Prep season ends
for most football
teams but not all

It's have and have-not week.

This weekend marks the end of the
line for a great number of Obscrver-
land teams (the have-nots). For sever-
al others, it will be a tune-up for what
lics nhead in the state playoffs (the
haves).

And thero are still a couple of teams
— Redford Catholic Central and
Wayne Memorial — who could be
“haves” if they win this weck. Both
are 5-3; CC plays at Dearborn Ford-
son and Wayne hosts Westland John
Glenn.,

(By the way, the playoff pairings
will be aired on Fox Sports Dctroit
starting at 6:30 p.m. Sunday).

e finnl week of the regular sca-
son is also special to a few teams who
take on their city rivals. Wayno and
John Glenn is one; it's the only one
with something other than city pride
at stake. It's also the only game of
this type featuring two tecams with
winning records.

n GRID PICKS

Tho other two match-ups are more
lopsided, Plymouth Canton, 7-1 this
season, goes againat Plymouth Salem,
which is 1-7. The other has Livonia
Stevenson, 4-4 after Friday's loss to
Walled Lake Western, going against
Livonia Churchill, 2-6 following its
victory aver Farmington.

On paper, neither of theso games
- ~¥uguld Yo closo affairs, but when city
bragging rights aro at stake, players
can suddenly step up and become
something far more than what they
were. Which is why, in games like
these, there's never truly an upact,

Aas for the Game of the Week —
well, it has to be Wayne va, Glenn.
The Zebras could make the playoffs
for only the sccond time in school his-
tory with n win, but that won't be
ensy against Glean. The Rockets were
gliding along with just onc loss on
their ledger until they ran into all-
world team Farmington Harrison and
got punished 48-7 in the Westorn
Lakes Activities Associntion champi-
onship game.

So how will they renct to that
thumping? And can Wayne push itsell’
enough to give Glenn a battle?

Speaking of battles, yours truly —
for the second-straight year — earned
the honor of writing the ninth week's
prediction column with his (lack of)
sterling success in tho first cight
weeks. The cight-week standings find
a new pgrid guru in town:
Livenin/Westland’s Brad Emons at
96-20 alter n 10-4 Weck Eight.

Farmington's Dan O'Meara, the
long-standing but now “former” guru,
moved into second with an 11-3 week,
clevating him to 90-26 overall, Then
there aro the “have-nota” — the guys
who have never been gurus, Red-
ford/Garden City's Paul Beaudry (87-
29 overall) and, well, me (86-30). We
both struggled through 8-6 Week
Eighta.

THURSDAY GAMES
(Both et 4 p.m.}

Wyandotts Mt. Carmel (1-7) at Redford Blshop
Borgess (7:1): Theso two teams do shers $omo
things. Both sutfared through one-sided lokses
inat woek, Mt. Carme! blanked 22-0 by Teytar
Zoe Christian and Dorgess beaten 33-0 by Royal
Oak Shrine. Something tells me it won't huel
Borgess »s much. PICKS: Borgess — Desudry,
Risak, 0'Meera, Emons.

Rediord St. Agatha (4-4) vs. Detrolt Loyola (0
8} wt Det. Urban Lutharan: The Aggies are coming
off a "byo" week, gotting a forfolt win over Ham-
teamek Sl Florian that evened thele record. Loy
ola Just keeps getting bounced around; last
wook, East Catholic did the honors, beating the
Bulldogs, 268, The week off should have helped
bangedup St. Agaths, which Is bad naws for Loy
ola, PICKS: 8t. Agatha — Beaudry, Risek,
0'Moura, Emans.

FRIDAY GAMES
{all timea 7 p.m. unless noted)
Clty {3:8) at Deasbom Edsel Ford {1.7):
The Cougara had been playing pretty lough
28 most of its opponents — ubhh, that is,

untit Monroe stuck thom with @ 26-0 thrashing
Iast Fridey. But Edsel Ford has struggied sven
more, Last weck, Dearbom whipped the Thundar-
bleds 28.0. So wha wants this game more?
PICKS: Garden City -~ Dosudry, O'Meara, Emons;
Edesl Ford — Risak.

