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Fall fashion
is framed

by sadness

Last week was aup-
poscd to be fashion’s
week to shine in New

e —
GUEST
COLUMNIST

York, with eight days
of runway shows
scheduled,

Even the staid New
York Times ran o
breczy front page
photo on Tuesday of
the style mokero and
fashion followers that
flood the city during
the annual Fall Fashion Week.

But Wednesday’s front page told a
very different tale.

And suddenly, fashion didn't really
matter. With the city in a state of
shock, fashinn week was virtually shut
down, with tentative plans to resched-
ule in October.

And even events closer to home were
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. affceted. The 12th Annuanl Birming-

-ham Fall Spectacular, which wus

scheduled for Wednesday in Shain
Park, was canceled.

“The tents were already up and they
had to take them down,” said Linda
Ashley, the event’s public relations
coordinator. “We didn't think that peo-
ple wanted to be festive. There's no
heart in it here.”

Karen Daskas, owner of Tender in
Birmingham, said that ber sister,
Cheryl, had an extensive line-up for
the show, but had to retrieve the eloth-
ing from the Townsend Hotel when
told the event was canceled. Tender's
fall focus is on tall boots, fur wraps,
Iots of belts, and textured and colored
tights,

The Dosknses said that many cus-

- tomers came into the store to hug and

linger when they heard about the ter-
rorist attack on the World Trade Cen-
ter and the Pentogon.

“ think they just wanted to be with
people they knew,” said Karen, And a
company Tender does business with in
Japaon offered its condolences via fax.
“They speak barely ten words of Eng-
lish, but they wrote that they hoped
that people we know are safe,” said
Karen. .

But for at least one of the Birming-
ham retailers that had planned to

} a fall line, the Ilation of
the Fall Spectacular was seen as a woy
of “giving in” to terrorista.

“This event is for a good cause. The
maney goes to children with cancer,”
said Cathy Lauri, manager of Fitigues,
located on the comer of Old Woodward
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Threads of hope

Act of buying Old Glory brings people together

and Banner in Clawson
BY NICOLE STAFFORD
STAFP WRITER
nstafford@oc.homecomm.net

Behind the Main Street storefront of American
Flag and Banner, a business that hns been selling
and making flags in metropolitan Detroit since
1917, strangers become friends.

Clutching 1 les on led boxes con-
taining nylon and cotton versions of Old Glory, they
paticntly wait in the Clawson store’s check-out line
- a queue that has spilled out the front doors, ¢ir-
¢cled the building and reached into the back parking
lot more than once during the last two days.

As they wait in line, they cannot help but con-
verse with one another; it has only been two days
since terrorists crashed planes into the World
Trade Center in New York and Pentagon in the
nation’s capital,

They share thoughts on the tragedy. TeH stories
about today's search for an American flag.

Worth the walt: Customers wait in line to purchase American flags on Thursday afternoon at American Flag

Exchange plans for tho one they are about to pur-
chase.

One man cradles an enormous flag that was
pngsed down to him by family. He carefully opens
the cnsign to show the woman standing next in
line.

*It's beautiful,” the woman says.

The line of waiting customers bond for the same
recason a steady flow of people continue to rush into
the stare. It's the same rendon retailers across met-
ropolitan Detroit are selling out of American flags
us fast as they can got them in stock. Hundreds of
miles awny from the craeh sites, local residents are
grasping for a way to pitch in, show support and
stand up for their country.

“You feel helpless. You want to do something pos-
itive,” says Jim Stewart, a Troy resident who's car-
rying a 3-by-5-foot American flag and two flagpoles.
“After the shock, I thought what can I de. I can’t go
to New York. I can’t push the rubble around. This ia
something I can do.”
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Stewart says flying the flag fostera solidarity.
“You want to unite the country and that starts with
uniting the neighborhood.”

In line, Tracey Eckenrod clutches her 18-month-
old daughter Bricana, and waits to pay for a flag
windsock and five small American flags to place in
her front yard. Most of Eckenrod's Royal Oak
neighbors have put up flags, she says, I think it hit
me yesterday, it was time to show a little pride and
sny we're American.”

