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Spruce up your landscaping this autumn with a flowering tree

If you are
planning to
plant a tree
this fall, o
small flower-
ing tree may
be “just what
the doctor
ordered” to
spruce up the
landscape.

Sometimes
we may want
to streteh the
zone limits o
little and see
what  hap-
pens. For instance, we are gener-
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ally in zone 5, but a protected
arca could be zone 6,

Glorin and Merrill Dixon of
Troy planted a trec that has
become quite a conversation
piece, especintly when it blooms
ns it did thia year. It is a Sauth-
crn Mimosa, ulse called the
mimosa of the Eastern States or
Silk-tree. The botanical name is
Atbizia julibrissin.

The couple brought the tree
with them from Cumberland,
Md., in 1986 when it was very
small. Each fall the branches
kept dying back to the trunk, but
by 1995 it began to show stendy
growth when new “bumps”

appeared and branches grew
from them,

1t has had “very few” blossoms
up until this year, 16 years from
the timo they planted it, Gloria
and Merrilt attribute this to the
fact that the summer was 8o hot
and humid.

The fragrant, powder puff
pink, pincushion flowers are
striking and appear in July and
August. They look as though a
puff of wind might blow them
away, Gray-brown pods 6 to 7
inche s Tong follow the flowers.

Care
Patienco is a virtue, and the

flowers aro the reward. Gloria
and Merrill did nothing special
to onrich the soil when they
planted the treo in the lawn, It is
fertilized whon the grass ie for-
tilized, although for the last few
years they have been giving it
Muracid.

The tree is approximately 30
feet high with an umbrella-like
shape.

The leaves aro similar to sun-
burat locust leaves and are a rich
grasgs green, tropical looking

with a form that resembles o -

fern. The new growth is lighter.
It is interesting to watch the
leaves nt night, a8 they are light
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CHEN TOP SHOP

Cabinetry For Every Room On Sale Now
With Your Choice Of Microwave*.
Free! Just $129
Countertop Over-the-range
= Sensor Micrawace* Microwave®
JE1860. VM1447,

*Minimum purchase of 10 kitchen or
bath cablinets to qualify.
Offer ends November 30,

31150 W. Eight Mile Road
+ Farmington Hills, Ml 48336
248.477.1515
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At Ettian Allen, we make
decorating your_home easy.
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sensitive and fold up then.

Michael Dirr, tho troo expert,
says this tree is cold tolerant to
zono 6, and when the tempera-
tures are around -6 fo -10
degrees Fahronheit stem dicback
ia likely, which corrosponds to
what the Dixons exporienced.

He olso saye this varicty is
susceptible to insect and disease
problems, although the Dixons’
troe hasn’t had any of those
problems.

Dirr suggests the variety A.
rosca “Ernest Wilson™ because it
is corisiderably more cold hardy
than the typical species and tol-
orates -15 degrees Fahrenheit,

Health

1 want to caution you to be
extremely careful about Lyme
diseaso when you are outside
this fall. I have three friends,
one in New Jorsey and two in
Rochester Hills, who have the
disease,

The best protection is to wear
clothing that covera you well and
to examine any places on your
skin that look euspicious. The
most noticeable symptoms are
fatigue and also fever, headache,
muscle stiffness and joint pain.

The only way to find out if you
have the disease is by a blood
teat. Ask your doctor to perform
the test if you have any symp-
toms. Use o product labeled to
resiat the tick that carries Lyme
discase.

Now to pets: Grow Info, a pub-
lication of the Master Gardener
Associttion of Wayne County,
reports that if you use cocon
mulch, watch to see if your pet
exhibits symptoms of rostless.

ness, panting, pacing or anxious
behavior. It might be a roaction
to theobromine, a contral ner-

. vous system and cardiovascular

stimulont, a compound in all
parta of the cocon plant.

The phone number for the
ASPCA National Animal Poison
Control Centor is (888)4-ANI.
HELP. .

Chores .
Here are o few fall chores to do-

now: -

Dig and clip off the green tops:
of summer bulbs euch as dahlias;
cannas, gladiclus and callas,
Store the bulbs in o cool, dry.
place for the winter, .

Compost and composted
manuro can be added to the soil
while it is still warm. As the soil
oxpands and contracts, these
products are churned into the
soil,

Remove fallen fruit from the
ground to prevent overwintering
of insects that could cause trou-
ble next spring. Add the fruit to
the compost pile.

Fallen leaves undor rose bush-
o8 may harbor insects and fun-
gus over the winter if they aren't:
removed. Rake them up and add
them to the compost. ©

Refill your bird feodors to’
invite birds into your garden. St
a fow near o window so you can.
watch the antics all winter long.

Marty Figley is an advanced:
master gardener based in Birm<
ingham. You can lesve her a
message by dialing (734)963-
2047 on a touch-tone phone. Her
fax number is (248)644-1314.

GARDENING CALENDAR

Does your garden club have an
upcoming event or meeting you
want publicized? Send items for
consideration, including date,
time and location, in Gardening
Calendar to Ken Abramcezyk,
Observer Newspapers, 36251
Schooleraft, Livonia, MI 48150
or c¢-mail kabramczyk@ oe.
homecomm. net, Pleasc include
any phone numbers that readers
can call for mare information, To
send a fax, call (734) 591-7279.

TIME FOR
CLASS

SCHOOLCRAFT *
Schoolcraft College offers gar-

denling classes [n Its Contlnuing
Educatlon program. Leam about '
Baslc Porennlal Gardening in a
fourweek class scheduled 8 .
a.m.:noon on Saturdays, starting ;
Sapt, 29. Leam to choose the ~
best trees and shrubs to enhance
the yearound color and interest &
(n landscape In a three week
class offered Thursday nights,
starting Thuradey, Sept. 20. An ;
advanced landscape class 1s alsa;
scheduled 8 p.m.noon.for-four- -+ .
consecutlve Saturdays, startin
Oct. 27, P
For Information, call (734) 462-
4448.

29522 Litike Mack, Roscville, M1 48066
Visit our website at www.jjroofing.com
FREE ESTIMATES
We are authorized and centificd by both GAF and Certaineed,

‘This cnables us to offer the country's strongest warranty.
98 out of 100 contractors cannot offer this warranty!
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You've trusted J&J Roofing with your roofing nceds for 14 years.

Call us now for your frec estimaie on sidring. trim and
o

uiiers or
nd doors.

your free

ALENATUR CRENTT CARIS

1-800-459-6455 or 1-810-445-6455
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»

: We Specialize in:
P «Interior & Exterior Painling

» + Alitypes of plaster work
P« Alltypes of carpentry
» +Basement finishing

P+ Additions

P>+ Bathroom remodeling
P+ Kitchen remodeling

P> We use Cromwell
» Benjamin Moore
| 2 Paints
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and S%tton Cmucﬁon

Commercial and Residential

Fall Is Just around the corner, are you
thinking about sprucing up your home before winter?

» Think Top of the Line!

P« Drywall hanging & finishing

, Inc.
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> Call NOW for EREE ESTIMATES $
248-788-6177
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» 25 Year Experience-Licensed & Insurcd 4
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