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Benefit helps young comic, NFHS grad now paralyzed

BY SUSAN B, TAUBER
BTAFF WRITER
stauber@oc.homecomm.not

Mark Herman doesn’t have
much to laugh about these daya,
The young comic, 26, is strug.
gling to make it through each

ay.

Last March, after having good
succeas as a comedian in Chica-
go, Herman was in a fitness
room working out with weights.
A cheat press bar fell against the
back of his neck, erushing his
fourth and fifth cervical verte-
brae and leaving him paralyzed
from the neck down, according to
Jodi Caden. Caden's aister, Kari,
is a friend of Herman's.

For tho firat fow months fol-
lowing the accident, Herman
was dependent on a ventilator to
help him breathe. He lived until
July in different hospital and
rchabilitation settings.

The graduate of North Farm-
ington High School and Enstern
Michigan University is currently
living again with his mother,
Alice Herman, in West Bloom-
field. She’s his primary caregive
er, a role she knows from taking
care of her husbund and Mark's
father, Bert Herman, who suf-
fered from Lou Gehrigs discase.
He died in 1998.

The family is struggling with
the emotional, physical and

financial hardships caused by
Mark's accident,
“He is just n very personublc.:

* friendly, ocutgoing porson,

Suzanne Leibovitz said about
her brother. “I don't know if
there’s a word to describe him.
He has always been the carcgiv-
or and the advice giver. He made
friends everywhere and he was
doing so well in Chicago.”

Friends and family members
who have known the Hermans
for yenrs and people who have
never met them have rallied
togother to help.

‘The most recent outpounng of
support is a fund-raiser to help
defray some of the enormous

costs involved in the patient’s
treatment.

“The family is in financial
straits,” said Caden. “Their med-
ical insurance policy has
imposed stringent limitations on
what it will cover. It doesn't
cover many things he necds,
such as supplies and 24-hour
health care, which can cost
about $15,000 a month.”

The event is a strolling supper
and auction from 8 p.m. to mid-
night Saturday, Oct. 6, at
Dosigns Unlimited, 3160 Hag-
gerty Road in West Bloomficld,

Tickots, available at the door,
are $95 for a Friend ticket and
$160 cach for a Benefactor tick-

ot.

‘To make reservations, contact
Caden at (248) 624-7300. People
who want to contribute to the
Mark Herman Irrevocable Trust
Fund also should cail Caden.

“Every dollar raised goecs
toward tho fund sot up through
Variety charity for Mark,” Caden
explained.

Restaurants donating food for
the evening include Asanggi, Big
Dnddy’s Parthenon, Como's
Ginopolis, The Golden Mush-
room, Leo's Conoy Island,
Morels, No, VI Chop House,
Rocky Mountain Chocolate Fac-
tory, Starbucks, Tomatoes Apiz-
za, Sizzling Sticks and Trovar-

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 5 AND
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6 ARE

20-50% OFF STOREWIDE

ON FABULOUS FALL FASHIONS

30 0/0 OFF Large selection of tall

shaft boots from Enzo Angiolin, Nine West,
Steve Madden and more. Reg. 99.00-160.00,
sale 69.30-112.00. th WOMEN'S SHOES.

50 O/ 0 OFFAssuned gemstone

and diamond bracelets. Reg. 60.00-120.00,
sale 29.99-59.99, IN ACCESSORIES.

SPORTSWEAR.

SALE 39.99 ;wealer coats

{rom relativity. Reg. 46.00-54.00. i LADIES"

SALE 169.99

Large selectibn of famous-maker leather
pants, Reg. 220.00. IN LADIES’ SPORTSWEAR.

SALE 229-99 Leather
bomber jackets from Preswick & Moore
and Perry Ellis. Reg. 395.00. mmen's.

SALE 189.99

Large selection of ladies' leather jackets.
Reg. 350.00. In LADIES' SPORTSWEAR.

2"'50 0/0 OFFFamous-maker

denim for toddlers, boys 4-20 and girls 4-16,
Reg. 23.00-40.00, sale 17.25-30.00. N CHILOREN'S.

Help fund breast cancer ressarch by joining the RACE FO R TH E CU R E on Saturday, October 6 at Linn Park in downtown Birmingham.

