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Good storage holds key to good organization

BY PAT STRIN N
COFLEY NEWS SERVICR

It's an unwritten law: There’s
no such thing as too much stor-
age space.

While the feng shuj concept of.
home decor that enhances body,
mind and spirit calls for npndnul
arens free of clutter to avoid
stagnant energy, we are a nation
of conaumers and moat of us con.
tinue to accumulate “stulf.”

Crenting ndoqunte stornge
docs more than get clutter under
control, it also promotes calm in
the housshold and makes it pos-
sible for all members of the fami-
}y to be more productive and
happy, according to Damian

Tuggey, a San Diego interior
designer who specinlizes in space
planning.

“When shelves, cabinets and
drawers aro so stuffed that you
can't find anything, it mokes lifo
chaotic and when life ia chaotic,
you can’t get much done,”
Tuggey said.

Storing all our atuff - from

toys to homao office supplics
- is a challengo that's addreased
room by room by space designer
Kasha Harmer Hirst, author of
“Storage” (Chronicle Books,
$14.95),

“Good storage is both the art
and science of making space
work . . . (to) make the house a
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living

hi to ful-

fitl thc needs of our 1ndlv1dunl
lives,” Hirst says.

ilo built-in storage makes
the most efficient use of cxisting
space, unless it's well planned, it
may not serve the changing
needs of a growing family. How-
ever, space planners at home
improvement stores can help you
plan new built-in cabinotry for
home office, living room, dining
room, kitchen, kids room and
even garage atorage that won't
cosat the world, At the very least,
a free seasion with one of their
consultants will give you some

ideas, options and price points.
A consultation with an interior

Accordmg to Kuch, trenda in
Kitchen design to cumpllmcnt
appliances have their positives
and negatives.

:“The appliance garage, a
kitchen cabinet accessory, takes
up lota of counter space,” Kuch
said.

**It houses steam when a per-
son leaves a coffeemaker on
inside the gerage. The stecam
from the coffeemaker can dam-
nge tho inside wood ceiling of the
garage. On the flipside, the
gppliance garage helps hide
amall appliances.”

- Kuch also #aid that many cus-
tomors love over-the-range
thicrowave ovens for the sake of
convenience and the kitchen
gpuce savinge.
= *From a design standpoint, the
customer is only losing 3 inches
af upper cabinetry space in a
standard kitchen.”

« New appliance trends show-
¢nse exciting designs and a mul-
f5tude of choices. But the ongo-
ing trend is quite clear: The end
tesult is atill dopendent on the -
customer’s personal preferences
and budget.
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design clement all its own.
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or a firm that special-
izes in apace design (which is all
about storage) can also give you
ideas on creative use of existing
o;:inco and they need not be
P

An often overlooked area for
storage is the atairway, accord-
ing to Hirst. Staircases can be
built or redesigned with atorage
boxes beneath each stair step,

‘The kitchen is the room where
adequate storage is the highest
priority. If you're lucky enough
to be designing a kitchen from

scratch or remodeling an exist-
ing kitchen, Hirst suggests that
a kitchen island with plenty of
storage beneath the working
countertop is a good option.
Shallow built-in floor-to-ceiling
shelves make good use of space.
*“A new kitchen is about the
most expensive home improve-
ment that you can make but it's
also the quickest way to add
value to your home,” she said.
itchen remodels range from
obout $25,000 to $50,000, but if
a total remodel is not in your
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budget she suggesta cnllomxz~
ing existing cabinet interiors !.o
mako more cfficient use of exist-"
ing space, putting up new shelv-

ing and utensil racks, '

Floor-to-ceiling units provide:
lots of space where infrequently:
used items such as turkey roast-
ers and punch bowls can bLe’
stored on high shelves while
more frequently used items can.
be stored on Jower shelves wbere
they are within easy reach.

Visit Copley News Service at

www,copleynews.com

lot more homeowners adding
glass accenta to their kitchena,

"Your countertops — going to
Corian or granite —really putina
nice touch, too,” Fefkorn said,
adding that moldings also play a
big role in making tho kitchen
look stylish.

Homeowners are looking for
high end, rich effecta,

*In the past we used to scll far
more entry level typo cabinets in
the showroom,” Fefkorn said.
*Customers are taking their equi-
ty and putting it into their
homea, ’l"huy’m gnmg for custom
and i

This trend is also seen in the
Tuscany-style kitchen, known for
a tremendous amount of detail,
especially in the cooking area
around the range. It calls for dec-
orative housing for the ventila-
tion system end it lends itself to
more bulky looking cabinots,

Islanda have become 2s com-
mon in kitchens as the sink. They
come in all different styles and
colors and take up more apace
than they did in the past.

One ialand type glvol the

of fl

l.hey're placed on bun legs so the
bi: don't go to the floor.

“Believe it or not, even though
everyone says sales are down,
maybe the traffic isn't what it
used to be, but people are spend-
ing money,” Fefkorn said.
“They’re making their homes,
their homes and giving it a nice
custom look.”

Homeowners are also opting for
highly decorative cabinets with
elaborate trima, moldings and
appliqués.

“The one thing that doesn’t
change in the kitchen, is that it is
atill very much the heart of the
home,” Hancock said.

“Families are smaller and
kitchens are becoming larger to
accommodate activities; eating
and entertaining, Everyono atill
ends up in the kitchen. We're tak-
ing other rooms and knocking
down walls and making additions
to increase the size of our

kitchens.”

Do your homework about what
is available o you won't be disap-

pointed after the job is done, aaid

John DeGiulio, owner of DeGmho

Kitchens in Dearborn.

*The im; rt«untﬂungulA)vmt
the showrooms before you decide
on anything,” he said. “Get some
denign expertise with in-home
consultationa and see the designs
before you actusally buy. They
must see the door sample and,
most importantly, they should
have n design before they buy the

“kitchen.”

DeGiulio nlso sces more and
moro kitchena designed for two
people. When the husband and
wife are working they also share.
the duties of cooking, DeGluho

said.

*There's still some muvcmcn‘.
toward contemporary designs,;
but I think the traditional, solid;
woods, like the light maple, cher-;
ry and hgh!. onks are taking over!

right now,” he said.
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