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‘Residents share emotion, stories

* BY JONT HUBRED
. STAFF WRITER
: Jbubred@os.homecomm.net

It was a very difforent ovening
: than organizers of the Heritage
Fcnuvu] had anticipated,

- ~Sponsored by the Multicultur-
nVMultxrnclnl Community Coun-

dl Farm-

ington

Public

Schools

and the

citios of

Farming-

ton and

Farming-

ton Hills,

Thursday

night's
gathering at the Costick Center
in Farmington Hills was sup-
posed to be a colebration of
diversity,

.. The Council planned to unveil
its activities for the coming year
- which include several commu-
nity forums, the Rainbow Recog-

.nition Awards and s student
. diversity conference.

But when the world changed
“on Sept. 11, the Heritage Feati-
“val changed with it, Thursday

.evening became a focal point for
. community's grief and an
“expression of ite hope in the
“wake of terrorist attacks in New
York, Washington, D.C., and

P4 Pennaylvnnln.

= *“Connections are going to be

- this tragedy’s silver lining,” said

achool board president Cathy

Webh,

o Moderntor Carolyn Chﬂ'ord a

i n Hills resi and

Whilethe event was originally
to celobrate differonces, 47th
District Court Judge Maria
Parker said the community had
shared in a sense of loss and in
hope. “It strikes mo that we have
more than unites us thon divides
us.”

After music by the Harrison
High chamber orchestra and
East Middle School choir, the
community dialoguo also includ-
ed Oakland County Bar Associa-
tion President Elins Escobedo Jr,
He firat asked for o moment of
silence, then spoke about his trip
to Washington, D.C., last
November to spend Veteran's
Day at the Vietnam Veterans
Memaorial,

Fellow Americans

A survivor of that war, Escobe-
do said as he viewed the names
on the wall, “It became very evi-
dent to me each name was sim-
ply listed as a fellow American,
None of the names distinguished
race, creed or color.”

The snme was true in Arling-
ton Cemetery, where ho walked
past row after row of white
crosses that mark the gravea of
soldicrs,

“If we, a8 a country, do not
learn to live together, I can
assure you we will die together,”
Eacobedo said.

Reforring to the terrorist
nttacks, he added, “The five
thousand plus men and women
whose bodies have yet to be
recovered came {rom all walka of
life. There was no discrimination
on S ber 117

repurter t'or WXYZ television,
said she had been very affected
by a report sho did from a local
=school, where children had writ-
~ten lotters to rescue workers in
New York.

- “I don't think I've ever gotten
= teary-cyed on the sct about any-
“* thing until yesterday,” she said.
Z*To see § and 10 year olds talk
2 nbout death, cournge and their
Zheroes really touched me.™

< Clifford, who is African-Ameri-
- can, said she grew up in Detroit
-bul never ventured into the
I Farmington aren until she came
.back to this arca three years
_ago. *I folt very welcome in this
~city,” she said.

The Rev. Brad Gee, pastor at
Hopo Lutheran Church in Fnrmv
ington Hills, spoke to his experi-
ence wuh the youth of his con-

have
n dcnlrc. hopo and prnyer for

'ace.

“Our high school youth are
wreatling with this,” he said.

Samir Haddad, an American
of Arab descent, was visibly
mnvcd s} he upoke of the “douh!n

descent, expressed hor concern
that parents teach their children
the terrorists acted on their own,
not on behalf of an entire people.
Her husband is Arab-American,
Their young son came home
from schoo! terribly upsct by
comments he'd heard that “Ara.
bic peoplo did this.”