P.A.R.“S’loA.N
YOU'RE SOMEBODY SPECIAL

CALL 800.424-8186 TO ORDER ANYTIME. STORE HOURS: Laurel Park Placa (353-7500) open Sun.12-6, Mon.-Sat. 10-9. FOR INFORMATION call 953-7500.
CHARQE JT: Parisian Cradit Card, MasterCard, Visa, tho Ametican Express® Card or Discover®,

LOCATED AT LAUREL PARK PLACE IN LIVONIA, CORNER OF NEWBURGH ROAD AND 51X MILE ROAD (TAKE THE 81X MILE ROAD EXIT OFF INTERSTATE 278},

roen

row Hardware.
A pinnist, disc jockoy nm{-
smgnr will provide onturtnlm

Gucnu will be ablo to bid ln 'y
silent nuction for such thinga as
a California getaway with n
walk-on TV appoarance, a hotd
air bnlloen ride, a signed gulm(
by Melissa Etheridge, o day nt’
the sen on- o private yacht with:
lunch and dinner included and
much more.

Dog park
expert
invited

Annc Fracassa, the premdent.
of the Warren Animal Righta;
Commission, will speak locally:
about the issues and challenges
she faced in her two yenr strug-
glo to got the recently opened
Warren Dog Park on 12 Milo
Rond west of Van Dyke into rcnl-

'l‘ha park, which opened on,
Aug. 8, has proven to be n
tremendous success, as well as.
generating n profit after only ol
little over n month of operation.. *

According to event organizer
George Sarkisian, the presenta.,
tion will take place on Tuesdny,)
Oct. 8, beginning at 8:30 p.m,;
The location is still to be deter--
mined; the meeting is open tn
the publlc

For information, Jeave o mes- :
sage with your name and tele-:
phone number for Sarkisian nt
248-626-9137.

Professor says
retaliating will
be difficult

'
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By TiM SMITH ;
STAFF WRITER 1
tamith@oe homecomm.net ’

Unlike the bombing of Pearl
Harbor, American retaliation for,
the Sept. 11 nirplanes-as- mls-
siles nssault on New York City
and Washington, D.C. will bg
difficuit — if not nearly impossi-
ble - to accomplish. .

“We haven't had ... anything
we can associate it with,?
explained Schooleraft Collegg
political science Professor
William J. Burke. “Pear! Har?
bor, that was devastating, but inf
a different way. That was more
military,” during wartime, with
Japan an casy-to-distinguish
assailant,

Nobody knows yet who apears
headed the terrorist acts,
although many fingers are seeme
ingly pointing toward Saudi ter-
rorist Osama bin Laden,

But Burke algo said the disns.
ter underacores the wide cultur-
al gap between the eapitalistic
United States and Middlo Enst
and that Americans very well
might have to give up precious
frecdoms in exchange for securi-
ty.

Those were some of the con-
versations taking place in politi-
cal science classrooms taught by
Burke and Professor Alexander
Thomsan. X

“One of the topics we're going
into is individual freedom,” said
Burke, who deseribed hia stu-
dents as being stunned nnd

“aghast” about the terrorist
attacks. “Every society has to
make the choice between free-
dom and security, and thie real-
ly brings that lesson home.”

The one-or-the-other choice,
continued Burke, seemingly is
now “in the affing.”

Thomson, a Farmington resi-
dent now in his third year on the
Schooleraft faculty, agreed that
*In the long run, the fundamen.
tal question that comes to mind
ia, *Are Americans willing to give
up some measure of individunl
freedom in response to this
thing? "

Students came back into
Thomson’s class following a
short brenk about 8 a.m, that
Tuecsdny, and acon found out
what had transpired. The class
congregated around a television,
watched CNN coverage, and
then thoughtfully delved into
various discussions.

The speculation that the
attacks were levied by *a group
of individunls who tend to be
suicidal auggests something
more religious and fundnmental
than sccular. It seems American
culture is being attacked,”
‘Thomaon said.

“If it does anything,” Burke
snid, *it does dramatize the dif-
ference between the culture of
the Middle East today and the
Western world,”




