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ﬁChampionship game marks end of era

The Western
Lokes Activitics
Association will
colebrate its
20th and
undoubtedly
last, at lcnst n8
we know it —
year of football
competition
with a champi-
onship match-up
worthy of its

QGRID

history.

. Farmington
: Harrison will bo making its 17th
: appearance in the title game. In
; the league'a 20 years, the only
- other school to represent the
* Western Divition in the football
 final is Walled Lake Western.

. John Herrington’s Hawks have
been better than the New York
«Yankees in post-season play,
ewith a 14-2 record in WLAA
rchampionship games and 11
. state championshipa.

* Westland John Glenn has been
:good, too; this will be ita 10th
‘appearance in the WLAA final.
: Chuck Gordon’s Rockets have
:won three conference crowns
~and, although they can’t match
. Harrison's post-season record
:(who can?), they have qualified
for the state playofls 13 times
: since 1985, reaching the state
- championship game in 1993 and
- the state semis in '96.

e

So the WLAA's two promior
football teams, both past and
present, will clash at John Glenn
at 7:30 p.m. Friday. Thoy won't
meet ngain for the league title
unless something quite unex-
pected happens and the Farm-
.ington schools opt to stay in the
WLAA next year instead of
jumping to the Oakland Activi-
ties Association.

In Observerland playoff news,
both Glenn and Plymouth Can-
ton assured themaelves of a state
berth by posting their sixth vic-
taries lost weekend,

As far ns the predictors' stand-
inga?

Brad Emons continues to run
away with the overall title, post-
ing o 13-2 record Jaust week. Red-
ford/Garden City's Paul Beaudry
and Plymouth/Canton’s C.J.
Risnk (that's me) were 12.3,
while Farmington’s Danny
O'Meara's gambles did not pay
offin his 11-4 week,

Emons leads ot 886-16;
Beaudry and O'Meara are tied
for second at 79-23, and Risak 8
just one game behind them at
78-24.

FRIDAY GAMES
¢all at 7 p.m. unloss noted)
Rodford Thurston (2-4, 344) ot High-
land Park {6-0, 7-0), 4 p.m.: Thurston
sow its playoff hopes end with o 350
trouncing ol the hands of Deorborn

Football from page D1

Helghts Robichaud. Highland Park has
atready quolified for the state ployoffs.
Fridoy’s gome pits the best of the
Megn's Gold Division agalnst the Blue's
middie of the pack. PICKS: Hightand
Park — Rlgak, Beoudry, O'Manra,
Emons.

Yaylor Teuman (2-3, 3-4) at Wayna
Momorlal {3-2, 4-3): The Zebras had
their playotf fate In thalr own hands and
fot It slip, losing 14-23 ot homs to o
Lincoln Park team that hod just ane
ptlor win, Truman suffaced 8 simitar
faote, fosing 1312 to a previcualy win-
Joss Doacborn £dsal Ford, thus encing
Its ptayolf hopes. Wayne must win out
to qualify, Home fiald doesn’t mean
much hore — hg 2abras arg 0-3 this
season on thelr wurf. PICKS: Weyne —
Risak, Basudry, 0'Meara, Emons.

Monros (3-2, &2) at Garden Chy (1-
4, 3-4): Monroe was In the running far
the Mega Red lead with Wyandotte
Roosevelt, Alien Park end Bellovitle but
dropped out when il fost 21-8 to
Betleville. Now tha Trojons are seeking
that magle sixthwin qualifier. Garden
City, on the other hand, got Its frst win
In the conference, barely beating win-
less Romulus 14-7. The only thing left
10 play for for tha Cougars |8 pride.
PICKS: Monroo — Risak, Beaudry,
0°Meara, Emons.

Roedford Unlon (1-4, 2.5) at River
Rouge {3-2, 4-3); Perhaps Friday's 238
loss to Molvindale, second ln the Mega
Gold, wlll serve as a woke-up call to
River Rouge, which now must win Its
final two gemes to quallfy for tho state
playoffs, starting with Friday's. game
agalnst RU. Ono thing's for certain —
the Panthers will win. OK, both teams

ore tho Panthers. PICKS: River Rouge
— Risak, Boaudry, 0'Mearo, Emons,
Uvonla Churchlil (0-8, 1-8) ot Farm-
Ington (0-B, 0-7}: Both toams have
strugglod throughout the season, s
thelr records indicate, Chuschill is com-

* Ing off a 21-0 homecoming loss to

Noarthvllle, while Farmington was
drubbed by Wostlond John Glenn, 41-0.
PICKS: Churchill — Risak, Boaaudry,
0'Moora, Emona.

. Northvllle {2-3, 4-3) at North Farm-
Ington {23, 2-B): This will bo tho soc-
ond mocting af the scason bolweon
those two. Tney met In o non-cenfer-
enca saason opener, which Northvllle
won 4212, The Ralders have played
better since, but hove thoy Improved
anough 10 upend the Mustangs, who
still have @ good shot at the stato ploy-
offs? PICKS: Northvlile — Risak,
Beaudsy, 0'Maora, Northvllle.

