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Deathcab for Cutie takes s

Ben Gibbard
wants to take
you backpack-
ing. And when
the lead singer
for Seattle’s
Deathesb  for
Cutio oxtenda
an invitation -
particularly one
with stops at a
Conoy Island
carousel, a Los

STEPHANIE
A. CASOLA

Angeles airport and a European,

adventure — you just can't
refuse. Pack a camera and grab
a capy of the band's latest CD.
The unforgettably-named
West Const quartet just
released their third full-length
offort, The Photo Album, on
Barauk Records - atriking a bal-
ance betweon the sheer pop of
its debut Something About Air-
planes (1998) dnd the more
solemn-sounding We Have The
Facts and We're Voting Yes
(2000). The 10 songs on The
Photo Album offer pop-infused,
pootic snapshots from Gibbard's
wandering mind and all sound
influenced by his recent travels.
He begina these tales from the
comfort of his front porch, sur-
prised by the girl he thought
had gotten nway. From there,
hope, heartbreak and even
reflections on death follow.

Wherever Gibbard goes, it feels .

you're right thore beside him.
Band members Chris Walln,
Nick Harmer and Michacl
Schorr make the ride that much
more memorable.

I spoke to Gibbard recently,
while he was working at a
friend’s store in Seattle. From
Rudy's Vintage, where he
claimed to be “rocking out to the
new American Analog Set,” Gib-

Tickets ot fataeliet.com , Tho Palace Box Office

ond tiosatmanger Chargo (246) 645-6666.
Discounts avallable for groups, kids ond seniors.
Call (248) 377-0100. 8,

M Deathcab for Cutle's Ben Gibbard feols The
Photo Album Is the band's best work yot. Show-
ing strength in melody and that dreamy lyrical
quality, its an easy one to appreciate.

bard reflects on the short histo-
ry of how this all began.

*“We were going to school up in
Bellingham, an hour and a half
north of Seattle,” he beging, I
was in n band ot the time, of no
roal importance. Chris just
moved to town. I ended up
recording cight songs.”

So he brought in a few friends
to work on his material and
soon enough, Deatheab for Cutio
came into being. Timing scemed
perfect. *I graduated in 1998
and the record camo out in
August,” said Gibbard, There
was no confusion about what to
do after college.

Garnering attention and sur-
viving a linc-up change, tho
band moved onward, showing
strength in their songs, .

“Every song comea from a dif-
ferent place,” said Gibbard.
Many are based on places he's
been and people he's known.
Some sound more like day-
dream than reality. He wrote
the opening track late one
night. “I thought it would be a
good way to end the record, or a
good way to begin the record.”
With the first quick breath and
notes that draw you in, it's
decided, he was right.

On Information Travels

Faster, Gibbard returns to his
European travels and an Ameri-
can girl he met on the way. “She
sas this really weird character,”
he snid. “She went to graduate
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school for poetry. | arked her
‘What do you feel you accom-
plished? She eaid, ‘I learned to
look ot my own writing objec-
tively.” He turns his disbelief,
and this peraonal story, into
engaging, music that trickles
right along.

The band is working on a
vidoo, or more likely a short

film, featuring the song and

another, I am a Kaleidoscepe.

On a darker note, Gibbard
wrote the sad tale Styrofoam

Plates based on the story of a |

close friend who grew up in the
shadow of an absent, alcoholic
father, “His dnd pnssed awny
and it was a really weird afTair,”
anid Gibbard. The song deals
with closure and resentment,
whether or not te forgive a2 man
for nll the pain he caused, sim-
ply because he died.

Gibbard feels The Photo
Atbum is the band's best work
yet. Showing strength in melody
and that dreamy lyrical quality,
its an casy one to appreciale.

And when he’s not playing
music, Gibbard can be found
golfing or riding his bike aveund
Seattle. He's looking forward to
returning to Michigan on thia
tour. Ho plans to stay with fam-
ily who live in the Ann Arbor
area. “I love Ann Arbor. We stay
with cousins and their wives.”
He was packing already, a week
before the band was scheduled
to leave. Talk nbout being pre-

Doathcab for Cutlo

pared.

When Deatheab return next
week, took for a tour-only EP
contnining three songs which
almost appeared on The Photo
Album: a Bjork cover and two
new songs - Stability and 20th
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Oalland Community College presents
Hotel Saverine Society Orchestra

Vvintage bancers
Presenting music that made the
twenltles roar and the thirtles sizzle!
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Students and Seniors *B.00
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For more information call  *

(248) 942-3241
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ART AND SCIENCE!
This Friday from $ fo 9pm
enjoy a 10% discount in
both muoum stores

HUM AND VIDEO HISTIVAL
October 19 ot 6 30
Inthtute of Scrome

napshots of sound

Century Travelers.

Stephanic Angelyn Casola
writes about popular music for
the Obscerver & Eccentric News-
papers. She can be reached ot
17445 953-2130 or e-mail at rca-
sola@ue.homecomm.net, To send
a fax, dial (734) 591-7279.
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Tune-in Bob Allison's

Dan't miss this Phato op,
Deatheal for Cutic performs
with fricnds The Prom, Red
Shirt Brigade, Saturdey, Oct.
20, Mogic Stick, Detroit, Call
(313) 833-9700.
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¥ Meadow Brook
Theatre

OAKLAND UNIVERSITY'S PROFESSIONAL THEATRE COMPANY

Murder on the Nile
The Duthess of Death’s
Meat abolical Mystery!

OCT 17 - NOV 11

By Agatha Chrstie

It's a ctassic recipe for murder:
Mix together an (mperious dowager
and het nicce, a young English lord
travelling incognito, a mystetious
European doctor, 3 honeymooning
fheiress, and a misister with mixed
motives. Put them all on a steamer
cruising up the exotic Nile and
what have yon got? At least two
murders!

METEANING o REL I GO DRtS

Tickets start at just $17!

MBT DOX OFFICL:

(248) 377-3300
GROUP DISCOUNTS: (2481 370-3316
www.mbtheatre.com

r—
BANK S ONE.
Obserr & Trnvanctt @Y

ace potile by

w

COUPLES NIGHT! Biry one ticket, get second half price! Wed, Thurs & Sun oigitts

— Win Tickets to See MBT’s —
MURDER ON THE NILE!

Sec todny's DAE clnssificd ads - Section 802, Boats/Motors - for the winning
answer! Send pasteard with the correct answer, your name, address & daytime
phone to: MURDER ON THE NILE CONTEST, Mendow Brook Theatre, Onklond
University, Rachestet, MI 48309, Five winners will be randomly selected from
ontrics with cortect answers received by Wednesday, Oct. 31st,
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