ARTS & LEISURE

Storytelling
helps us connect
with each other

weck after the attack on the
A\Voﬂd Trade Center, David Mos-

sengill sounds as il he's recover-
ing from the shock that thousands of
New Yorkers wero buried under
rubble of the collapsed twin towers.
New York hos been his city for the
laat 25 years, and it hurts to watch
the families and frienda grieve for the
innocent victims,

Two weeks ago the losa of a close

friend, who was a chefin one of the

towers, left
What: Storytelling him reeling.
Festival featuring Thia week he
famlly and adult per- i| plans to talk
formances, and work- ;| about New
shops York when
When: 7:30 p.m. Fri- i he nppears
day, Sept. 28, snd at a story-

telling festi-
val on Friday

9:30 a.m. 10 5 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 29,

Roglstration begins and Satur-
one-half hour earlier  day at the

on both days Livonia Civic
Where: Livonia Clvic |} Center
Center Llbrary, Library. It's
32777 Five Mile, all part of
east of Farmington the healing
Road i process for .
Tickets: $45 both i him.

days, $40 Saturday ! “Ilove
only, $12 Friday adult | New York,”
performance ($8 age | anid Massen-
60 and up), and $2 | gill.“Every-
Saturday famlly per- * body who

formence, Call (734) 3 lives here,
761-5118 or (313) ¥ belongs here,
8246368 § You can

persuasion - race, religion, it docsn't
matter. Everybody belongs here. [

take pride in that. I'll be telling New
" York sterics about living here and -

connecting to people,

“What happened in New York,
‘Whashington and Pennsylvanin is truly
tragic. Being n storyteller is more
important at times like thia, Story-
telling atlows us to talk to each other
like humnn beings. Hearing a story
helps to henl thinga. Everybody has
personn! story. Everybedy in the audi-
ence is a storyteller”

Massengill thinka his stories will
help remind people of our past and
the laughter wo found there. At age
50, he's doing a lot of looking back.
There'll be storiea about his father,
Aunt Glodys, and a North Carolina
dulcimer maker, Massengill came to
New York’s Greenwich Village from
Tennessee 25 years ago to be part of
the folk music movement. Between
stories he plays his songs, some of
which have been recorded by Jonn
Baoz and the Roches.

“When we get to a certain age, we
think about the past, the moments
when people were not talking past
each other. I'm going to tell funny,
sweet remembrances like one about.
the North Carolina dulcimer maker
Edsel Martin, spelled Edsel like the
car, Martin like the guitar. He wns
part Cherokee, part mountnin man.
His whittlings are in the Smithson-
ian, His hound dogs are very famous.”
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Folk lore: New York story-
teller David Massengill
tells tales about family and
friends in a festival at the
Livonia Civic Center
Library.

Constructions: Jolin Neering welds life-
size figurative sculpture from metal.
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ora Chapa Mendoza marvels at the quality of
waork sha aclected for tho Art With a View /I
exhibition presented by VSA arts of Michi

(@

Notewm"th_y Cs

Haiti.

Art With a View II artists deal with the challenges
of disabilities everyday,

*I thought the work was excellent. In the cycs of a
viewer who didn't know, they wouldn't know the
gftistla are dim':bled because it's a good ahow,” snid

(formexly Very Special Arts). The West Bl 1d

who's p to exhibit at the Ply-
mouth C Arts Council in September and

artiat never realized the struggles artists with dis-
abilities encountered as they created paintings,
sculpture, clay, and mixed medin works for the
exhibit opening Sunday, Sept. 30, at the University
of Michigan.

Until, that is, she fell and broke her arm in four
places while hanging a painting. For eight weeks
Mendoza spent many hours trying to figure out how
to create art while wearing a cast from her shoulder
to hor wrist.

November-2002. “I think VSA is an important vehi-
cle to encourage artists and anyone with n physical
disability. Breaking my arm left me with an appre-
cintion for people with physical disabilitics.

“It gave me a better understanding of working
with a physical disability, not to mention the
depression you go through.”

