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When John Cynar, exhibition
curator for the Paint Creck Cen-
ter for the Arts in Rochester,
anid that the Made in Michigan
exhibit is composed of new
works, he wasn't kidding.

Marie Wo of West Bloomfield
finished firing her cloy sculpture
just in time to moke it onto the
first floar gallery wall for the
opening reception which took
place on a pleasantly warm Fri-
day evening lnat menth.

“Frosh air, fresh art, fresh
paint, we had everything,” said
Cynar, referring to the exhibit's
apening night.

In past years, the center spon-
sored Celebrate Michigan
Artists, a juried exhibit which
drow artiats from across the
state, But Cynar was finding
that it wasn't attracting artists
that he knew were working hard
in their ficld. So instoad of a
juried exhibit, Cynar and the
PCCA staff decided to host an
invitational, inviting artists who
have been very activo in the past
few years.

Made in Michigan

PCCA invitational celebrates area’s best

“Thia is a major showcase of
Michigan artists,” snid Cynar.
“We'ra looking to make it an
every other year event.”

There aro 68 artists represent.
ed on tho first floor and main
gallery, The original number
wets gupposed to be 60, but
Cynar said it was just too hard
to eliminate some,

Many of the names are staples
in tho Detroit art scene including
the formidable glass artist Herb
Babeock and abstract painter
Gilda Snowden.

“Wo wanted to showcase new
talent, but nlse show artists that
have been established,” said
Cynar.

The reault is an eclectic mix of
artists who are known and
unknown, and works that are
both familiar and obtuse.

*I am a firm believer that if
you don't look good in the first
four seconds, you've loat your
audience,” said Cynar. So in
hanging the exhibit, he took
great pains to make the arrange-
ment feel fresh, yet organized.

Sandra Cardew’s Fertility
Gown is poised at the center of
everything like a gracious host-
ces, The Royal Oak artist uses
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Ans In Rochaster
When: Now through Sept. 2

Tolophone: {248) 651-4110.

Made [n Michigan
What: Made In Michigan Invitational, at Paint Creek Center for the

Where: Palnt Creek Center for the Arts, 407 Pino Street, Rochester
Hours: Monday-Friday 9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m., Saturday 20 a.m. - 2 p.m.

tains a mix of mediuma. Photog-
raphy is well-ropresented with
Zimmerman, Royal Oak artist

John Gania, and Troy photogra- .

pher Laurie Tennent.

Sculpture is in many varietics
- from Eric Mesko's Empire
State Building made from found
art to Bl field Hills artist

mainly found materials, and in
this design, she's incorporated
an elaborate feather train.

The thick oil panels of Robert
Mirek contrast the delicate
poper sculpture of Ann Arbor
artist Takeshi Takahara. And
perched near the front desk is Jo
Powers’z Portrait of a Singer,
which seems to be observing
everyono who ia bustling in and
out of the center, And being that
the Art & Apples Festival, a ben-
efit for the PCCA, is on the hori-
zan, there's pleaty of activity to
watch,

Tucked in-the far corner
upstairs, the life-like cyes of
John Woodward's sculpture
keeps watch over everything.
The Rochester artist is known
for hia “giant head” sculptures
that he paints with landscapes
or, in this case, a scenc entitled
Downtown.

“His work is nlways well-
reecived, and I love how he's
from this town,” said Cynar, not-
ing that the Detroit Institute of
Arts has acquired one of Wood-
ward’s sculptures.

And whether it was intention-
al or not, Woodward’s Downtown
cleverly faces Marilyn Zimmer-
man’s photographs of downtown
on Woodward Avenue,

Zimmerman, a Detroit artist
and inatructor at Wayne State
University, researched photos of
turn-of-the-century Detroit (that
would be the 18008), and used
the image to create a side-by-
side modern-day version of the
historical print. The Girl Friends
scries shows two umbrella-toting
women on Woudward near
Detroit's  Central  United
Methodist Church.

In addition te containing a mix
of artists, Made in Michigan con-
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Joseph Wesner’s cast aluminum
vessels inspired by time spent in
China.

The vivid landscapes of Bever-
iy Hills artiat Lucille Procter
Nawara and St, Charles artist’
Gerald Moore add a Jush feel to
the gallery.

But where this exhibit really
shincs is in its mixed media
works. Lathrup Village artist
Nancy Thayer weighs in with a
piece from her Ordered Earth
Views scries. The gorgeous
abstract incorporates steel and
warm, rich earth tones.

Farmington Hills artist Wendy
MacGaw offers her steel and
glass sculpture entitled Margins,
and Pleasant Ridge artist Joyce

A

Brienza usea bits of lace and fab- -
ric in her whimsical oil palntmg
Complimentary Cata.

“I have a category for whatl .
call maniac artists. They look at
every detail and every objact,
sald Cynar.

Brienza falls into this catego-
ry, us does Cardew. But the .
artist who takes it to the:
extreme i Christina Hagedorn "*
of Troy. Solace is an nssembled °
canoe about four fect in length -
aderned. with an orderly presen- -
tation of tea bags, nails, foath-
ers, sticks, buttons, coins, nee-
dles and pins. -

*She's worked in paint and a8 -
a performance artiat, and now
she's been doing these boats for
awhile,” said Cynar. “She'a found
a way to bring together all her
artistic abilities,”

And with the Made in Michi-
gan invitational, which runs
until Sept. 22, the PCCA has
found o way to showcaae the
works of some of the finest
Michigan artists working today.

Meadow Brook

Theatre

OAKLAND UNIVERSITY'S PROFESSIONAL THEATRE COMPANY

Pump Boys
& Dinettes

America’s Favorite
Feel-Good Musical!

SEPT 12 - OCT 6

Concetved and witten by John Foley,

Mark Hardwick, Debea Monk, Cass Morgan,
Joha Schimmed and Jim Wann

Country dreams burst to Ufe with
utter chamm at the gas statlon across
from the Double Cupp Diner. Young
men fitled with hope and high-test
share 2 magic night with the girls,
grits and greasy spoons at this

enchanted crossroads of the heart.
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See the All-New 130™ Edition!
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Buy Now For Best Seats!

Wed. OCT. 3
THRU Sun. OCT. 7
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Wed. OCT. 3 % 7:00 PM
OPENING NIGHT
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Buy tickets at www.ringfing.com
dokstrmauter Ticket Centers ncluding
Fox Theater, Harmony Heuse and Marshall Flekd's,
Arena Box Office or call (248) 645-6666
For Information call (313) 983.5606
Groups {313) 471.2089

TICKET PRICES:
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Enter to Win Ringling Bros. and Barnum Bailey Ticket Vouchers!
Check Today’s Classified Section to See How You Can Enter to Win!
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Come one hour early to
meet the clowns and animals
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