Bobbi Beckett of Bloomfield Hills carries two
poles, having purchased two flags earlier in the
day, onc sct for herself and another for a neighbor,
sho tells others in line, “I told my neighbor ‘you
need a flag’ and she said thank you.

“It's the American thing to do,” she adds, her
eyes suddenly watering. “Now, L'l start crying. ...
It’s just the simplest thing we can do. They can't
use our blood, This is something that we can do.”

By the close of business, the shelves on the salcs
floor at American Fiag and Banner are almost

Where the flags are

and Maple, referring to the
Pediatric Cancer Survivors Scholar-
ship Fund. Fitigues fall line fentures
ita tendemark traditional comfortable
clothing, and a new line of holiday col-
ars is being introduced on October 10.
So far, the Birmingham Fall Spectac-
ular hasn’t been reacheduled. The
Birmingham Bloomficld Chamber,
which organizes the event that drawa
nearly a thousand gucsts, is expected
to make a decision by Monday.
But nearly 75 participants did
attend the “Best of Bridge" sportawear

- show at Saks Fifth Avenue in the Som-

eraet Collection on Thursday. The

. showing of the Fall 2001 sportswear

collection was n benefit for the Child
Abuse and Neglect Council of Oakland
County.

Cheryl Hall, the stores public rela-
tions/special events specialist said the
events of last week, including the clos-
ing of Somerset Collection in the wake
of Tuesday’s tragedy, did not pose a
deterrent.

“We called the charity to see what
the feeling was,” said Hall. And when
the sentiment was “let’s go forward,
let's move on,” Hall snid her group was

in it 100 percent,

The show featured works by Michacl

" Kors, Gueci, Dana Buchman and

Bileen Fisher, among others.

Karen Daskas said that she had just
returned from New York earlier in the
month, and was planning a buying trip
there agnin next week. The hesitation
in her voice spoke to the fact that no
one knowa when New York will be
ready to accept visitors again.

For a week that started with images
of Vuttion purses, and ended with such
unimaginablo destruction, perapective
had certainly changed for the citizens
of New York. And for the rest of the
country.

‘What a difference a doy makes.

Alice Rhein is Assistant Managing
Editor for the Eccentric Ne

B American Flag & Banner Company, 28 South Main in Clawson, (248) 288-3010, 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday-
Friday; American flags available as of Friday, Sept. 14,
mC

vy Awards & Trophy, 33409 Grand River in Farmington,
ican flags mid k and

Monday-Friday; expecting a delivery of A

order only.

order only.

N
® The Flag Shop, 65600 Schaefer Road in Dearborn, (313) 682-2720,
shipment of American flags on Mondny and Tuesday and will place customers on waiting list by phone.
M Tarnow Doors, 23701 Halsted in Farmington Hills, (248) 478-9060, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Mol
and 25-foot telescoping flag poles with an American flag,
B Lazer Images Instant Signs, 33664 Five Mile Road in Livonia, (734) 4274141, 9 a.m.
Friday; sells banners with imprints of the American flag.
W American Sign Shop, 31930 Woodward Avenue in Royal Oak, (248) 549-0095; flags available by specinl

® Amcrican Sign Shop, 29179 Northwestern Highway in Southfield, (248) 365-3320; flags available by special

* Starting Monday, American Sign Shop stores in metropolitan Dotroit will offer American flog bumper stickers
for cash donntions mado to the American Red Cross.

(248) 478-8860, 8 a.m.-5:30 p.m..
may order or reserve by phone. C v
8:30 n.m.-5 p.m. Mondny-Friday; expects V¥ in two days. He will extend hours

nday-Friday;
expect delivery next week and will take orders by phone.
-6:30 p.m. Mondny-

empty. “We are complotely out of
flags,” says co-owner Bill Miles.

“But I have a truck coming out
from Newark tonight. He'll bo here ot
about five tomorrow morning.”

