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purchased for a fraction of the
coat of antique rugs.

Style and color are the two
most important factors in what
sclis area rugs, according to Jere-
my Rockett, Shaw Rugs, manu-
facturer of mostly machine woven
ruga made in Georgia,

Most people who buy arca rugs
are still buying traditional pat-
torns, but gencrally in much
more casual styles ns opposed to
more elabornto Victorian prints.

What a Find.

Artisans
Srom 34 states
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Novi Expo
Center
Novi, MI
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Friday - Sunday 10-8

Adutt Dally Admission 36
Under 12 and Parking FREE
Directions: Take 196 to Exit 162,
South an Novl Road. right on
Expo Center Drbve, Expo (s

1 block on right.

October 19, 20, 21, 2001

Sugarloaf

WIN a GIFT CERTIFICATE @
www.sugarloaferafts.com/win

Ten wash, is a popular tech-
nique that gives dark rich colors,
like forest grecens and bur-
gundies, a faded antique look.
Sun washed area rugs offer more
golds, taupes and caramel colors,
which aleo focuses on & muted
tone,

The real hard, bold contempo-
rary styles have a softer flare and
the traditional styles are less for-
mal, more casual and contempo-
rary.

Fair.

Discount admissian caupans
avallable at Farmer Jack,
from sugaoafcrafta.com

New trends wake up sofa beds

BY SANDIE PARROTT
SPECIAL WRITER

Sofa slecpers, once the solu-
tion for whors to put extra
guests, aren’t selling like they
used to. Most of the arca retail-
crs agreed that sales were down
significantly this year, Some did-
a't even have models on the
sales floor.

Why are they losing populari-
ty?

Y

Changes in housing trends
have lod to their possible
demise. In our area, homes are
getting larger. According to the
U.S, Census Bureau, new one-
family, four-bedroom homes
increased 14 percent while
three-bedroom homes actually
decreasod, More familios are
building a permanont extra
room instead of using a sofa bed
in a multipurpose room.

Many competing products are
alao adding to the trend away
from sofa beda,

Futons are popular for
younger porsons who aren't as

concerned about comfort and a
traditionnl lock, They are also
significantly less expensive
($200 to $600) and much ensier
to move.

Airbeds are also very popular,
They are relatively inexpensive
($160 to $250), and can be stored
in a closet and quickly inflated
whenever they are needed.

Furnituro companies are alao
adding their own products that
mako sofa beds less attractive to
buyers, . .

Pat McCormick at
Thomasville Home Furnishings
of Clarkston said that new
trends toward longer length
gofas with thicker.and decper
depth seating make it possible to
use them like single beds, at

least on n temporary basis.

Many people are still buying
sofa sleapers. Tho trond is lead-
ing away from the traditional,
uncomfortable, bar-in-the-back
sleepers. You can still buy the
more inexpensive models with 3-
inch mattresses and little sup-
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Furniture
Dining Rooms » Chairs

Tables » Home Office
Accessories

Variety
French Country » Eclectic

Simply the most - ,
amazing selection '
you've ever seen!

Benches ¢ Bedroom « Armolres

Mirrors  Shelves o Clocks .
Lamps « Wall Art » Baldwin Brass

Shaker » Traditional » Contemporary

-

PIUTO COURTEST ETItA ALLEN

Sweet dreams: This Ethan Allen sofa sleeper has a
lively print with heavy duty construction, standard 6-
1/2-inch thick mattress and TV position feature.

port, but they are harder to find
and not recommended,

According to aren rotailers,
people are buying queen-size
sofa slecpers above all other
sizes. It i8 big enough to fit just
about everyone comfortably, yct
it doesn’t take up the whole
room.

Manufacturers have intro-
duced chair-and-a-half (single
bed) sleepers for very limited
spaces. Art Van Furniture calls
them lers,” b two

ranges from 4 inches for econe-
my styles up to 6-1/2 inches for.
luxury safns,

Innerspring mnttresses with-
out the uncomfortable bar are. |
the best sellers. Some luxury
models also have raised TV posi-
tion headrests that lock into
place.

Lan-Z-Boy will be introducing a
new type of sleeper sofa with
what it calls the Slumber Air
Mnttress System. The air mat-
treas is attached to the top of the

people really have to sit close
together. Carol Smith of Art Van
in Waterford said they sell quite
well,

Neutral colors are still very
popular along with sage, plum
and burgundy.

Colcen Gahry of Ethan Allen
Interiors ndvisea choosing styles
and colors that span the seasons,
Many people choose darker col-
ors in winter or light colors in
summer and aren't satisfied in
the coming months.

Manufacturers are making
sofn beds more comfortable and
casier to use. Mattress depth

heavy gauge coil mattress. When
it is inflated, it odds 6 inches of
air comfort to 4 inches of mat-
tress support, according to La-Z-
Boy. The air mattress is sup-:
posed to inflate or deflate in less!
than 1 minute with a pump that
attaches separately.

Prices and quality vary consid-
erably, so it pays to shop around.

Depending on the fabric or
feather chosen, the type and

.thickness of the mattreas and

the quality of the frame and
overall construction, prices can
vary from $600 to $2,600 for a -
full-size sleeper sofn.
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