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EXpressions s p..c:

Massengill told his firet atory at
an incredibly young age. He'd
heard his father and mothor tell
about experiences in their child-
hood and life and found ho loyed
spinning his own yarne. His
southern accent lends a folksy,
down-home feel to every tale.

*I was age 6 or 7, and I would
toll storica to my younger broth-
er. Children ask a lot of ques-
tions at his ago liko ‘Why did the
milkman whistle?' so I started
telling him stories.”

Massengill wont on to tell
ghost stories at summer camp.

“Once I told one everyone liked
it and wanted one the next
night, so I'd go back and read
atories in the Alfred Hitcheock
collections, I juat began doing it
naturally, Dad would tell me a
lot of atories and thon Mom
would come over to mo and say,
‘You should know I'm from
Nebraska and we have storics,
tao. "

Massengill tucked all of those
stories away for the day when he
would begin writing, recording
and performing his folk music,
Gradually Massengill changed
his atyle of presenting songs in

- concert after telling his first

story at s festival in Jonesboro,

k. .

I atarted telling stories with
my music, I'd play a song, a bal-
lad, then tell a story, I found
thoy like my storica as well as
my musie, People como up to me
after and always say ‘I really
like the storics.'”

Maasengill atill plays folk
music. He'll perform nt the Fox
Valley Folk Festival in Chicago
in late October, He's also per-
formed at tho storytelling festi-
val at The Ark in Ann Arbor. But
it's the appearance in Livonia
that he's concentrating on now.
In addition to telling his folksy
stories, Massengill will bring 16
of his “self-published eight-pago
picture books with sweet, funny
endings.”

“I want people to feel thoy
might be sitting at a kitchen
table listening to funny storics
with o song every once in a
while,

“When you're young, you start
out thinking about changing the
world. As I got older, I started
looking back to moments in our
past. The future is uncertain. I
still want to change the world. 1
want the world to bo good.”

Barbara Schutzgruber believes
if all of us pull together, it will

Sharlng cultureé:A storyteller since 1982, Janice Har-
rington is one of the performers in a festival at the
Livonia Civic Center Library.

make for a better world, And,
like Massengill, she believes in
the power of atorytelling. Schutz-
gruber and Winnic Madsen
deaigned the festival to fenture
storytellers with a variety of
styles, types of stories and focus
*to show we're different but so
much alike.

The 19th annual Detroit Story
League event will spotlight the
talents of Janice Harrington
{stories from African-American
and Louisiana traditions), Susan
Klein (worldly atories drawn
from folklore and myth), and
Massengill in children and adult
performances. Workshops will
teach the novice about how to
tell their own stories.

“Storytelling i8 a great way of
connecting with people, particu-
larly with the events of last
week,” said Schutzgruber. “With
the internal turmoil, we're going
through right now there’s o
gamut of emotions. It gives you
way to access something you
couldn't really nrticulate.

“It’s with stories we connect
with each other. It's not just

facts and figures. We connect
with n face. There's a connection

with atoryteller and audience in *-

the moment of the story. It's very
theropeutic not just at a head -
level but heart level.”

Madsen couldn’t agree more.
She starting telling stories as &
Sunday school teacher at nge 15
and later became a librarinn
with Detroit Public Schoola.

*I love stories. The first tima 1 *

told onc I realized the power
going back and forth, the clce-
tricity,” said Madsen. “Thoy -
bring menning and comfort and
help us to know what it's like to -
be human - the tears and Jaugh-
ter, I hape people come for the

pure joy of it. It's more specinl -~

this year as people come togeth- |
er and enjoy each other, close out

the world and appreciate the art .

of stary.”

Have an interesting idea for a
story? Call arts reporter Linda

Ann Chomin at (734) 953-2145

“or aend e-mail o Ichomin® oe.

homecomm. net
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BAKER FURNITURE (powntown Birmingham)
CLASSIC INTERIORS (uvonta)
DALLEY CARPET (Uvoala and Canton}
ECLIPSE WINDOW TINTING (redford Township}

Arbor, Aubumn Hills, Birmingham,
Livonio, Novi Locations)

FRANK'’S FURNITURE (wayns)
IN-STYLE FURNITURE (West Bloomfiatd)
LAUREL FURNITURE (powntown Plymouth)
McLAUGHLIN’'S/THOMASVILLE (Novi and Southgate}

NEWTON FURNITURE (Bloomfisld Hilts, Livonia, Nevl and
Sterling Heights Locations)

SHERWOOD STUDIOS (west Bloomfietd)
WALKER-BUZENBERG (Downtown Plymouth)
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It all about yorel

2001

WE'RE GIVING AWAY $12,000 IN FABULOUS HOME
FURNISHINGS IN OCTOBER! WATCH FOR DETAILS!
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