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“Honoring
Our

gj;?ﬁﬁountry

n response to the

many culls, letters

and e-mails from our
readers requesting a flag,
The Observer Newspa-
persis proud to offer one
inside today’s paper. -
Look for Old Glory on the
back of today’s Observer -
Sports (Section B). Show
your support of our coun-
try and its citizens.
Please proudly display
this American flag in the
front window of your
home or business.

Hills CIty Councll: On
Monday, Sept. 24, offi-
cials will meet in a study
session at 6 p.m. to hear
an update on the city’s
emergency preparedness
plan and consider a
draft ordinance regard-
_..ing inspection of septic
systems. Their regular
agenda will be taken up
at 7:30 p.m. City Hall is
at 11 Mile and Orchard
Lake roads.

School Board: On Tues-
day, Sept. 25 at 7:30 p.m.
officials will hear a leg-
islative update and
approve tentative union
agreements. The board
meets in the Schulman
Administrative Center,
32500 Shiawossee.
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Oakland millage vote is Tuesday

y mediate district.

BY SUE BUCK
AFP WRITER
sbuck@oo.homecomm.net

.Expect a phone call sometime
between 10 a.m. and 8 p.m. Monday,
voters, urging you to vote Tuesday.

The polls, located in Farmington
Hills, will be open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

"l'hn will work in shifts,” said Kim
Heath, chmr of the mallngn advocacy

millages proposed by Oaklan:

Voters will go to the polls Tuesday to decide
the fate of special education and vocational

Qohool

Farmington Hxlls la providing use of
thmr phones, shoe said.
some school open houses

d inter-
Both would bring funds to

Farmington Public Schools.

were cancoled Sept. 11 duc to the
tragedy at the World Trade Center in
Naw Yurk City and the Pentagon in
, election informa-

who is dil the vol-
unteers. *We expect about 30-60 peo-
ple.”

The group will atart with a list pro-
vided by the Oakland County Interme-
diate School District which was gener-
ated by a research company, Heath
said. Thoe list contains the numbera of
voters most likely to vote yes.

The Farmi At

Association on Hills Tech Drive in

D,
tion couldn't be dupunnd Some achool
noewsletters contained election informa-
tion, but didn't contain the cost to vot-
ers,

Voters in 28 Qakland County School
districts, including Farmington, will go
to the polls Tuesday.

District officials say they need more
money for special education than is
provided by the state and federal gov-

ernment. The amount of aid hns not
increased ns fast as the costs of the
program. .

‘To get mare money for special educa-
tion, local school districts have tapped
into their general operating budgets for
up to 60 percent of the cost for mandat-
ed special education programs, nccord-
ing to literature provided by Farming-
ton Schools.

The special education tax will be dis- -

tributed among all the school districts
in Oakland County.

The ional education p 1
will provide students with ‘access to the

Plense see ELECTION, A2

Proud to be Americans

Natural patriotism:
At right, Selina
Chen waves the
flag before the cer-
emony. Selina, her
mom Xing and
 Xiu all
became U.S citi-
zens at the Costick
Center. Pictured
left, Sarbrinder
Singh takes time
after the ceremony
to register to vote.
Above, a new citi-
zen reads the
Oath of Alle- Y

giance.
STAFF PHOTOS BY DrLL,
BREsLER

BY KEVIN BROWN
STAFF WRITER
kbrown@oe.homecomm.not

“This is the best country for anyone
to be in. Freedom is very practiced
here.”

So said Shiuckumar Gumate on Fri-
day, minutes after the Canton engi-
neer, 36, joined 175 new U.S. citizens
at a ewearing in ceremony at the

Costick Center in Farmington Hills.

“It's great,” added wife Shubhangi
Gumate. Both were from India,

A round of speechos on what it's
like to be American glowed with
meaning and provoked thought Fri-
day, as tho country preparca to make
war on terrorists who attacked Now
York and Washington, D.C., Sept. 11.

In a stark demonstration of haw life
in the United States is changing, 60

Securlty s tight as new citizens are sworn in

officers from the Farmington Hills
police, FBI and the Burcau of Alcohol,
Tobacco and Fircarms were on hand.
Officers used hand-held metal detee-
tors to search event-goers at all
cntrances, They were.joined by bomb-
sniffing doga.

*There’s hightened gecurity around
tho country for these type of eventa,
This is going to be the standard,
unfortunately,” said Farmington Hills

-dignitaries for the ceremony. Over-

Police Chief William Dwyer.
Farmington Mayor William Hnrt-
sock joined a host of local and federal

sized American flags were displayed
on cither side of the stage.

Soon-to-be Americans milled anbout
with smiling family members, some
helding cameras or camcardera,

Plensc see CITIZENS, A3

Firefighters
raise funds;

Husband in ‘slave’ trial sentenced

BY KEVIN BROWN
HTAFF WRITER
kbrown@os homecomm.net

event today
BY HEVIN BROWN
ﬁ‘:’mommmuwc

Laocal firemen wore out in pub-
lic this week seeking donations to
aid the families of more than 250
New York City firofighters killed
Sept. 11,

It wasn't @ hard sell.

Outside Busch's Valu Land on
Drake Road, Farmington Hills
firofighters secking donations met
people with tears in their eyes,
young kida with fists full of coins,
and people who said they'd be
back with checka - and who did
return,

A teenage girl with long braided

Joseph Djoumessi of Farmington Hills was sen-
tenced Thursday to 9 to 16 years in prison for having
soxuanl intercourse with a 16-year-old girl from
Cameroon who lived in his housd,

Ounkland Circuit Judge Alice Gilbort sontenced
Djoumecasi on the charge of third-degree criminal sexu-
al conduct with Pridine Fru, now 18, The charge
involves. coorcion of o minor to have sexual inter-
course.

Djoumessi was also sentenced to one year in jailon a
charge of third.degree child abuse. He has already
apent 418 daya in jail since his arrest on the charges in
2000, The time haa been credited toward the one-year
sentence.

“I'm very happy about the sentence; he deserves
every day for what ho did to her,” said Assistant Pros-
ecutor Choryl Matthows, 'Hopefully after 9-to-15
yeara ho will atop being so arrogant and more filled
with remorse.”

Fru testified in court that Djoumessi told her he
hair and a U.S. flag sticker on her held her lifo in his hands; that he raped her and that
T.ghirt ran from a blue minivan he and wife Evelyn Djoumeasi wouldn't let her attend
toward Firefighter Miko Haanse. school, 5
“Thank you very much,” ho eaid, Fru ia now attending school in Pontiac, and ia learn-
ns tho gir! dropped money in the ing at the 11th grade level. “Sheo’s doing well,”

Matthows snid.
Ploaso sco FUNDS, A3

BTAFY Puoto By B, BREwIs
Sentenced: Convicted of criminal scxual conduct,
Joseph Djoumessi will serve 9 to 15 years.

Tho nssistant prosecytor snid Fru will not bo able to

Plonso soo TRIAL, A3




