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Our fundamental purpeses are (o enhance the fives of our readers, nurture
the hometowns we serve and contribute to the business success of our

custorners.

Ask the right questions

‘While the seven Farmington Hills city
council candidates have been fairly quiet
(dog parks notwithstanding), the clash of
swordy can already be heard in the Hills
mayoral contest.

Incumbent Nancy Bates and Ron Oliv-
erio, in his second bid for public office,
appear headed for a battle royale. What-
ever civility they achieve won't mask
their widely divergent opinions on a vari-
ety of issues, including but not limited to
the city's youth programs and the respon-
siveness of local government.

No doubt mud will be flung in both
directions, if not by candidates then by
those who support them. Emotions run
high, s they often do in local races.
(Farmington voters get a break; only the
incumbents filed.)

We urge everyone to let cooler heads
prevail, becnuse voters won't get the full
picture without calm discourse.

In the coming weeks, you'll meet the
candidates. While there are a couple of
“hot” issues, we'd like to suggest o few
questions to ask the people who want a

too much or too little?

M What would you do to encournge re-
development in older arens of the city?

W How would you make city govern-
ment, more responsive to citizens?

This is generally the time of year when
nccusations fly like so many piles of
autumn leaves, Ita casy to get buried in
them, to focus en the voices of digsension,
to re-cxamine old wounds.

But the questions that really matter
have more to do with how these folks
want to spend the money you're shelling
out and where their priorities lic when it
comes to your city's luture.

You know the answers to questions like
“Are you figcally conservative or a liberal
apender?” or “Do you value open govern-
ment?” Thoge arc no-brainers, No one is
going to come out in favor of closing
meetings or tossing tnx dollars about
willy-nilly.

That's why we urge votera to press can-
didates for specifics. Don't settle for gen-
eral, know-nothing answers, Passion and
cmhu_sin.am are wonderful qualities, but

shot at managing the ities in
which you live:

B What are your priorities for spending
the city's tax dollars?

| What items, programs or projects (if
any) do you think ought to be reduced or
climinnted from the city's budget? What
services are needed that aren’t being pro-
vided?

W Should the city be held financially
fiable when sewers back up into resi-
dents' homes?

8 Do you feel the city’s spending on
police and fire protection is appropriate,

no for knowledge, understand-
ing and n willingness to persevere.

Voting in any clection is on important
duty, but when the result strikes this
close to home, it's even more vital to
make an informed decision,

Don't worry about who's throwing
bombs, folks. We cxpect both sides will,
even if the didates tk ves stay
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B Vote yes on millage

On Tuesday, Sept. 26, voters in Onk-
land County will be asked to decide
critical apecial education and vocation-
al education issues, As ndvocates for
excellence in education, we strongly
urge you to join us in voting yes on
these issues.

As gpoeial education costs continue
1o rise at an averago rate of 9 percont
per year, funding for these programs
have nat. By voting yes on this ballot
question, Farmington would reccive
more than $3.5 million. This will offset
the recent $3.2 million budget reduc.
tion the Farmington Public Schools

calm,

Focus your attention on what's being
snid after all the explosions, Chances are,
it'll be n great denl closer to the truth.

Make way for a dog park

While the ersatz dog park at North
Farmingtan High School may be closing,
the debate over where residents with
pooches should be allowed to walk their
dogs has only just begun.

City officinls — some of whom have pets
and all of whom are decent, compassion-
ate people - and pet owners have been
measuring this issue in dollars and
cents, Council members balk at the cost
and linbility involved in maintaining a
park where dogs may cavort; tax-paying
dog owners arguc the checks they write
ought to entitle them to use parks with
ALL members of their families.

But isn't this more n public policy
issue? The heart of this debate is
whether citics should shoulder the
responsibility for providing facilities and
services for every group of citizens, from
pet owners to parents.

Farmington Hills appears well on its

way, with nfter-school programs, an ice
arenn, ball ficlds, a soccer complex, o
public swimming pool and athletic gym,
parks with cross-country ski and hiking
trails, a nature center, a center for genior
citizens and o new art gallery.

1t could be nrgued all these programs
have a well-defined public benefit, So
docs n dog park,

Frankly, we'd like to see the city pro-
vide a place for the Rovers and Spots of
this community to run free. Responsible
pet owners deserve the chance to prove
themselves, instead of being judged by
the nctions of those who don't care.

Maybe it'll mean upping the cost for a
dog license to defray costs, but wouldn't
pet owners gladiy foot that bill?

d this spring. Qur excellent
specinl education programs would be
maintained and education funds would
be restored to general education pro-
grams that benefit all atudents.

1In order to develop advanced career
preparation programs in Farmington,
and to upgrade Oakland Technical
Centers, we urge a yes vote on the
vocationn] education iesue. Did you
know that we have never had an
increase in Oakland County for voca-
tional education? It is difficuit to pre-
pare 21st century students for the
world on 1967 dollars. This millage
would also aid in fostering partner-
ships between Farmington and ather
Oakland County schools.