Miles says he can’t predict how long
the supply will last - he's gone
through two months worth of invento-

o and open for & on
Snliurd.ny as long a8 he has flags to
sell.

“Never have we seen that many
people standing in the showreom like
that,” says Miles, referring not only to
the sheer number of customera ho's
scen but nlso to their behavior,

“I couldn't believe it, renlly. Because
of the wait, friendships were being
made in line,” he says, a lump in his
throat. “They would come up and pay
and then turn to the person behind
them and say ‘good to meet you.' Peo-

plo were joining with strangers.

gells 20-

Retail, style and special store cvents are listed
in this calendar. Pleasc send inf ion to: Malls &
Mainstrects, c/o Observer & Eccentric Newspapers,
805 E. Maple, Birmingham, MI 48009. By fax, (248)
644-1314. E-mail, nstafford@oc.homecomm.net.
Deadline for publication is fwo weeks in advance.

ADDED ATTRACTIONS

p.m. Saturday and 10 a.m.5 p.m. Sundﬁy For
details, call (248) 456-8150 or visit www.Common.
GroundSanctuary.org on the Internet.

MEN'S FOOTWEAR COLLECTIONS
Suks Fifth Avenue, the Somerset Collection in Troy,

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 20

SILHOUETTE ARTIST VISITS
Silhouette artist Joyee Redman comes to Jacobson's
in downtown Birmingham, through Sept. 21, 1-8
p.m. For more information, call (248) 644-6800.
BOBB) BROWN EVENT

Nordstrom, the Somersct Collection in Troy, pre-
sents the Bobbi Brown Grent Fnces cvent featuring
personal appointments at the Bobbi Brown makeup
counter. To schedule an appointment, call (248) 816-
5100, ext. 1417,

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 21

SHOE SAMPLE SALE
1f you wear n size 8 shoe, head over to Nordstrom,
the S Collocti

She can be reached at (248) 901-2568
or y email at
arhein@oc.homecomm.net.

hometownnewspapers.net

in Troy, for the retailer's
ane-of-a-kind sample sale fenturing over 800 pairs of’
shoes, through Sept. 23, Salon Shoes, first floor. For
more information, call (248) 816-5100, ext. 1600,

the fall 2001 men’s shoe collections by Sal-
vatore Ferragamo and Bruno Magli, through Sept.
22, Men's Shop, first floor. For additional informa-
tion, call (248) 614-3377.

MALL CONCERT SERIES

Northland Center’s scries of Friday and Snturday
afternoon free jozz concerts concludes with Teddy
Harris the Bebop Socicty, noon-2 p.m. on both Sept.
21 and 22, at center's Qutdoor Court, Free refresh.
ments will be provided. For additional i i
call (248) 669-6272.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 22

ART IN THE PARK

Downtown Birmingham's Shain Park hosts the 27th
Annual Art in the Park event featuring more than
170 nrtists in a juried art foir, plus food, musical
entertainment and children's art area, through Sept.
23, Admission to the event, which benefits the Com-

mon Ground Sanctuary, is free. Hours are 10 n.m.-6

cole Stafford, Editor 248-901-2567

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29

CELEBRATE EDUCATION DAY

Parisian at Laurel Park Place in Livonis raises
monoy for ity schools, while ek enjoy
n 20 percent discaunt. Shoppers only need to pur
chase n ticket from n participating school to partake
in the event, which includes refreshments, door
prizes and a drawing for a $500 shopping spree.
Tickets are $5 cach. For a list of participating
sachools or to purchase a ticket, call (734) 853-7600.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 30

FASHION SHOW
Tender of Birmingham and Koochie Koo of West
loomfield present the G iona Fashion Show 11
at Isroel Bonds at 50, a family event with dinner
{Metro Detroit's Women's Division of State of Isracl
Bonds §0th anni y), 6 p.m., Congreguti
Shnarey Zedek, 26201 Telegraph Road in Southfield,
Ticketa are $10 for childron and $36 for adults, Chil-
dron under age 3 are free, For information or to pur-
chase tickets, call (248) 352-6656.

nstafford@oe.homecomm.net