His mother told him that
might be true, but “he had noth-
ing in common with people who
did that”

Aldo Vagnozzi, a Farmington
Hills resident who said he expe-
rienced some discrimination dur-
ing World War II because of his
Italinn heritage, urged penplo

A tree and shrub planting
program along Nort

Hills will help with N’western trees

to present a unified look to
natural

of 14 Mile Road will cost $1
millien, and the Farmington
Hills City Council voted Mon-
day to contribute toward it.
The cities of Farmington
Hills and Scuthfield, nlong
with the Michigan Department
of Trnnsportnuon have pro-

Highway from 1-696 to south’

features nlong six milea of
Northwestern Highway.
'l‘hc grnn! request to the
DOT i

(F)A3
gan said.
The city wun:ll also on Mon-
day approved spending

$76,350 for a city-wide tree
planting project It c.nl!s for the

ar

l!'ml Farmington Hills and
Southfield share contributions
that make up 26 percent of the
project cost. Dale Countegan,
Hilla dlmctar of plunnmu and

posed the Nor n High-
way transportation nesthnl)u
project. It will include trees,
shrubs, perenniala and orna-
mental grasses in the median

esti-
mated the city's contribution
at $180,000. If the grant is
approved, work on the project
will happen in 2003, Counte-

shade
trecs und 12 evergreen trees
along major roads, removal of
dead trees and other tree
maintenance.

The Citywide Tree Planting
Program was devised by the
city's planning office in con-
junction with the Beautifica-
tion Commission, city officea
and citizens.

not to make the same
that were made after the bomb-
ing of Pearl Harbor, which
included detaining Japanese-
Americans in camps and suspi-
cions cast on those of German or
Italian deacent.

*“There's o rainbow of colors
over our two cities,” snid the for-
mev Hilla mayor, “Let's keep it
that way. Let's Jook out for each
other.”

In closing remarks, Rabbi
Danny Nevins of Adat Shalom
cxpressed his relief at learning
his brother, Teddy, who worked
just a fow blocks from the World
Trade Center, escaped
unharmed. He quoted from the
27th Psalm: “The Lord is my
light and my salvation. Whom
shall I fear?”

*That light within us is so0 spe-
cial and so sacred that when we
cause it to shine together, we
shall be strong and we shall not
be afraid,” he said.

Rabbi Nevins, Rev. Mark
Jensen of North Congregational
Church and Deacon Mark
Springer of St. Alexander
Cathalic Church lit candles of
remembrance, thanks and hope
at the close of the evening,
which was cut a bit short due to
President George Bush's nation-
wide nddress at 9 p.m.

On Sunday, the Council’s
plnnncd Huntugc Festival was

“As Amenums. we bleed llke
you do. At the snme time, we nre
Arabs and we have peaple out-
side of this room that think we
are to blame, too.”

One mother, of Spanish

d into an opportunity
for residents to contribute to
relief cfforts ~ from signing spe-
cinl greetings to rescue workers
in New York to signing up for
blood donationa:

Crate Magic Show travels to

The Crate Magic Show will
visit Farmington area elemen-
tary schools now thmugh Oct 5.

day, Oct, 7, at Fire Headquar-
;‘cara at 11 Mile and Orchard

local schools

Longacre Elementary: uhowbs
at2:16 and 3 p.m.
H Wednesday, Oct. 3
“Kenbrook El

The show, fe

e,
Following is the schedule for

of the Farmlngtnn Hills Fire
Department, uses illusions and
tricks to reinforce fire safety
messages for elementary achool
children in Farmington Public
Schools.

This is the 19th year the Fire
Department has been taking its
fire safety shows to local schools.
The presentations lead up to
National Fire Prevention Week,
which is Oct 7-13. The Fire
Department will also host its
24th annuel Fire Prevention
Open House noon to 4 p.m. Sun-

the Crate Magic Show:

W Thursday, Sept. 27

Forest Elementary: Shows at 9
and 9:45 a.m.

B Friday, Sept. 28

Lanigan Elementary: Shows
at 8:30 and 10:15 a.m,

Hillside Elementary: Shaows at
2:15 and 3 p.m.

M Monday, Oct. 1

Highmeadow Elementary:
Shows at 9 and 8:45 a.m.

W Tuesday, Oct. 2

Flanders Elementary: Show at

:16 n.m.

y: Shows
at 8:30 and 8:15 a.m.

