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Furniture style options abound

BY JOAN BORAM
SPECIAL WRITER

What is your definition of a
“livable” home? Or a “comfort-
able” room?

Whether we decide to furnish
a room or an entire house, wo
bring with us certain precon-
ceived idens of how we want to
live, and how we want to be secn
by others. Chances are wo know
whnf. wo don't want, even if our

“wants” aren't cleurly defined.
However, when faced with the
myriad furniture styles avail-
able, wo'ro often overwhelmed
and unable to say, “That ona,*

Sometimes a professional inte-
rior designer is just what we
noed to help us make decisions,
reconcile our private and public
images, and live happily ever
aftor.

For exumpln, clients of Ed Poa-
tif, president of Edward Postif
Ire., 2 Plymouth-based interior
design firm, recently bought a
ranch home in a subdivision,
buflt sometime in the 1980s.
Ardent golfers, the couple want-
od their contemporary-style
home to have the convivial
warmth that they enjoyed in the
club house,

“We decided to create a combi-
nation library-dining room. The
clients only used the dining room
onco a year, for Thanksgiving,
and then they only had onc
guest,” snys Postif,

“To create an intimate, friend-
ly, conversation area with a pub
look, I used sage-green velvet on
a custom-made banquette and
on two antique chairs, The large
TV-was inatalled in a custom.
built unit made of old barn pine

wood.

Postif used arts-nnd-crafts fur-
niture and William Morris fab-
rica throughout the house,

.Although the furniture and fab-
ric designa were popular in the
late 19th century, the strong and

aimple lines: of the furniture

style, accented by prominent oak
grain, compliment the contempo-
rary architectural atyle of the
home while adding warmth and
character. The fabric designs,
typically in quiet greens, gold,
ruddy madder reds and deep
indigo blues, add a note of quiet
¢legance to the pared-down
integrity of the furniture,

=*I like to incorporate antiques
to finish a room,” says Postif.
“When we've selected uphol-
stered piccea and ruge, I'll add

Get it straight: Most people have a theme, such as contemporary, traditional or
eclectic, in mind when they decide to decorate. Warm contemporary is characterized

by straight lines and no carving or columns on wood.

English or French or carly
American pieces, a chair or a
side table perhaps, to ndd char-
acter and warmth. The patina of
oldnesa - little cracks, dark old
brass, and duller finishes - con-
trasts with shiny new pieces and
adds a sense of history,”

French antiques generally are
“Provincial” — rustic country
pieces — or the classic Louis XV,
XV1, or Empire. Louia pieces
typically have curving lines, and
decorative add-ons, such as bou-
quets, baiketa 'of flowers, mvirls”
and scrolls, Definitely luxurious,
they're also delicately propor-
tioned and airy in feeling.

Empire pieces were a product
of the Napoleonic era. Napoleon
wanted to disassociate himself
from royalty, but he also wanted
his regime to have historical
antecedents: Empire style draws
on the Roman Empire for inspi-
ration, and is characterized by
classical lines, columns and lau-
rel wrenths, and the Napoleonic
bee. Often, there are gold touch-

s,

Traditional 18th century
English taste ran to large,
chunky, dark furniture: ple:cn

d by Adam, Ch

and Sheraton dunng this ern are
orderly, symmetrical, and archi-
tectural. Very classic and clean,
they often feature columns, pedi-
mentas, or fretwork. Early in the
18th century, walnut was com-
monly used for furniture, but in
mid-century, when trading with
the Caribbean colonies flour-
izhed, ‘'mahogany became the
wood of choice.

Postif frequently turns to
Chris Proy, owner of Europe
Direct Warchouse in Ferndale
for antique furniture and small
pieces. Franklin resident Pray
travels to Europe several times a
year to replenish his stock of
British and French antiques, His
workshop also provided the cus-
tom banquette and barn wood
TV unit for Postif's clienta.

“It's the best place I know to
find a big sclection of excellent

EN TOP SHOP

Cabinetry For Every Room On Sale Now
With Your Choice Of Microwave*.
Free! Just 5129
Countertop Over-the-range
Sensor Microwace” Microwave*
VM1441,

JE1860.

s *Minimum purchase of 10 I(It:hen or
bath cabinets to quall
Offer ends November 30,

31150 W. Eight Mile Road
Farmington Hills, Ml 48336
248.477.1515
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picces at excellent prices,” says
Poatif.

According to Mark Morgen-
roth, A.S.LD, president of Sher-
wood Studios in West Bloomfield
Township, most people have a

d in a custom-b
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A frlendly area: Ed Postif used sage-green velvet on a
custom-made banquette and on two antique chairs to
create an intimate, friendly conversation area. The

it unit

large television was install

made of old barn pine wood.
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theme, such as porary,
traditionn! or eclectie, in mind
when they decide to decorate.

“The most important factor in
a successful design is a design
flow that runs through the house
and represents the owners' per-
sonality,” snys Morgenroth.

“Years ngo, most design was
traditional, but within the paat
ten yenrs, therc's been a trend
towards warm contemparary. It's
characterized by straight lines,
no carving or columns on the
wood, no skirt on the sofa. Earli-
er contemporary waa colder and
starker, employing polyester lac-
quer finishes and, often, formi-
ca.”

Today'a eontemporary style
uses rosewood, mahogany or nat-
ural oak with a clear finish. It's
apt to have rounded arms and
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An carlier y sofa

cleanl a8 well as Ultrasuede.”
1 furniture, which

may have been covered in

stxll hlu many prnponenu. is

leather, but teday’s Ul

is warmer than leather and, says
Morgenroth, “Nothing wears or

more detailed and is
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35% OFF OF MANNEQUINS!*
*See shop foc detaide. Offer expires 10731701,
Quatrine
washable furniture®
168 South O Woodward Avenue, Birming!

248.644.4705 mon-sat 10-6 sun 12-5

www.quatrine.

com
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Colorworks Studio, Inc.

Interior Design

Colorworks Uncommon
A Unique Boutique
Our clients tell us that we listen to their needs, that we
sge their vision. designing your dream... pcrfccung
every detail... the finished
project speaks for itself,

Fine furnishing, new construction selectsons,
accessories & accents.

248-851-7540
32506 Norchwestern Highway
Farmington Hills

Berweén 14 Mile & Middlebelt
wivnscolorworksstudio.com
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