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On the Outer Banks of North Carolina
there is a legend about the ships that
have come to grief In the great autumn
_storms off those hungry shoals. Over the
conturies there have been many; tho
. Banks have moro than eamed their repu-
tation as the Graveyard of the Atlantic.
‘Most of the graves are in Diamond
‘Shoals just off the point of Capa Hot-
teras, but the entire hundred-odd mile
sweep of coast has devoured Its measure

of wood and flesh. Myths and spectres '

and apparitions He as thick as sea fog
over the Banks...
~ Anne Rivers Siddons
from her book, Outer Banks
By DOUG JOHNSON
STAPY WRITER

have dovoured was the famous

Cape Hatteras lighthouse. But it

hoa been saved and given a now loca-

. tion about 1,000 yards from tho coast,
. thanks to a massive moving project
rompleted in 1999,

Among the structures the sea could
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« The lighthouse was being
by the advancing Atlantic. A hugo din-
mond cable wire anw was used to cut it
off its base, and it waa rolled inland
away from the shifting shore. The move
cost nbout.$12 million, but t‘]w !intinnnl
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The famed Cape Hatteras lighthouse

L
(right) sits in a sofer spot, Check National Geographic, May 2000

for more

details. You need a vehicle (above) with high clearance to

drive along the Outer Banks beaches.

* first three flights,

Park Servico the k is
safe for another 100 years.

Cape Hatteras and the Outer Banks
are really narrow, shifting apits of sand
duncs extending down North Carolina's
Const. One can casily sco how a strong
storm could open a new inlet that would
require a bridge or ferry service.

.:" Indeed, in 1999 Hurricane Dennis
came close to doing just that north of
‘Hatteras; you can see the results in a
‘dog leg and new stretch of pavement on
the only main rond, Highway 12,

The Outer Banks are about vacation
homes perched on pilings out of reach of
surging surf, about fishing, about isola-
tion, about man gambling with nature -
nnd about those beaches, miles and
miles of perfect, hard packed, white
sand, Atlantic Ocean beaches.

One of the biggest of mankind’s gam-
bles with nature will be cclebrated in o
few months with the 100th anniversary
of the Wright Brothers firat powered
4light in 1903,

* The Wright Brothers Memorial in
Kitty Hawk has a amall muscum (part
‘of which ia currently closed for repairs)
but you can still visit the wing-shaped
‘memorial and the small ground mark-
ers showing the distances of the Wright

Aa you drive down the narrow strip of
land hoping to sco the surf at every
turn, you maoy be disappointed. The
seashoroe ia blocked by sand dunes so
you need to stop and do the short walk
over to the beach, or take any one of
several drive-overs. Tho drive-overs are
decp sand and only high clearance vehi-
cles with four-wheel drive are recom-
mended.

If you are driving the family sedan,
check with Capo Paint Exxon in Buxton
(262) 995-5696 about renting something
suitable for the beach.

Hang gliders

The Wright brothers came here for
the stendy winds, and so do hang glid-
ers and sail boarders, The hang gliders
flocked to Jockey's Ridge State Park in
Nags Head and .make the strenuous
hike up the biggest sand dune on the
cast const for a chanco to catch a breeze,
You can rent the nccessary equipment
and obtain instructions at the park or
across the main highway from the park.
‘There are all kinds of rental stores up
and down the barrier islands for every-
thing from umbrellas to ocean kayaks.

Restourants are a mixed bag. Some

are very good, others change ownera o
1ot and you won't find the big chnins
here except fast food places.

Try Kolloy'a Qutor Banks Restaurant
and Tavern in Nags Head, which fen-
tures e large menv, senfood done right
and in a warm atmosphere, In Hatterns
try the rostaurant above the marina
building at Oden’s Dock (The Brenkwa-
ter); thoy scem to know what they're

. doing ond al tables give you a view of

the sunsct on the sound, With the right
timing you can watch the charter boats
unload their cateh and glimpse giant
pelicans staking out a spot on a piling.

There nre plenty of places to sty
along the barrier islands, Holiday Inn
Expresa has a nice facility near the
ferry to Ocracoke Island. You will not
find giant oceanfront hotels like you see
in Virginin Beach or Myrtle Beach.

If condos are your atyle check with
Surf or Sound Realty (800) 237-1138.

Some other things to do:

® Toke the free ferry over to Ocracake
Island. The Island is part of the nation-
al senshore so they keep the ferry free.
Other forries to other locations charge.

M Visit Roanoke Island and the town
of .Mantco. You can go to the Fort
Raleigh National Historic Site to see the

histary of the Lost Colony, and relive
the mystery of Virginin Dare. Kids will
also like the newly redone North Caroli-
na Aquarium and its occan ray touch
tank,

W Take the side ronds over to the
Atlantic in the older part of Kitty Hawk
and see how the water is crashing very
near some of the oldest beach homes.

® Stop at tho Pea Island refuge and

watch the giant turtles bask in the sun-
light.

The Outer Banks are rich with the
legacy of the Wright Brothers, and proof
of the eternal battle between sand and
sea.

Doug Johnson is a retired Livonia
teacher who lives in Plymouth. He works
at a variety of temporary assignments
for the Observer.

Look to the travel page every Sunday if you're looking for vacation ideas
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Why is she smiling?
Because now, nearly everyone who needs
straighter teeth can be treated* with Invisaligr?.

Get the beautiful smile you've always wanted, without braces. Invisalign is

the invisible way to straighten teeth using a series of custom-made, nearly

undetectable aligners. And it's been proven effective in -
both clinical research and in practices nation-wide. So

whether your
teeth are too

kY
crowded, too

Q

ty - far apart, or
have shifted
since wearing

braces, you'll nave a
new reason to smile.

Best of all, now you can get Invisalign ®
for a special “save as braces”™
until October 31, 2001

Call me toli-free today for your free appointment:
Dr. John Marx

1-866-512-1134

And mention promo code: 50406

30201 Dequindre Road
Madison Heights, Ml 48071-2282
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