St. Fabian: Shows at 1:30 and
2:16 p.m.

M Thursdoy, Oct. 4

Woodcreek Elementary: Showa
at 8:30 and 10:15 a.m.

N Friday, Oct. 5 :

Gill Elementary: Shows at
8:45 and 8:30 a.m,

Willinm Grace Elementary:
Shows at 2:15 and 3 p.m.

For information, contact Lt.
Micheel Garr at the Farmington
Hills Fire Department, (248)
426-4 '

Man charged after making threats at library

A Farmington Hills man is
awaiting a forensic exam in Oak-
land County Jail in connection
with o Sept. 16 incident at the
downtown branch of the Farm-
ington Public Library.

Moestafa Omar El-Bealy, 42,
was arraigned Sept. 17 before
47th Diatrict Court Judge Fred
Harris on trespassing and disor-
derly conduct/ resisting arrest
charges. A plea of not guilty was
entered for him. .

Harris set bond at $1,000 per-
sonal on the trespassing charge

and $10,000 for the second”

charge. Each car-

ries o fine of $500 and/or 90 dnys
in jail, according to a court
spokesman.

Further court action is pend-
ing until the resulta of a foren.
sic/ psychiatric exam are
obtainéd, she said.

Police were notified about
problems at the library about
4:30 p.m., after a man allegedly
made threats and said he was
going to shoot everyone inside.

“A large number of individunls
were running out of the build-
ing,” according to a report by the

police officer.

‘When police arrived, the man
was standing behind the infor-
matjon desk, holding a tele-
phone.

Polire ordered him to the floor
at gunpoint, and he resisted. He
jdentified himself as an agent
for the FBI and the CIA. He said
he was with the National Securi-
ty Agency.

A library employee told police
the man became upset and
began pounding on the informa-
tion desk when he could not use
the phone.

BY KEVIN BROWN
STAFF WRITER
kbrown@oo.homecomim.net

She has a sense of humor,
I seces that her children learn
:| what's right, and knows that
:| violent acts against innocents
violate her religion.

: “It's so important that not
:| one persen get hurt with one
word that you say. Thia is in
the Koran,” said Rana Khalef,

Khalaf stood out from her
fellow presenters at Sunday's
Mini Conference on Religious
and Cultural Diversity - but
not because she wears the tra-
ditional Arab black dress, the
;] jilbab; and the white veil, or
| hiinb.

“I'm not a scholar. I don't
claim to be n scholar.” she told
more than 100 people gathered
at the Costick Activitics Cen-
ter for the first ever mini-con-
ference, in conjunction with
the Heritage Festival.

That made her unique
amidst the group of pastors,
pricsts and the univeraity-
trained,

I(hnlnf of Fnrminmup Hills

Hills woman explains her beliefs

Islam. “We all believe and wor-
ship one god who created us,”
she said, adding that prophets
are shared by the two reli-
gions.

She said the Koran teaches
that “when we are at peace
with ourselves we are peaceful
with one another.”

“Many people hear 'Allah’
and think Muslims worship a
different god. It is just a differ-
ent word for god;” sho said,

Khalaf said there are 1.2 bil-
lion Muslims around the
world; and only 18 percent are
Arabic. Besides the Middle
East, Muslims aro found in
Indonesin, Asia, the Soviet
Union and the United States.

Khalafl delved into some
Muslim traditions which may
geem unusual to many Ameri-
cans, but have deep meaning
in her faith.

She noted that during the
month of Ramadan, Muslims
don't eat or drink between
sunset and sundown, “The
most impeortant thing Islam
wants us to be is disciplined
human beings, Fastmu teaches
us to be i " she said.

d to being a
presenter, following the terror-
ist attacks Sept. 11, Still, she
apoke clearly and with fecling
nbout her pride in being Mus-
lim,

“It was a very difficult deci-
sion to be here,” Khalaf said.
“Every Muslim, we are suffer-
{ng pain.

