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C., the kindergarten teacher sat

the kids down in a circle on tho,

floor to talk about what
occurred. “One of the kids said
she thought it was really sad
because the bad guy didn’t use
hie solutions,” Ravitz said.
. This year's “Lifesaver” skills
were brought under one big
umbrella, “We don't assume
everyone comes with the same
perspective,” Ravitz said. “Cul-
ture is really related to the world
and how we eolve problems.”
Children are taught to use

harmful words or actions, to
solve conllict.

Every Friday during a poace
assembly, students learn which
classes wero successful in using
solutiona, Those who have fly a
flag outside their classrooms,

“If they haven't and somebody
in tho cinss used unkind words
or hit somebody, they have to
take the flag down,” Ravitz said,

For the younger children, the
flag goes down for tho rest of the
day; for the older students, it's
for the rest of the weck.

“It mnkes them feel that what
they have done has impacted
their class,” Ravitz said. “We
beliove cach individual child can
have an impact on their world.”

When thore's peace through-
out the school, o special flag out-
side flies at full-stafl. Otherwise,
it's lowered to half-staff.

Intorosted fourth and fifth
graders can go through peer
mediation training, to help keep
the peace in their school.

“They aro available out on the
playground and in the building
to resolve conflicts,” Bachrouche

snid. “I havo had several kids
say they havo tried this on their
sisters, they have tried this on
their parents, They wish thelr
parents would come in for train-
ing so they wouldn't fight so
much.”

Ravitz sajd the mediators
never ask, “Who started it?"

“The truth is il we look at the
world, il you lock at one country
fighting with another, if you ask
who started it, you could go back
yesterday, the doy bofore, 100
years ago, what the Bible says,”
Ravitz said, X

and either:

Sign up for the AT&T Digital Advantage $39.99
plan with a two-year agreement and get:

400 anytime minutes
2000 night and wéekend minutes

1000 Mobile-to-Mobile minutes

or
nationwide long distance included

Sign up for (000 Mobile-to-Mobile minutes or Natlonwide long distance

and we'll walve the monthly fee for two years. Moblle-to-Moblle minutes

apply to calls placed to and from other AT&T Wireless subscribers

within a select calling arca, Anytime minutes, night and weekend minutes

and Natlonwide long distance avallable from your Home Calling Area. ]

Plus get up to $135 savings with a two-year agreement

ALLEN
Discovar Communlcailons o 313:284-1400
ARN AREOR

Activate Colluter o 734-609-0928
Any Ieas * 734-327-5100

PARK

AUBURN K

Activate Callular » 2¢3-857-8019

Alternel Wiralags « 248-377-0400
SELLEVILLE

#etro Paging and Cellolar « 734-59%-9030
BRIGHTON

- St pal

; N
Go for the gold™ with our, wireless Internet service. Justy
‘purchase an.lnternet-ready. phor{e anda
R o FAWPRON” 5
p. for

\T&T.Digital” Potketile

ports bag filled ith AT&T Wir
ter. Game: _}m-l:gn?s.

i

.
nt

U
Rlus jorc Py i

Veteran returning fifth grade
poor modiators this yoar are:
- Lucy Fricker, Annc-Marie Pop,
Anna Karana, Erin Cehill, Lor-
rino Zoma and Dana Harper.

Their thoughta:

M “During tho younger kids'
recess, we go out and they come
up to us with problems and wo
help them solve them,” Cahill

said,

W “I like to bo a peer mediator
because I like to help them solve
probloms,” Karana said. “But
sometimes one person wanta to
have a peer medintion but the
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other person doesn't. Sometimds
they both say thoy want to but
one of them ncta up and they
aren't listening.” .-

W "Sometimes it gets confuning
and hard beeause they tell differ-
ont stories,” Pop anid. -

B “It’s good to help somebody
elge,” Fricker said.

m “I fool good after o peer
mediation because I helped
somebody and etuff,” Harper

said,
® “ I like golving probloms and

helping people be friends again,”
Zoma snid, .

Mediation

process could.

be adapted .
BY SUE BUCK '
?;gk;vcw.hommam.nut

Wood Creek Elementaryls
Peer Mediation Process is simple
and one that could be adapted to
adult use. N

“Most schools have a step-by-
step approach to solving con-
flict,” said Beth Salk, an active
parent volunteer at Wood Cregk
Elementary and resident of
Farmington Hills, *We're trying
to empower kids.” * .

Salk also handles publicity ot
the school and is considered the
community linison person. . :

The peer mediation plan
involves two mediators, each.of
whom is a student who has begn
trained to bo a neutral partici-

ant. . .
P “One of the things that peer
medintion does is kids listen to
each other,” anid Wood Creek
Principal Berna Ravitz. “It's
facilitating tho process of being
heard and kids saying what thoy
need to say and how they feel.”
The program has several com-
nents: .
® Introductions — Do you want
us to help you sclva this prob-
lem? Let's move to a different
aren to talk. .
W The issuc of privacy —
Everything here needs to bo pri-
vate, Whatever is said here is to
be between us and is not to be
discussed with other people. The
exception is if anyone is in dan-
gerof being hurt..... ... fovn
M Rules - Keep everything p’g-
vate, don't interrupt, be as hon.
est as you can. Both agree to
work to solve this problem with
no put downs, :
B Describe the problem - Tall
us what happened. How did this
make you feel? .
M Check for understanding .~
‘Why do you think the other per-
son ia upset? How do you think
he or she fecls? -
H Find solutions - What can
you do now to help solve this
problem? If this problem hap-
pens again, what can you do? -
If the problem isn't resolved,
the mediation process starts
over again. If it is resolved, chil-
dren shake hands to show their
agrecement.

Hills slates
awards
ceremony

The Farmington Hills'
Beautification Commission
will hold its annual awards :
reception from 5 to 6:3
p.m. Thuradny, Oct. 25 a
the Costick Activities Cen-
ter in Farmington Hills, !

The annual event will rec-
ognize more than 200 busi-
neas, oflices, industries, and -
organizations, along with.
subdivision, condominiums
and apartmeont entrances:
that make Farmington Hills -
a more beautiful place to'
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The winning landacapes '
were solected for their out-
standing design, originality, -
maintenance, and appropri- .
ateneas to location and pur- |
pose. Winners will be recog-;
nized by Mayor Nancy
Bates, City Council mem-:
bors, City Monager Stove
Brock, City staff, and the’
Farmington/Farmington:
Hills Chamber of Com--
maerce. B

The Beautification Com-
missjon will also preacnt a'
Commissioner's Award to:
ono outstanding location,,
and the Chamber of Com-:
merce will present n special*
award honoring a Chamber
member, . Do

For more information,.
contact Marie Donigan of
the Farmington Hills Plan.
ning Office at 473-9543, .




