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TRAVEL

Mid-Michigan cities offer quiet resplte,
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‘ve always henrd about the

pride that the folks of Mar-

shall have for their historic
homes, but it was never more
evident than when I took a
wrong fork in the road and had
to stop ot a drive-in eatery to ask
for directions to the hotel.

“Oh, that's on the other side of
town where all the junk is. You
know, the Burger King and video
stores,” snid the man behind the
counter.

2 Well, he's right. The west side
of Mlchlglll‘l Avcnuu, Marshall’s
mnin drag, is strip mall heaven.
But the enst gide of the stripis a

aint little downtown with
shopa that sell knick-knacks and
antiques.

*And histaric homoes abound.
Some aro still single family resi-
dences, but several have beon
turned into museums.

Island flavor

‘The Honolulu House is proba-
bly the most famous. Built in
1860 by a state scnator who waa
ennmored by the Hawailan
Iglands, the lavishly decorated
hpuso features tropical murals,
.

v
If you go...

Marshall
L M The Marshall Scarecrow
[Festival is Oct. 1-Oct. 31.
‘Events include an ox ronst
‘nnd children’s games Oct. 20,
a costume parade Oct. 27 and
nan antiques market Oct. 28.
For further information call
1-800-877-6163 or viasit
www.scarecrowfestival.com

W Honolulu House Muscum

Open noon to 6 p.m. until
Oct. 31, 107 N. Kalamazoo,
Marshall, (616)781-8544
. Battle Creck
+ W Kellogg's Cereal City
‘USA, 171 W. Michigan, Bat-
tle Creck, (61619626230
L] Binder Park Zoo
‘ Beadle Lake Road just
Ssouth of 1-94 (Exit 100}
i Open 9 a.m.- 5 p.m. Mon-
‘duy-Friday, 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Saturday and 10 a.m. -6 p.m.
Sunday,

For information
(616)979-1351.

call

beautiful firsplaces and a very
odd pngodn-ahnped ohservation
deck,

Thore's alao a Gavernor’s Man-
sion, despite the fact that Mar-
shall lost out on being the state’s
capitol by one vote. Today, it
sorvea as museum and hend-
quarters of o Daughters of the
American Revolution chapter.

Except for Schuler’s and o
more-up-to-date little hole-in-
the-wall Italian restnurant,
downtown Marshall doecan't affer
much in the way of dining.
There's decent pizza at Manci-
no's and Su Casa is a popular
destination. Breakfast at the
Coffce Pot, where the main decor
is velvet Elvis, is n given for
guys in Carharts, Most of these
early morning patrons order “the
usual,” and I found the cinna-
mon teast to be particularly
good.

Be aurg and see the Brooks
Memorial Fountain at night.
Last year, the historic 1930
white pillared fountain under-
went an $80,000 restoration paid
by the City of Marshall, Jots of
water project through the Greek
Doric design and are lit up in
numerous colors at night.

If you enjoy traipsing in and
out of little shops, then Marshall
is your place. But an afterncon
of that and I was ready to strike
out a little further 8o I hit the
big city—which, in this case, was
Battle Creek.

It's Grrrreat

Whengver I've driven to Chica-
go, I've nlways been strangely
drawn to the road sign that
advertises the Battle Crock
attraction “Kellogg's Cercal City
USA,” It reminds me of child-
hood road trips out west when
we'd sec signs inviting us to view
“dinosaur parks” and “denth cars
of the stars.”

What could pessibly fill a
whole muscum devoted to cere-

?

Well, forgive me for being a
Doubting Thomns because this
place is a lot of fun for kids and
adults, There's a huge playtime
aren that kids can run, jump and
fall in without getting hurt. The
entrance is a huge milk carton,
and soft-sculpture Fruit Loops
abound.

Kids will also enjoy all the

Weekend fun: Kellogg’s Cereal City USA (above) shows the history of America’s favorite morning food. Binder
Park Zoo (right) has a savannah large enough for giraffes to gallop, though many prefer to stick close to the

treats.

train artifacts as Cereal City
also serves as o historical muse-
um showing Battle Creck at the
turn of the 19th century.

A self-guided tour takes you
through a makeshift contrel
room and production line for
making Corn Flakes, and at the
end, you get a free sample. Four

you don't want to miss is Binder

Park Zoo, just on the outskirts of

downtown Battle Creck.

Having the Dotroit Zoo just
minutes away, I wasn't really
expecting much from a zoo in'the
middle of Michigan. But I was
quite taken aback. At this zoo,
the zcbras and girafles roam free

thenters show p rang-
ing from a historical account of
the brothers Kellogg and C.W.
Post to old commercials starring
everyone from Rin Tin Tin to the
Partridge Family.

You can purchase a box of
Corn Flakes with your picture on
it, and, of course, there's a gift
shop with avery conceivable
product with Tany the Tiger,
Toucan Sam and Snap, Crackle,
Pop on it.

Roam free
Besides Cereal City, the place

THURSDAY, SEPT. 13 THRU SUNDAY, SEPT.16

GRAND OPENING
CELEBRATION!
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ina h large enough to
allow them to work up a gallop.

Along the trail in Wild Africa
(it's accessible only by the zebra
tram), there are stops where you
can feed the giraffes—which is
sure to clicit squeals from young-
stera, The one-mile trail through
Wild Africa is acceasiblo for
strollers, and there are stops
along the way to get the best
views of ostriches, antelope and
gazelles.

During the winter months, the
animals can come and go or sim-
ply stay in a barn the size of a
football field that is beyond visi-
tors’ sight a8 you leok ncross the
hills.

The zoo also features a snow
leopard, red pandas, camela and
prairie dogs. Through-
out moat of the zoo;
patrons walk above the
animals on .board-
walks, giving the feel
that it's the animals
that roam free and the
visitors aro confined to
the emaller spaces.

The zoo also fentures
a children’s zoo and a
railroad ride that take
you through sume'

heavily wooded areas. |

The Binder Park Zoo offers
reciprocal agreement with the
Detroit Zoo, 8o you get in free if
you're o member. And besides
being a wonderful habitat for
animals, the zoo is a pleasant
place to while away a fall after-

noon.

There could be a lot of money hidden
under the roof of your house. Get a
great rate on a home equity [oan or line’
of credit, right now.

line of credit rates as fow as

fixed loan rates as low as

%

APR*

6252|7412

‘ Leverage the equity In your home to get cash,
with a home equity Ioan or line of credit from
Bank One. It's a smart way to consolidate debt,

" make home Improvements, or make that big
purchase. And the Interest may even bg tax-deductibid:

Open
Sundin
Sepl. 1o,
During
the Sale

Also, ask us about the added convenlence of a
no-fee checking account with other great benefits,

1-800-800-L0AN

Viltieoy & Bl

BANK = ONE

Auburn Hills, Walton V ||I .q.x.
New Location! (248) 373-0823 v s wieiw,
Mctro Detroit: St Clalr Shores (810) 178-6142
Dearhorn Helghts, The fteights, zlm Mack Ave. (North of Elght Mik RL) . The
(313) 2748200 Esstlake Commons rerion
(Toed R4, betwren Inkster end Beech Daly) (slo)unllhmwwmnuulu and ttayes R4} (O Flscnhowes Phwy,
(L;m : Mert Fiee Pz Troy, Oskiand Mal (248) 5651433 yor
‘West Bloomfield, Orchard Mall 'z oy yoo!

(On comer of Five Mileand Memined 1345737 8080 (Oncmnt ke 15 h6k) teire
Norv), Novi Town Cmur
(248) 3498090 Vislt ts at ot Web site:

Salc does not inclade flatware or clearwxe