“The true meaning of Islam
is peaco in Arabic, It derives
from the word peace,”

Khalaf pmntcd to similari-
ties between Christianity and

“You can have control over
your own life,

At the end of the month you
really want to celebrate
because you have demonstrat-
ed you have control,

*I think everybody wants to
ask about dress,” she said, ges-
turing to her own clothing. She
smiled and turned toward staff
from Hillside Elementary,
where two of her three chil-
dren attend, The staff mem-
bera smiled back, and Khalaf

turned borek to fhe podium
microphone.

She said that being a woman
covered from head to toe in
traditional Muslim dress

“gives me an identity I'm
proud to show.™

“I don t feel I'm alien; I'm
me,” she said, adding the
Koran stipulntcs women
should dress this way around
men who are not their hus-
band or brothers.

She rejected the idea that
Muslim women are kept igno-
rant, saying women in Islam
are free to be cducated and
pursue careers. “How can an
ignorant woman raise educat-
ed mon?” she asked. “Islam
treats women justly and fairly;
exactly ns it treats men.”

Again rejecting the terrorist
attack Sept. 11, she said the
Koran urges people “not to kill
cach other but to know cach
other.”

Diana Fair of Farmington
Hills said she enjoyed Khalaf's
talk *because she was just an
average person; just a woman
talking about her faith.,”

“What strikes me is there
are much more similarities
than differences,” she said,
between Islam and Christinni-
ty.

Barbara Yuhas, of The Ecu-
menieal Institute for Jewish-
Christinn Studies, said, “I'm a
Christian and it was nice to
know that we share some of
tho same beliefs.”

She said Khalaf also commu-
nicated well with the crowd,
mostly female, because she
spoke of women's concerns,

Fundraisers /..

. department is sponsoring a Ben-
- ¢fit Car Wash for tho Now York
- Fire 811 Relief Fund from 11
! a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday at Fire
. Station No. 5, 314656 W. 11 Mile
 Road at Orchard Lake Road.

: The council also reccived a
. report Munduy from Peter Bald-
! win, nssistant fire chief and coor-
. dinator of emergency manage-
: ment.

*There is a plan in place, it
definea the roles and responsibil-
ities of overyone involved
depending on what the event is,”

he said. “Everyone knows ahead
of timo what their role is.”
Baldwin enid the events of
Sept. 11 could inerease the num-
ber of cxerciges planned by the
emergency management team.
Those exercises range from
scenarios discussed nround n

table to disaster drills, such aa *

the drill in August at Onkland
Community College. In that
drill, local authorities responded
to o poison gas attack on an
auditorium.

Bates said citizens continue to

ask where they can make dona-
tions to boost relicf eforts. She
directed them to the city's Web
site, www.ci.farmington-
hills.mi.us, where lista of legiti-
mate reliel groups nre listed.

Marinucei urged citizens not to
mnil supplieg to New York City,
ns those coordinating relief
cfforts aro unable to handle
these items.

"Financinl suppert is what
they can handle today,” he
explained.

Wednesday, October 3
11 amto 5 pm

In Inlimate Apparel
Bimmingham

Join Jacobson's and Wacoal
in tha fight against breast
cancer. Visit Jacobson’s and let
fit specialist Jan Taylor help
you select the perect bra

for your shape, size

and wardrobing needs.
Wacoal will donate

$1 for each bra fitting,
and $1 for each purchase
of the AWARENESS BRA.
to the Susan G. Komen
Breast Cancer Foundation.

Call {248) 644-6900,
axt. 566 or 684
1o make your appointment,

£ For Tho Cur™ i a Korgex!
vacorark of tho Suan G Karman
Broast Foundgaten,

VWacoa

Fit For The Cure™

A\

Wacoal

Jacobson’s

MON-SAT 10-5 + OPEN SUN AT NOON | BImincham « 2um 0144000 Livers « 734} 001.7008

Jacobsons.com