We all want our children to become
productive members of society. This
millage will help to achieve this gonl
for a cost of leas than 26 cents a day
for a home with a market value of
$125,000.

Please vote yos an both ballot ques.
tions Tuesday, Sept. 26.

Angile Smith
Vice-president Farmington,

We urge officials to
cooperatively with pooch owners to
resolve this issue.

Forward as free Americans

Sept. 11, 2001.

This date will burn in our collective
memory forever. On this date we lenrned
how vulnerable we are to the irrational
savagery of terrorism. On this date we
experienced the fear that has gripped so
much of the rest of world for so long. On
this date we learned the price of freedom
and the burden of world leadership.

The carcfully planned and precisely
executed attnck on the twin towera of
New York's World Trade Center and on
the Pentagon was in the worda of Presi-
dent George W. Bush, the work of “face-
Jeas cowards.” It was a premeditated
nssault on the economic and military
power of the United States.

Acrosa the Detroit area and the nation,
we watched in numbed disbelief. Even
the example of whnt happened in Okla-
homa City could not prepare us for the
magnitude and audacity of this evil act.

But out of evil we saw great evidence
of the heroism, generosity and fortitude
of the American people. Early reports
are that more than 300 New York fire-
fighters and police officers lost their lives
in an attempt to save those trapped in
the towers, Thousands of volunteers
from metro New York offered their help,
a0 many that Mayor Rudolph Giuliani
had to ask them to let the professionals
continue the grim duty.

Across Metro Detroit and the nation,
thousands of people lined up to give
blood, so many that the American Red
Cross is nuking that donors wait until
next week to make a denation. The Uni-
versity of Michigan Medical Center and
Detroit Medical Center are prepared to
send specinlly trained medical help.

But terrorism has a rippling effect.
Long after the initial act, it leaves fear,
anger and misteust.

Though most cvidence sreems to point
to the followers of Osnma bin Laden, it is
jmportant to separate the majority of
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Muslims from those who advocate and
wage terrorist attacks. The Detroit
Metro area has a large Arab-A i

PTA C il; Kimberly Heath
Legislative Chairperson
Farmington PTA Council

M Thanks for lunch

I would like to thank Fire Chief Mar-
inueei on behalf of my grandson for the
great tour nnd‘birthduy party wo had

population. They are hard working,
devoutly religious and patriotic citizens,

And despite disturbing accnes of cele-
bration among Palestinians, their leader
Yasir Arafat was visibly shaken by the
events and the majority of leaders in
Islamic communities vigorously con-
demned the acts. .

We are reminded of the hysterin that
follawed the attack of Pearl Harbor that
led to the government confiscation of
land owned by Jnpanese-Americans and
the internment of Japanese-Americans,
We must never repent that mistake. And
we also must guard ngainst personal
attacks on our fellow citizens.

This awful cvent rajses many ques-
tions about our intelligence and security
capabilities. It will be weeks and possi-
bly manths before we can sort out what
went wrong.

While we act to increase security to
prevent these kind of terrorist attacks in
the future, we must gunrd against sur-
rendering too many’of our civil liberties,
Quick polls were showing that large
majorities were willing to give up some
of our freedom to prevent terrorism. But
il we allow ourselves to be cowed by ter-
rorism and sacrifice those freedoms of
movement and expression that are
uniquely American, then terrorism will
have won a stunning victory.

Now it remaina for President Bush
and the security forces of this country to
determine witli nbsolute nssurance who
was behind these heinous acts and to
pursue justice to the ends of enrth, even
ns the president has said to thore who
knowingly harbor such monsters.

It is for alt of ue to join together an o
united country and to go forward ns free
Americans.

with the F Hills Fire
Department on Aug. 16.

We were the successful bidder for a
party for cight at the station house at
the Annual Steppingstone Auction this
past Spring. Not only was everyono at
the station wonderful but the kids
have a new and higher regard for the
firemen and their jobs.

The ride in the fire truck around
Farmington Hilla was the final and
best touch, that is after having lunch
with the chief, of course. Thanks,

Carol Levitte
Farmington Hills

B Dog park funding

This letter is in response to Denise
Moll's Sept. 6 editorial on the
makeshift dog park at North Farming-
ton High School.

One of her primary arguments
agninst this activity is that her tax dol-
lars are inndvertently supporting this
use of public property. As a dog owner
that lives in this community of many
parks, of which none permit dogs, even
on a leash, [ can nppreciate concern
over public funds.

My wife and I viow our pet as n
member of the family. Aa such, we
neck out activitics that foster the dog’s
well being. Socinlization with other
doga has helped us to rear a well~
behaved and very happy pet. An
inquiry to any vet will confirm that
when a dog is ncclimated to other dogs
they are less aggressive, less likely to
bark when encountering a new dog
and, in general, a healthier animal,

Would we prefer to visit an estab-
lished dog park in Farmington Hills as
opposed to uring the soccer field on

Sundays? Absolutely. But tho reality
thus far is that our esteemed Mayor
and City Council havo behaved as
though they do not share our viow of
the importance of such a park.