Livonls Franklln (1-4, 2-8} at Ply-
mouth Salom (1-4, 1-6), 7:30 p.m.:
Franklin was ploying its WLAA rivals
protty tough, until last Fridoy's unfortu-
nate meeting with Hasrlson, which
resulted In o 54-7 loss, Salem, on the
other hand, has had to ploy everyone In
the WLAA who fs tough. Thoy've lost to
Harison, Glenn, Stevonson, and lost Fr-
day on 8 field goal with alne scconds
left, to Wallod Lake Central, PICKS:
Franklin — B8anaudsy, 0'Moara, Emons;
Salem — Risak.

‘Wallod Lako Western (3-2, 5-2) at
Livonla Stevenson {32, 4-3), 7:30 p..t
Thora's o lot at stake in this game.
Stevenson needs o win Ita fina) two
contests to assuro Itsef of a stato play
off berth; Western has to win ono of its
fina) two, but its tast gome is against a

in WLAA

vory strong Wallod Loko Conten! squad.

Last wook, Wostern was embarrassed

by a firad-up Canton tosm, 18-0.,
Stevonson mannged to escape from

Nerth Farmington with 8 14-7 wia.

PICKS: Wastern — Risok, O'Mesra,

Beoudry, Emons,

Plymouth Canton (5-1, 6-1) at W.L.
Central (4-2, B-2), 7:30 p.m.: Central
very noarly gave up Its shot at the ploy
offs last Friday agelnst Plymouth
Salem, but a 30yord fisld goal by Mike
Hitdobsant saved tha Vikings. Canton
has a holt-dozen guys who ¢on fun the
batl, 50 why throw It? If the Chiefs can
keop possossion of the ball, they'll win,
It Central can utilize Its spuad and
throw the ball, It will win, By the way,
yours truly made the Worst Pick of the
Week last weok whon | chose Western .
ovor Canton. PICKS: Canton — Risak,
0'Meara, Booudry, Emans.

Qrosso Points Unlveralty Liggett (52,
61) at Livonla Clarencevitie {60, 7-0)
7:30 p.m.: Watch out, Trojans. This
cauld bo @ test. University Liggott sur-
vived o challenge with Bloomfield Hills
Cranbrook, winning 26-20 in two over
timas. Meanwhite, Clarancevlite was
pasting Harper Woods Lutheran East,
49.0, It's been awhile since anybody
chntlonged tho Trojans. Liggett just
might. PICKS: Clarenceville — Risok,
0'Meara, Beaudry, Emons.

WLAA Champlonship

Farmington Herelson {8-0, 7-0) at
‘Wastlong John G {80, 61), 7 p.m.t
So many weopons, starting with quar;
terback Drow Stanton and wideout
Agim Shaba) and running back Marcus
Woods and . , . where da you draw the
(ino? I's ke the Llons ogalnst the

football

Rama, 8 nearimpossibie task far John
Glenn. If the Rockols play well, they
Just might do as well agalnat the
Hewks as Caaton did (an 11-paint loss).
PICKS: Harrlson — Risok, O'Meara,
Beoudry, Emons.

SATURDAY GAMES |

Harper Woods {33, 34) at Lutheran
Waestland (2-4, 3-4), 2 p.m.: Harper
Woods |s coming off a convincing 3420
win over winless Hamtramck, white
tutharon Westland lost a hesrtbresking
14-13 declslon to once-beaten Macomb
Lutheran North, Pride (s, once sgein,
the only motivating factor In this game,
Can the Warriors rotain thelrs? PICKS:
Harper Woods — O°‘Meara, Emons.
Lutheran Wastland — Risak, Bosudry

R.0. Shrino {4-0, 8-1) at Regferd
Blshop Borgoss (4-0, 7-0), 1 p.m.:
Thesa ore the only two tesms of i
consoquance in tha Cothallc League's
C-Section, Both won lopsidad gamas
Tast woekend, Royal Oak Shrine beating
Ann Arbor Gabrlel Richard 42:14 and
Borgoss walloping East Catholic, 360,
This gome won't ba that one-slded, not
with o berth In the Prap Bowl at atake,
PICKS: Borgess — Risak, Beaudry;
Shrine — O’Meesa, Emans.

Detrolt Country Day (52 overal) vs.
Redford Catholic Cantral {4-3 oversll), 7
p.m. at Kraft Fleld: Country Day met
Oefphos (Ghio) St. Joha's and came up
short lost waek, 28-24, while CC plas-
tered Warren DolaSalle, 37-0, The
Shamrocks must win to regsin-thelr
accustomed epot In the state pleyoffs;
for Country Day, this would be nice.
After all, CC atways has a targat on is.
back. PICKS: CC — Risak, O'Mears,
DCD — Beaudry, Emons.

