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o’ FURNITURES

DESIGNER’S CORNER

Kitchen

Today’s consumers are look-
ing for comfort and function, as
well as style, when sclecting
furnishings for the kitchen.

It is important to select the
correct size and shape dinette
table for tho epace. There
should be a minimum of 30
inches walking space around
tho table ~ 36 inches is ideal.

Maple and cherry for cabi-
netry and flooring seom to be
the current woods of choice.
Light, clear finishes have
become very popular. Con-
aumers ara opting for dinette
sets with moro than one finish.
Painted finishes and colored
stains, in combination with
woods that blend with cabi-
notry and {looring, arc a popu-
lar trend.

Family dining habits have
changed dramatically in recent
yeavs, Meal time has becomo
much moro casual. The designs
of k have 'ch a8 @

Duane Petrowsky

European antiques are used,
In contrast, cleaner lines and
simple detailing keep the Louis
Phillipe style in demand for
u;m wanting the look and feel
of und 1ol

result. Many builders are
incorporating eating spaces
built into the counters for “on-
the-run” meals.

Fabrics. and accessories are
being used to bring color, pat-
tern and warmth to the
kitchen. Fabrics for window
tr and seat cushi

Today's consumecrs are
becoming more comfortable
mixing different styles in the
same room. It is no Jonger

.required to buy an entire

matching dining room sect.
Rather than a standard china
cnlnnct many people are choos-

bring warmth and color to the
area. Accessorics on tabletopa,
walls, counters, and above cab-
incts give the kitchen life and
personality.
Dining

Longevity is key in the mind
of the dining furniture buyer.
Homeowners are locking for
styles that will transcend time
and atay in style through
changing trends. Because of
this, traditional and transition-
al styling remain popular.

For a more formal look, tra-
ditional styles with carving in
darker woods that resemble

ing si da with accessories
and artwork to add interest
and character to the dining
room.

In smaller rooms where the
use of a china cabinet is pro-
hibitive, scaled down non-tra-
ditional dining picces such as
hand painted sccrotaries,
curioa and chests are being
introduced. These accent
pieces supply atorage and dis-
play space as well as a warm
and comfortable dining atmo-
sphere,

Column written by Duanc
Petrowsky, an interior designer
at Newton Furniture.

Kitchens follow personal mixes

BY DIANE GALE ANDREASST
SFECIAL WRITER

Since most of us spend more
waking hours in our kitchens
than anywhere elso in the house,
it’s not surprising that we pour a
lot of our decorating energies
into the cabinets and acces-
sories,

“Quality time is limited, and
because you have to ent, you
have to be there,” said Candiso
Waller, deaigner at DeGiulio
Kitchen and Bath in Birming-
ham,

“You're trying to create an
environment that is rich, warm
and where everyone wants to
be,” she said. “Pcoplo spend a lot
of time and offort to creats a
place to share and nourish.
That'a why the kitchen is so
impartant.”

“Kitchens are much more cus-
tomer-oriented than they over
used to use tho customer
is 8o much more aware,” said
Loreen Keeth, vice president of
Top Shop in Farmington Hilla,

“You have to make tho kitchen
fit the homeowner and their way
of life. It's an individual thing.
And each one is styled to that
individual.”

Choices abound today com-
pared to 16 years ago, sho snid,
when cuatomers chose from
either white cabincta or light,
medium or dark oak,

“All of a sudden there are col-
ors and different styles of wood,”
Keeth said.

“Peoplé gravitate toward the
new. Kitchens are much more
fun than they used to be. You're
allowed a lot more creativity,
You're not locked into some-
body’s {dea of what it should be.”

Most moms don't stay in the
kitchen eight hours o day, seven
dnys a week anymore, Keoth
added.

The kitchen has become cen-

tho warmth of home and family.

“It's the core of the family and
th}:icom of the home,” Keeth
said.

Planning

When planning a new kitchen
or making changes to an old one,
it’a important to identify the
apace that will be used and it's
important to decide if you want
an open or closed area, according
to an Internet Web site,
www.homestore.com

“Some serious cooks are
appalled by the iden of a space
where they can't concentrate in
solitude, or where messy pots
are in view,” the Web site said.

*“The twe main poles in kitchen
style are country and contempo-
rary. Beyond that, there are
period, geographical, romantic,
gourmet and eclectic styles.”

Styles come and go, but Dave
Stapleton, owner of New Con-
cept in Livonia, said oak kitchen
cabinets have been “popular for
100 years and probably will be
for another 100 years.”

The lighter oaks are more pop-
ular than the dark. More and
more people are asking for
glazed finishes on their cabinets.
Thoey start with a atained wood
and teke cither a darker or
lighter atain 28 a contrasting
color that geta picked up in the
crovices,

Distressing the wood and

making {t loak antique is anoth-

wood that a lot of homeowners
are asking for, according to Car-
men Hancock, president and
owner of Kitchen Plus in Livo-
nia.

While white is still popular in
kitchens, Hancock doesn't see it
as o current trend, She does,
however, hear a lot more people
asking for erecams and light-
taned yellow on their cubinets.
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er popular
“The other extreme would be
the very clenn, very polished

Homeowners are also looking
for mnvenlenm by nddmg loads

look uamg things like
accents,” Waller said. “You can
pretty ‘much create anything
that you want.”

Light maple and other natural
looking woods are mnking their
way into a gmwmg number of
homes, Stapleton sai

Cherry is another populnr

of iea to their kitch:

that ultimately make their lives
a Jot casier, like roll-out trays
and shelves, fold-out pantry
racks for pans and lazy susans
in all sizes. Roll-out trash con-
tainors with a muititude of bins
for recycling are requested a lot,
too, Stapleton said.

PHOTO CotrTsT OF Nrw Concrt KImusy & Rat
Clean and bright: This kitchen is warm and inviting
with the smooth grain of Brighton maple cabinets
offered through HomeCrest Cabinetry.

“The number one question is:
‘Can you get me more room ins
my existing kitchen?” he said.  +

Efficient design patterns to,
make the most of an aren is
cssentinl, Builders sometime:
are more concerned about cosf
and less focused on whethe:
they're creating lpnne that cnn:‘

used, Stapleton said.

“1 always start by Lrymg to m‘lo
the work triangle,” he said. "Tho
triangle consists of the sink,
stove and refrigerator. We'rd]
looking for the most convenicat)
setup for the person working i m
the kitchen.”

Gail Fefkorn, sales munuge:’
for Kitchen Suppliers Inc. with)
showrooms all over metrd
Detroit including Canton, Livod
nia and Waterford, has scen o

Ploase sce PERSONAL, J11

tral base for crafts, I
entertaining and npprecwtmg

¥ Your choice of 4
j different Icathers, in

| the way you want,
fi and enjoy it in your
| home in just 3 weeks.

Was *1698

1198

SALE PRICE

many colors.
Select this Sofa just -

Matching Love Seat
available at just
$1098, Chair at $698;. -
Ottoman at $398.
Sofa Bed also
available.

All solid hardwood
frames, tencil steel
springs, Carolina’

THE FALL

HOME FURNISHING‘S

v'f.