Judy Calloway hopes, like Mendoza, viewers come
away from the exhibit with a reapect for artists with
mental and physical impnirments, Second in n
series of biennial exhibits, Art With a View H spot-
lights the artistic achievements of professional
Michigan artists, After jurying by Redford sculptar
Sergio De Giusti, the first exhibit toured 13 muse-
ums, art galleries and centers around the state. Cal-
loway ia looking for spaces to book the exhibit
through June 2003. The first stop is sponsored by
the Council for Disabitity Concerns at the Universi-

"ty of Michigan.

“Wo're putting work out there that deserves to be
exhibited,” snid Calloway, an Orchard Lake resi-
dent. Calloway coordinates Art With a View I, one
of the progroms offercd by VSA arta of Michigan,
Art With a View II provides arta ¢lasses for disnbled
persons of all ages as well a8 a registry for profes-

Road to market: James Smith threaded a brush through his fingers to paint this scene in

Art with a View It

What: An exhiblt featuring painting, drawing, clay,
and metal sculpture by professlonal artists with
mental and physical disabillties

When: Sunday, Sept. 30, to Friday, Oct. 12, View-
Ing hours are noon to 5 p.m. Monday-Friday, and
1-5 p.m. Saturday-Sunday

Whare: Art Gallery In the Media Unlon, 2281 Bon-
isteel on the North Campus at the Unlversity of
Michigan, Ann Arbor. Call VSA arts of Michlgan

Many faces: Richard Perez struggles with
cultural and disability issues in this clay
work titled “Interconnectedness.”

Music series heads south of the border
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Listening to members of the Peter Soave Sextet talk
about their upcoming concert at the Scarab Club ia
cnough to make any music lover want to buy a ticket,
Farmington violinist Velda Kelly is leoking forward
to the prog - i god from A i
music by a Venezuelan composer and American jazz ~
as much as nnyone in the audience.

“I'm excited about everything,” said Kelly, who plays
with the Peter Soave Sextet, Michigan Opera Theatre
Orchestra, and as an extra with the Detroit Symphony
Orchestra. *The sextet is go much fun to play with.
The music is different from what we normally play -
new tango musie by Astor Piazzolla, very rhythmie,
sultey munic, Venezuelan music by Romero has a more
popular edge. It's complex and interesting music, and
American jazz favorites performed by Peter and Mari-
on Hayden, a well known bassist and founder of the
jazz group Straight Ahead.”

Ksolly and Seave, an accordionist and bandoneonist,

for about Its prog at (313) 832-
3303, or Pat McCune at the University of Michl-
gan at {734) 647-26565.

Window on the world: Donald Paynter
used acrylics to create this painting after
a stay in a mental institution.

sional artists, “Tho most intereating thing is the
artist's expression. Curiosity is the nature of disabil-
ities. People in all sectors of society are having to
face disobility issues. The exhibit provides an arenn
to talk nbout disability, creating oprortunities for
people to nddress the issues. It's easier to ask ques-
tions and stumblo because it's around art. Art is
safe.”
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Chamber Mualc st the Scarab Club

What: Peter Soave Sextat opens a chamber music
series with & program featuring music by Venezualan
composer Aldemaro Romero, new tangos by Argenth-
na's Astor Plazzolla, and American jazz

When: 7 p.m, Sunday, Sept. 30

Where: Scarab Ciub, 217 Farnsworth, behind the
Detroit Institute of Arts )

Tickets: $15 advance. $18 at door. Call (248) 477-
1487

not only love the music but the environment in which
it’s presented, This ia the fourth season for the Cham-
ber Music at the Scarab Club seriea, The sextet played
tho first program in the historic building located
behind the Detroit Institute of Arts,

*It’s o real jewel,” said Soave, a Farmington Hills
resident. “Not too many people are awaro of it. It has a
warm, personal ambiance, A lot of history lics between
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X
Music of romance:
includes (left to right) Velda Kelly, Soave,” -
Victoria Haltom, Barbara Zmich, Nadine

Deleury, and Marion Hayden. :