! defense is nicked up. We've lost
:two inside linebackers and a
- defensive end. We're going to
« struggle to repair that.
. “But our defensc has done
: pretty well other than a coupte of
+drives we gave up early in the
- senson. Most of the time wa've
‘been able to shut teams down
except at the end of some

games.”
Harrison's defense is led by
three-yenr starter Aaron

Kennedy at tackle.

. “He's probably the leader just
by the way he plays,” Herrington
paid of Kennedy. “We also have
two excellent players in the sec-
ondary in Terrill Mayberry and
Dave Condeni.

“We can nlso use both Agim
nd Drew in the sccondary il we
aecd them.”

Glenn counters with tailbacks
Dc’Anthony Granberry, a sopho-

more, and Tony Davis, a junior,
along with senior wide reccivers
Andrew Peiffer and Anthony
Harrell,

Junior quarterback Brian
Ceckiewicz, in his second full
year of as a starter, has also
shown flashes of brillinnce, He
completed 13 of 21 passcs for
228 yards Sept. 28 in a 24-21
overtime win over Walled Lake
Central which clinched the
Lakes crown for the Rockets.

“I've scen them on film, and
they. have a good throwing quar-
terback and two good tailbacka,”
said Herrington, who has 292
career victories, “They don't run
that straight-6 defense exclu-
sively any more. They'll use a lot
more blitzing. Chuck is also
sprending out his offense more.”

One of the best WLAA champi-
onship games occurred in 1993
when Harrison beat Glenn in

two overtimes, 7-6, giving Her-
rington his 200th win. Harrison
went on to win the Class A state
title, while Glenn fell in the AA
stato final to Dearborn Fordson.
The first time the two teams
met in the WLAA final was 1885
when Glenn running back Tony
Boles, who later starred at the
University of Michigan, rushed
for 242 yards in 28-7 Rockets vic-

tory.

“That's the most any back ever
gained against us,” Herrington
said. N

But now the shoe is on the
other foot. Glenn is facing some
Big Ten caliber talent.

“Nothing I've seen so far has
been successful against them,”
Gordon said. “If you want to play
ball control, that’s a nice strate-
gy. But they're so good on
defense. That's often overlooked.
They really don't have any weak-

nesses on defonse. Everybody
moves well.”

Gordon can only hope he
catches the Hawks on bad night
and the Rockets play the game of
their lives,

“We've improved everywhere
this season, and our guys have
played hard,” Gordon said.
“From a conching standpoint, it’s
comforting to know they're going
to play hard and give a good
effort every week.”

But will that be cnough to slay
the Goliath of Michigan high
school football?

HARRISON GRID STATS: Senior quar-
terbiack Drow Stonton has comploted 69
percent of his passes. Ho's 510181 for
1,338 yards and 19 touchdowns with
fiva Interceptions.

The feading recelver Is senlor flanker
Agim Shobpj with 29 receptions for 793
yards and 10 touchdowns. He Is averag:
Ing 27.6 yards per catch,

Senler wida recelver Torrlll Moyberry
and senlor tight end Dave Condenl hove
cought 10 passos ench for 233 and 224
yards, respactivaly. Mayberry has five
touchdowns and Condent four.

Junlor tallback Marcua Woods Is the
Isading rusher with 916 yards and 15
touchdowns on 73 carrlos. Jualor
Charles Pickett hos rushed 32 times for
274 yards ond four touchdowns, Woods
averages 12,5 yards pet carry and Pick.
ot 8.6.

The Iesding tacklers are Condenl,
who plays strong safety, ond sonlof
linebacker Bill Richesen with 54 apleco.

Moyberry ond Shoba) have two nter
ceptions eoch, Richeson ang noseguard
Chris Kucto one apleco. Mayberry and
Kuclo hovo scored touchdowns on Intar-
ception foturns.

Harrlson has outscored soven oppo-
nents, 34888, Tho Hawks hove 8 242-
41 advantage in the first nalf.

Harrison hos outgained other tcams
on the ground, 1,530-705, and through
the alr, 1,538-695, :

.

1984; Harson 34, Farmington S,
1968: Johy Glonn 28, Hartison 7.
1886: Hortison 34, N, Famningion 7,
1987: John Glonn 14, Hemison
1958: Hartson 43, John Glenn
2989: Hamson 23, John Glem 15,
19005 Hanison 29, John Gletin .
1991: Harrison 20, North Ferm, 14, OT.
2992 W.L. Wostom 30, Joha Glennt 7.
1993; Hantson 7. John Glenn 8, 20T,
1994; Hoatson 21, Stevenson 20,.
2993: Harison 31, Steverison I8
1996: John Glenn 24, W.L. Westem O
1997: Hamison 27, WL, Contral 8.

199D: WL We' o
2000: Harrlson 42, W.L. Contral 7.
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