Ann Arbor’s Trueblood
Theatre presents “The
Good Person of Szechwan.”
Call (734) 764-2538 for
tonight’s showtimes and
prices.

NTERTAINMENT

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
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lexander Zonjic atill scems stunncd a month
Ann.cr terrorist attacks destroyed the twin tow-

ers of the World Trade Center. The Joss of
thousands of peoplc preys on his mind as he talks
about the tragedy in between taping his morning
rudm program for Smooth Jazz \WWMVM 98.7 FM in

Elton John performs 8
p.m. at Joe Louis Arena,
Detroit. Tickets $47.50-
$87.50, call (248) 645-6666

The Pernice Brothers take
the stage with Kingsbury

Manx, 8 p.m. at the Magic
Bag, Ferndale. Tickets $9,
call (248) 544-3030.

Greenfield Village,
20900 Oakwood Blvd. in
Dearborn, is celebrating
the colors of the season 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. daily now
through Oct. 31 for its

annual Fall Color Festi-
val. Call (313) 271-1620
for details.

Hills.

Zomn: admits life changed for him and everyone
that morning. Until then he'd been happily planning
a releaso party for his now CD Reach for the Sky.

It was to be a celebration for the flutist whose lnst
solo recarding, Passion, hit the store shelves in 1993,
Snxophonist Kirk Whalum and keybonrdist Joff Lor-
ber played on the new CD and were to appear on
stage with Zonjic for the releasc.

“We were watching on a black and white TV at the
radio station,” said Zonjic. “It was 8o surreal.”

Surreal and sad, so sad Zonjic changed his plons
for the CD relense party. Instead, he'll donate the
net proceeds from an Oct, 18 concert to the Ameri-
can Red Cross Disaster Relief Fund.

New York holds special memories for Zonjic. Over
the years, he's played everywhere from Carnegie
Hall to the Blue Note in Greenwich Village.

“We were going about the process of setting every-
thing up when everyone’s life changed,” snid Zonjic.

* “Once the smoke cleared no ene was thinking about
new CDs. We'd lost the enthusiasm. I wasn't com-
fortable thinking about doing it. We started a dia-
logue. I said we had to change the focus of this, We
had to have a reason to do this. How can we help?
talked with people at the radio station and we
decided to present a besefit concert for the Red
Cross.”

Once all the musiciana involved realized it was a
hcncﬁt, Zonjic said “they wanted to participate even
more.”

That touched Zonjic deeply. He's been in the music

- business since the late 1860s8’'and appreciated the
fact friends such as Bob Jumes, Whalum and Lorber
wanted to help with the effort.

Reach for the Sky suddenly became more than just
a title for a CD by the flutist who spent most of his
career pushing the limits of musical styles, They
were renching for the eky to raise thousands of dol-
lars to help victims of the terrorist attacks. Reach
for the Sky now became part of the healing. But
then so did onc of the songs on the new CD, When
Zonjic recorded Amazing Grace ho never imogined
the spiritunl would have such meaning for the mil-

lions of Ameri-
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Benefit concert: Alexander Zonjic introduces his new CD at a concert to benefit the

. cans reeling
Alexander Zonjic f;ﬁ:‘csl;“

What: Bob . James, Kirk *It's inspir-

Whalum, Jeff Lorber and Ken t  ijng® gaid Zonjie.

Navarra Join Zonllc in a bene- { ] wanted it to

fit concert for the Amerlcan {  po more upbeat,

Red Cross Disaster Relief | [.vor renliz-.

Fund. ing”

When: 8 p.m. Thursday, Oct. .

18 . ‘Looking

Where: State Theatra, Datrolt back

Tickats: $75 (cabaret seating Reach for the
and oftor-show meet the | qu cngtoben  victims of the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks.
artists), $50 floor and mezza- lebration of

nine), and $30 (balcony), All [ oo :hz‘; 3’;&:-

ticket purchases Include an anditis. There  long he auditioned to study classical music nt the *
autographed copy of Zonjle’s | iy tunes  University of Windsor. After graduation Zonjic con-
.naw CD..Call {248) 645-6666 like Carole tinued to study flute with Ervin Monroe, principal
or enline at www. ticketmas- King's It's Too flute for the Detroit Symphony Orchestra. In addi-
ter. com 1 Late, which tion to three CDa relensed with Monroe, Zonjic

