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District notes so

Farmington, / Farmington Hills, Michigan

While Farmington Schools’ overall MEAP
scores showed improvement, officials will

have to address sj,
for some classes. They stress parents should
exercise care in evaluating test scores.

ili cooka and chili lovers
will gather at Kellogg Park

this Sunday for the Great Lakes
Regional Chili Cook OfT from 11
n.m to 6 p.m. In nddition to
some great chili and a Harley
Davidson Motorcycle Show, stop
by the WYCD 99.5 booth and
register to win the “Ultimate
Couch Potato Prize Packnge”
which includes a 20-inch
TVA'CR from Adray Camern,
courtesy of the Observer &
Lecentric Newspapers, prize
package from Motor City Harley
and a snack packnge from
Brooks and Farmer Jock. Draw-
ing for prize packoge will be &
p.m. Also pick up information on
the O&E's Fabulous Furniture
2001 contest and October render
prometion. There's live enter-
tuinment from Bobby Lewis and
the Crackerjack Band, line danc-
ing nnd lots more.
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On ice: The After School
Middle School program
offers a wide range of
activities for 6 to 8th
graders in the Farmington
Schools. A close-up look is
in Hometown Life, C-1. ~
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By JONI HUBRED
BTAPY WRITER
Jhubred@oc.homecomm.not

When you're playing the “ratings
game” in achools, the rules can be con-
fusing and the ultimate result can
leave room for doubt about winners
and losers.

But school officials say when it
comes to Michignn Educational Asseas-

ificant drops in scores

ment Program testing, parents need to
look nt their children's acores as a
guide to improvement, rather than an
indicater of success or faflure, The
snme is true for the entire district,
according to Superi d r. Bob
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me MEAP ‘drops’

classes took mignificunt porcentage
dives from previous years,

“In general there's improvemont,”
Maxficld said of the test scures
releascd last week, "We've got some
real drops we have te deal with and
there were huge gaps between our
highest and lowest achieving schools.”

In a diverse district like Farmington,
where 86 lnngunges are spoken in stu-
dents’ homes, teachera have to work
w'{l‘l_x language ond cultural barriers in

Maxfield,

While students generaily did well in
basic skills - rending, math, social
studies, science and writing - some

to preparing to meet

room level, he said. “We're asking our
classroom tenchers to take a kid-by-kid
approach.”

While a cottage industry has sprung
up around test preparation materials,
the district tries not to cross the fine
lino between educating children and
“teaching to the test.,” Maxfield
believes good teaching and attention to
detail will result in positive test scorcs,

Officinls stresa the acorea should be
viexzed againat the backdrop of state

state standnrds,

But Maxficld added, “We still have to
address those kids.”

Iasues will be denlt with on the class-

Great White

Puff Daddy:
Farmington
Hills Naturalist
Joe Derek show
off two mon-
strous puffballs,
which were
found in Farm-
ington Hills.
“These are total-
ly edible,” Derek
said. “If it’s pure
white outside
and pure white
inside, they're in
prime condi-
tion.” Derek suid
the weather con-
ditions this year
were just right
for the monster
versions of the

. puff ball mush-
room. Normally,
they just grow in
clusters in
grassy areas. No
puff balls are
poisonous, Derck
said, but some
may taste
“woody.” Of
course, anyone
who harvests
and cats wild
mushrooms
should be cau-
tious and make
sure to positively
identify the
plant before con-
suming it.

Digging through history

By SUE BUCK
STAFF WAITER
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Phe new grand lady of the Warner Mansion is a
woman who's not afraid to get her hands dirty.

Linda Horvath bringa with her a lot of experience in
the world of history and has even been on an archaeologi-

cal dig.

“People go into archacology because they hate the time
period they are living in,” suid Horvath, who was recent-
iy appointed the first dircctor of the historic Gov. Warner

Mansion.

To tell the story, you have to go back in history, Hor-
vath said. To go back in history, you end up in archacolo-
gy. That's the connection that binds and brings every-

Direct contact:
Linda Horvath
is the new direc-
tor at the Gover-
nor Warner
Mansion on
Grand River in
Farmington.
She brings a
wealth of experi-
ence in preserv-
ing history,
including time
with archaeo-
logical digs.
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Dear Renders:

The Observer's October reader pro-
motion offers a chance to win some
cxeiting prizes.

When you subscribe or renew your
current subseription now through Oct.
31, you could win one of the fallowing
prizes.

B A new recliner from Walker/

berg Furniture in d

to compare Farmington to other dis.
tricts, or even to compare results withe

Plense sco MEAP, A2

Barnett
set for
senate run

Farmi Hills city

Vicki Barnett has announced her can-
didacy for the newly created 14th Dis-
trict State Senate seat.

The 47-year-old mother of two hinted
last week that her announcement
would come soon, after State Rep.
Gilda Jncobs, D-Huntington Woeds,
tossed her hat in the ring, Barnett said
she was encouraged by {riends, con-
stituents and local elected officials to
enter the vace. Barnett is also chair of
the 11th Congressional District Demo-
cratic Committee. .

“After 20 years of political-involve-
ment and civic activiam at the local
level, I am ready to bring my encrgy

Pleaso see BARNETT, A3

Pavilion
project gets
a big boost

BY SUE BUCK
STASF WRITER
shuck@oe homecomm.net

It's official — the proposed downtown
Farmington pavilion is now known as
the Walter E. Sundquist Community
Pavilion.

Sundquist donated $76,000 toward
the project and is ita biggest benefac-
tor. A presa conference was planned
Wednesday.

The covered, multi-uso use struc-
ture, which will be located in the
downtown center at Grand River and
Farmington, is designed for year-
round use, The estimated coat of the
pavilion with restrooms is about
$160,000.

Downtown Devclopment Autharity
officials expeet the rest of tho money to
come through donations.

—— s

Plensc see PAVILION, A2

Here's your chance to W\_ﬂﬁ

which is featured in todny’s At Home
section,

W Four tickets to a Detroit Pistons
home game.

 Four VIP tickets to a regulnr-sea-
son home game of the Plymouth
Whalers nt Compuware Sports Arenn
in Plymouth and n $560 gift certificate
for dinner at the Ginopolia Parthenon

Plymouth. The recliner is also part of
our Fabulous Furniture 2001 contest,

inside the nrcno,
B Four AMC movie passcs,
A six-month aubscription ia $25.60,

in Observer reader promotion!

annual subscription fs $61. Senior cit-
izen rates ore available, Your pay-
ment must accompany the order, Pro-
motion ends Oct, 31. Winnors will be
notified by telephone and published in
the Observer Newapapers,

Call us at (724) 631-0500 to sub-
neribe or renew, nnd be sure to nsk
about aur other reader premiums.

Your Obscrver delivers the best
locnl news, sports, entertninment,’
arts, classified and local ads every

Thursday and Sunday.

call mo at (734) 853-2100 or e-mail me
at srosick® oc. homecomm.net

1 welcome your commonts. You can

Sinceroly, W
Publisher
Observer Nowspapars
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