The recent public discourse oh set-
ting aside Jand for a dog park has
increased awarencss over the current

. soceer field uso, As such, the number

of dogs present on Sunday mornings
has nearly tripled. Perhaps this is o
very tangible sign that intcrest exists
in cur community for a dog park?

‘This issue has come up several times
in recent years, but lacking critical
mass, dog ownera have been casily
brushed nside or placated with plati-
tudes from City Council. No more.

If the current efforts to elect new
membera to City Council that support
a dog park fall, we will repeat the
whole process until we are satisfied
with the end result,

Randall Foutch
Farmington Hills

M Fields for athletes

1 continue to be amazed that peoplo
of good conzcience, and otherwise
upstanding citizens, would leverage
the heaith and well being of our chil-
dren merely to further their cause for
a dog park. .

1, tao, am a dog owner. I am also o
conch, a jogger, a referce, o girls soccer
team booster club member, and a par-
ent of three daughters who use the
athletic facilities at North Farmington
High School. .

As a booster club member, [ have
volunteered for the past three years to
assist the game officials, serving as the
scorer for North Farmington girls soc-
cer matches. On three separate occa-
sions, 1 have been approached by the
players and coaches of visiting tenma
advising that their players have fallen
onto dog feces:

Setting aside the significant health
iBBuEs iated with these incid
this is certainly not the memorable
experience that North Farmington
High School, the Farmington Public
School District, or the City of Farming-
ton Hills would like to advertise to vis-
itors of our pleasant community.

My daughters and I often jog around
the track and the athletic fields of
North Farmington. I have met several
of tho pet owners who frequent tho
athletic fielda, Generally, the owners
are friendly and genuinely try to pick
up after their dogs. However, far too
many make no attempt to clean up.

On far too many occasions I have
unexpectedly encountered dogs nnd
their owners at night, in the dark, run-
ning free on the fields, There was no
way to even sce the doga in the dark of
night, let alono keep track of the ani-
mnls, or clean up after them.

Any person who nsserts that merely
picking up the majority of the dog feces
is satisfnctory, should d
their conviction by rolling around in
the subject area and placing their
hands and face in the residunl aren, If
you are unwilling to make the demon-
stration, then how can you ask your
neighbor'a children to do thersame.

In all my discussions with parents of
children who attend North Farming-
ton, and those parents whosc children

use the athletic fields, I have received
an uncquivocal response that they do
not want their children playing on
fields with dog feces, Moreover, Super-
intendent C. Robert Maxfield has
clearly stated the position of the Farm-
ington School District that the ficlds
are not to bo used formally or infor-
mally ns a dog park.

1 would hope that the good con-
science of the dog owners, and their
concerns for the welfare of our chil-
dren will prevail.

Ed Hogan
Farmington Hills
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M Bates is gracious

Nancy Bates is n very non-combative ’
ond gracious mayor. When I watch her .
an television I marvel at her patience
with some citizens who are rude and
obnoxious. .

So, | was surprised to read the other
candidate for mayor said or implied
the mayor said thot he was a “bomb
thrower.” When I went back to read
the nrticle in question, all she said in .
that article was that she was not a
“bomb thrower.” Someone might want |
to tell her opponent (candidate Ron
Oliverio) that cverything isn't about
him,

The Mayor has a right to describo
her style of leadership. She offers sta-
bley thoughtful and respectful leader- *
ship and, she ia correct, she is not a
“bomb thrower.” For her opponent to
say that what she said means heis a
“bomb thrower” is immature and
pathetic, !

It is more liko someone trying to stir |
up controversy and mislead the voters.
ilis own letter tells us more about him
than anything the mayor said, or in
this cnse, did not say. NS

» Judy Antishin
Farmington Hills
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M Protect Great Lakes

I have been working to protect our
Great Lakes from directional oil and
gas drilling for several years and have -
introduced bills to ban this practice, .
Unfortunately, despite tho overwhelm-. -
ing public support for a ban, the
Republican majority of the Michigan
Legistature has refused to consider
this legislation,

On Sept. 13-14, the fight to protect
our Great Lakes takes a major turn.
The Natural Resources Commission
will be holding a public hearing on this *
issue and will likely vote on whether to
once again leasc our lake's bottom-
lands for oil and gas exploration.

1 hope your readers will contact the
commigaion and urge them not to issue”
new lenses or drilling permits.For
more information on this matter, cons '
tact my office at (888) 2PETERS or e-
mail me at SenGPeters@scnate.state.
mi.us ’

-ll-.k-ll‘»\

Gary C, Peters .

Vice Chairman

Senate Natural Resources .
Committee

Share your opinions -
We welcome letters to the .
editor, Please include your full
name, address and phone ’
number for verification. We .
may edit for clarity, space and
content. :

Mail:

Letters to the Editor
Farmington Observer
33411 Grand Rlver
Farmington, M1 48335
E-Mail: !

hubrad@oe. h

'Fax.'
248-477.9722
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