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Krueger Machine closes

BY SUE BUCK
STAFy WRITEL
shuck@ue.homecommanet

The manogement of H. R.
Krueger Machine Tool, long n
fixture in Farmington, has
heen able to find jobs for
about half of its 58 displaced
employees since closing ita
doars,

*“These are all sorts of jobs,”
snid Scott Moore, president,
“We were able to help 20 or
30.”

The company, which was
lacated in the same building
on Grand River, west of
Orchard Luke Road for about
28 years, closed for business
Inst month.

In 2000, it waas listed as the
ninth largest taxpayer in
Farmington with a total tax-
able value of $2,648,640,

The auto supplier made
production machine tool and
test cquipment for the auto-
motive industry.

Moore snid, “We were
unable to {ind a lending
ngent who would work with
us. We did sales all over the
world,”

Moore declined to cite the
amount of money needed,
calling it, simply, “signifi-
eant.”

“The economy has been dif-
ficult,” Moore snid. “A sales
downturn has been going on
for 18 months. We were
unable to find the money to
continue. Lending ngents

decided to tighten their lend-
ing requirements,”

A skelcton crew remains on
site in the building which is
expected to completely shut
down next month, Moore
said.

“We're sclling off equip-
ment,” he said, “We won't be
around much longer. There's
Jjust the threoe of us here.”

Besidea Mooare, a finance
employce and building main-
tennnce employee remain.

Moorc hasn't lined up a
new position yet. “I'll see
whnt opportunities are avail-
ablo,” he said. “I'll see’ what
the market brings.”

Though Krueger was a
longtimo taxpayer, Farming-
ton Assistant City Manager
Bill Richards soid the long-
term effect and impact may
involve “a reshuffling of the
deck,” s0 to speak.

“It doesn't havo to be bad
in terms of redevelopment,”
Richards snid.

Southfield-based broker
Signature Associntes could
not be reached for comment.

It’s difficult to find ono
buyer for all of the property,
Richards said. Four different
lot splita are expected.

Thesa picces include the
main office, warchouse, gcpa-
rate ndministrative offices
and the car wash. Krueger
owns the adjacent Super Car
Wash Systems building, but
docsn't operate the business,
Richards said,
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Hala Market offers traditional, exotic

By SUE BUuCK
BTAFP WINTER
sbuck@oc.homecomm.net

The welcome mat is out at
Hala Mart, a now store in Farm-
ington.

It starts with the name,

Hela means “Welcome” in Ara-
bic, according to Mike Muala,
who works at the store, Ho came
to America six years ago from
Jordan.

His son, Samer, manages tha
store in the Nine Mile Road and
Farmington shopping center.

Hola Mart offers imported
Mediterrancan foods and n deli,
It replaces a former jowelry
store in that location,

“It was our ambition to get an
ethnie market in the area,” Mike

said, “We have a lot of familics *

who live in the area, a lot of peo-
ple originally from the Mediter-
rancan aren.”

For cthnic cooks, the store rep-
resents a_quicker jaunt to pur-
chase cooking items than mnk-
ing a trip to Dearborn where
many Middle Eastern markets
are located, he said.

The Munlas have done their
best to get the word out, inform-
ing many churches in the arca
which have congregants of Mid-
dle Eastern and Mediterrancan
descent through printed infor-

mation.

“Middle East and Mediter-
ranenn food, in general, has its
own specinl taste, Muala
explained. It is complotely differ-
ent than the American taste in

Hala Mart offers 37 different
apices, Cumin, ground anise,
sweot basil, corinnder and dry
lemon are among them,

“You can uso cinnamon sticks
when you cook red meat,” Muala
said, He gladly explains how dil-
ferent items are mixed together
in cthnic dishes.

The store also offers n wide
variety of pickles, including
green tomato stuffed with green
pepper pickles, lemon with black
sced pickles, mango pickles and
egg plant pickles.

Shopping here is like taking
an international culinary trip.
Among many features are sar-
dines from Monaco; couscous, a
North Africa dish consisting of
steamed semolina served with
meat and vegetables; and
sahlab, a mixture of milk, augar
and starch poured into small
cups to which nuts and cinna-
mon are added.

“We encourage everyone to
come to the store,” Mike said.
*The store is a very good servant
to their family.”
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WAYNE COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS
10871 Quirk Rd, + Belleville, MI 1-94 Exit 190
Info: (734) 697-7002/(918) 633-1032
REAL NATIVE ART

Featuring Hundreds of Authentic Indian Articles, Including: Hopl & Navaja,
Kachinas, firttery trom Santas Clam, Hopl, Navaja, Jemez, feleta, San ldiefonso &
Acoma. Music, Baskete, Artiacts, Bows, Arrows, Lances, Paintings, Jewetry.
Ruga, Beavtiful High Quality Southwestern Art & Much More.
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New In town:
Zaher Muala
offers favorites
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tabouli, along
with more
exotic fare at
the Hala Mar-
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ington and
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The American Sewing Expo™

Fashion, Quilting, Home Dec & Needle Arts

Novi Expo Center
Novi, Mi
September 21 - 23, 2001

* Shopping
* Exciting Seminars
¢ Hands-On Classes
* Free Fashion Shows
» Fashion Sewing Contests
» National Needle Arts Exhibits
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Our Birmingham Store
Sept. 20th - 22nd « 10am-épm

100 North Woadward, Birmingham, Michigan 48009 248.646.4988

One success story... |

"I was unable to participate in
activities I enjoyed due to my obesity.
I had no quality of life. I wanted to
livel! I chose Crittenton Weight
Management because, being a full-
time, professionally run clinic, they
would be able to lelp me achicve my
goals - which they did. People’s
attitude toward me has improved
tremendously. My confidence level
has improved greatly, both
professionally and socially.”
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~ Ken Sprung _
Call today and see how we can help you!

248-652-5626
CRITTENTON HOSPITAL

Quuality Care...Close to Home & Work
www.crittenton.com
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