. Zur\j’(c played as recorded soveral solo CDs including Elegant
a rock : Evening, R with You, When ia it Real, Neon
in Toronto 30 and Passion.

years ago. Angela (Theme from Tuxi) pays tribute to
James with whom Zonjic toured with for 10 years in
the 1980s, James wrote the theme for the television
comedy which took place in the heart of New York.
Chuck Mangionc'a Bellavia is sure to be a favorite
because of Zonjic's cthereal sound. Tho Beatles’ tune
A Hard Day's Night came out just as the Canadian-
born Zanjic decided to become a musicinn at age
nine. After playing several years in a rock band he
bought a flute from a stranger on the strect and at
21 beeame enthralled with the instrument. Beforo

He also recorded with Jamea after meeting him
while playing at Baker's Keyboard Lounge in
Detroit. Over thu years Zonjic's not unly recorded
but. perit with the

and Pl h Sym-

with
Detroit Symphony Orch.
phony Orchcstrn

“The CD's a mix of covers and originals, a result of
musical collaboration through the years; if not on
the CD these musicians helped in some way,” said
Zonjic. “All the tunes — thera’s nothing by chance.
It's eclectic. It represonts the new, old. It's different

songs thnt have significance in different points in

my carcer. /t's Tho Late from the lote 60s, I was play-;
ing guitar in a rock band in Toronto, Crosstown .
Traffic. If it's a great song then, it's a great song

now, :
“There's Swinging Shepherd Blues by Moe Koff- |
man who recently passed away, Moe was a big influ- '
ence on me. There's only a handful oi‘ﬂulc players
that have made an impact on the music world like

he haa”

It’s apparent a lot of thought went into sclecting
songs for the now CD), but so did time, Zonjic apent a
period of 18 months recording Reack for the Sky in
Los Angeles, Nashville and the Detroit arca.

“When you're recording there's all the time
involved and funds,” said Zonjic. "It's a joyous cvent.
1t's liko a musical child.”

.One Zonjic will proudly but modestly introduce to
the public Thursday, Oct. 18.

COMED ‘ :

Kathleen Madigan finds fodder for laughter

By MIKE MURPHY
BPECIAL WRITER

Kathleen Madigan'a life has been in disarray sinco
Septemboer's terroriat attack, but the attacka aren’t
the only reason for the moss,

“Excuse all this construction noise,” Madigan said
over the phone from her homo outside of Los Angeles.
“It’s very loud. They're building a house noxt door to
mo, and I'm learning Spanish. Eight hours a day.”

Madigan's scheduled to nppear nt Mark Ridley’s
Comedy Castle Oct. 12 and 13 and she said she's had
to revamp her act a bit sinco the September
tragedies, which aleo caused her to bo bumped off
Late Night with David Letterman.

“The Bush jokes, you can't do them niow,” says

.interview

Madigan, in her raspy, smoket’s voice. "The whole ter-
rorist thing has affected everything.”

Fortunately, it hasn't affected Madigan'a ability to
turn overything etse in the world into a joke. Current
eventa aside, the 35-year-old St. Louia native's still
got popular culture icons like Martha Stewart, Oprah
Winfrey and Barbara Waltors to kick around.

“My dad always told me there’s no such thingaaa
stupid queation, and then I saw Barbarn Walters
eche, l said ‘No Dad, there's about
500 nrthum.' Madigan aaid,

And then thore's hnr l‘nml!y. which doesn't escape
Madigan’s humor.

The comedian said she called her mother and told

" hershe was thinking of having Lasek surgory done

on her uycn beeause of her nearsightedness. Her mom
told her to wait, she had n coupon for it.

Or how about the time she brought her family to
the 1986 American Comedy Awards where Madigan
‘was recognized as the )enr‘n best female stand-up
porformer?

“My dad snw Bea Arlhur and said ‘Look, there's
Maudo,™ Mnthgnn said. “Even Grandpa knew she way
on Golden Girla"

Growing up in Sl Laum, Madigan hnd no inu-n~
d fros

Sheg
linots U Edwardsville in 1957
with a journalism degree and began working as a

ﬂuru

' bartender and a freelanee journalist for n suburbnn

Ploasc Sco MADIIAN, 82
omecomm.net



