble thia team,” Vollucci,
who suceceds Poto DeBoer, said.
“We probably won’t know until
he day before the homo opener
(who will be on the roster).” -

: That's because a dozen
Whalers wore either drafted by

NHL teams or invited to their

* tryout camps. As of Wednesday,
seven of those players were atill
attending those comps, leaving
their future with the Whalers
VM’}' much in doubt.

! Too bad, coneidering the
Whalers have reached the OHL
finala the past two years. Last
geagon they had tho second-best
fegu]nr-sonnon secord in the
eague at 43-16-5-5.

i Matching that won't be easy.
Among the missing is Stephen
Weoiss, Plymouth's top scorer last
season with 40 goals and 47
nssists (87 points, excluding the
playoffa). Welss was drafted
fourth in Jast spring’'s NHL
Entry Draft.

““I don’t know what to expect,”
Weiss snid prior to leaving for
the two-week camp., “The main
camp should be fun,

-*Just getting sclected fourth
was quite a relief. It renlly was
something nnecml somuthmg
you never forget.”

*'Weiss has tried to prepare for
the camp, adding 17 pounds (he's
now 186), As far as coming back
ta Plymouth, which is a possibili-
ty. his feeling ere mixed. His
memories of the Whalers are
fond ones, but the NHL is his
main goal.

“The first year, cspevwliy. he
anid of his two yoars in Ply-
mouth. “We weren't even sup-
posecl to get to the playoffs.”
=:Also missing from last season’s
téam are Preston Mizzi, 27
gbals, 33 assista, and Stacey
Britstone, 24 gonls, 27 assists,
both over-nge players last year;
forwards Chad Wiseman (San
Jose), who had 28 gonls and 45
dssists last scason; Damion
Surma (Caroling), 26 goals and
33 assists; Chad LaRose
{Detroit), who had 18 goals and
soven nsgists; Tomas Kurka
{€arolina), who netted 16 gonls
and 29 assists; Karl Stewart
{Atlantn), soven goals and 14
tissists; defensoman Libor Ustr-
pul (Atlanta), three goals and 13
apsists; and goalie Rob Zepp
{€Carolina), who had n 34.18-3
y_cnrd, 1 2.26 gonls-ngainst aver-

Twisters whip -

Grizzlies, 35-0
“:Storms racked the aren last
Baturday, but the skies cleared
Tang cnough for the Wayne
County Twisters to clinch a play-
bff spot in the Lakeshore Foot-
bnll Lengue.

»:The Twistors improved to 5-1
with n 35-0 shattering of Tole-
do s Glass City Grizzlies.

% Quarterback Rob Elswick com-
pleted three of four passes for
129 yards as the Twisters racked
1p 21 first-quarter pointa.

*:One was a 78-yard TD strike
Donti Hamilton, while the
ghcr two scores were on runs of
4-and 17 yards by Jason Gibson.
I Gibson, who finished with 111
Yards on 14 carries, added an 12~
yhrd TD run later in the game.

»Jaquan Wright then added a
1—ynrd TD sweep in the final
period. He finished with 58

rda in four carries.

« Farmington's Corey Davis
Mded 81 yarda on four carrica,

2! Chuck Petitpas (Livonia) hit .

NI five extra point attompts.

=t The Twisters piled up 438
toml ynrdn, while Elswick wns 5-
o?'l for 18-

2 The Griuliu- only threat
<amo Jato in the sccond quarter
Whon they roached the 9 after

the Twisters wore penalized 80

wnrds for protesting a call,
«: Threo plays later, the

oge and n 918 save percentage.

In addition, goalie Jason
Bacashihua, signed from tho
NAHL's Chicago Freeze, was
drafted by Dallas in the first
round in June. His status is
uncertain.

Which pretty much describes
Plymouth’s outlook. Still, a few
of the other players who attend-
ed NHL camps have returned,

Among the lending returnces
is defenseman James Wisniews-
ki, from Canton, Wisniewski was
the Whalers firat draft choico in
2000, and he made his prescnce
known last scason with a solid.
first senson on the blue line. The
6-foot-11, 180-pounder finished
with six gonla and 23 assists. He
won't be eligible for the NHL
draft until next year.

Some of the better news for
Whaler fans was that Wisniews-
ki's partner on the blue line,
Cole Jarrett, will nlso be back.

Jarrett, drofted by Columhul in
the fifth round, led Whaler
defensemen in scoring with 12
goals and 38 nssists.

Other top returnees are for-
wards Kris Vernarsky (14 goala,
21 ossists), a second-round pick
by Torento; Greg Campbell (two
goals, 12 assists); Rob McBride
{16 gonls, 17 nssists); and over-
ager George Nistas (10 goals, 26
assists); defensemen Nate Kiser
(ane goal, eight assists), a fifth-
round pick of Phoenix; Andre
Robichaud (one goal, 12 nssists),

who was invited to Carolina's
camp; and Jared Newman (four
assists), o fourth-round choice of
Carolina who has an injured
shoulder; and goalie Paul Drew
(9-1-1 record, 2.42 goals-against
average, .901 snve percentage).

11 of which means Vellucei
will have to rely on his newcom-
ers, The most promising are
2001 first-round pick John
Mitchell, a center; 2001 third-
round pick Tim Sestito, a left
wing; 2001 import draft Jonas
Fiedler, a left wing from the

Czech Republic; and 2000 sev::
enth-round pick Breat Mahon, &
center. )

With such s changeover, what
can one expect from the
Whalers?

Answer: The unexpected. -

“Sarnia signed a lot of good
people,” said Vellucci, “I imagine
Windaor should be very tough.
They should be our biggest rival.’

“It all just depends on who
comes back.”

And in the Whalers® cage,
when.

bolswrl‘ng the Whalers' hopes.
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