Ploase sco GRID FICKS, DZ
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domenrs@oo.homecomm.net

Farmington will be well represented
at tho state finals in girls tennia this
weekend with three achools competing.

North Farmington and Farmington
Hills Mercy carned return trips to the
season finale, and Farmington High will
make its first appearance in several

years.
North won the Diviaion 2 regional
t hoated by Farmi Fri-
day while Farmington waa tho runner.
up. Mercy also was second Friday in a
Division 1. regional at Troy, which won
the event.
“Right from the beginning, our goal
was Oct. 12 (tho day of the regional),”
coach Carl Bad
“Wa know wo had a chance to go to
state.

said. ,
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“I'm renlly proud of tho girls, because
we sct a gon! and worked all scason.
Sometimes I thought we were slipping
away from it, but wo definitely showed
up Friday and played outatanding.”

Tho Division 2 state finals will take

place in Holland; the Division 1 champi-
onships will be determined in Midland.

“The state meet is a whole other level
of play,” Badynee said, adding North
Farmington's Emily Jaffe, tho regionnl
champion ot No, 1 singles, was a No, 1
seed in the regional and could be a No. 4
at state, “That’s how strong the compoe-
tition is. A lot of them are nationally-
ranked junior playcrs.

“There are a ton of teams on the West.
Side of the state thot are super strong.

But that being said we're not going just |

to havo fun. Whatever we can take
wo're going to take. It's not just a vaca-
tion for us; we're going to work.”

ington’s Monica R and

| D
Girls basketball D3
Regional golf DS

‘Octohér. 18; 2001,

Farmington trio going to state finals

was telling the girls, ‘If it goes to a third
+ set, fine; just don't back down.”

Farmington's No. 2 doubles team of

Stephanie Armold and Karen Turkovich

Nancy Okechukwu wen the No. 3 dou-
bles regional championship over No, 1-
seeded Jennn Street and Jesaica Hoff-
man of North, 6-3, 7-6 (13-11).

“Boforo the regional, I had been
teiling tho girls, ‘Bringing a certain atti-
tude on to tho court is half the battle;
You can't be afraid of any opponent,™
Badynee said. .

“Qur No. 3 doubles waa atrong right
from tho beginning. They got blown out
by North in the conference meet, but
the girls watked off the court } i

defeated a highor-sceded opponent
beforo losing to North’s Michele
Boothroyd and Chrisay Dwyer in the

* final, 64, 6-0.

*I always thought they were good,
individual players,” Badynee said.
“They finally jelled ns a team. Maybe,
by the end of the scason, they figured*
out ench other'a atrengths and weak-
neases and were able to cover.” -

In the finals, North's Bethany Neator”

and Kelly Davis were straight-set win-"

nora over F 's Brittany Nuc-'

they could beat them. They walked on
to the court with the right attitude for
the finals and took it to them.

“The tiebreaker was a nail-biter. It
was getting dark, and I don't think any-
body wanted it to go to a third set. But I

citelli and Allison Lyon at Noa. 2 and 4
singles, rospectively. -

“I wasn't surprised by any means they
made it to the finals,” Badynee said,
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Marlins remaln unbeaten in dual ineets :

over visiting Madison Heig
League contest. Mercy’s Eliza

freestyle (right) and. helped

nig
state

" Mercy defeats Foley: Farmington Hills Mer .
_congecutive dual meet without a loss in girls swimming and
,-diving-Tuesday aftérnoon:: The Marlins cruised to a 90-11-win

won its seventh

hts Bishop Foley in a Catholic
beth Garlow (above) participated

in a pair of relay victories, while Moira Cronin won the 5§00

 the Marlins win the 200 freestyle
relay. Mercy will put'its-undefeated record on the line Friday
t in a dual meet at Ann Arbor Pioneer; another perennial
ower. The Marlins have one more dual meet remaining
Tucsday at ho;ns agaimgt Pontiac Notre Dame Prep before

.

title on Saturday, Nov. 10.

7 to their 1
Sce Page 155 for. results of the Mercy-Foley meet ﬂ;esd'ay.
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North Farmington made a 23-point improvement
from its first football game against Northville, but it
wasn't content with another moral victory Saturday.

The reason is the rematch was a game the Raiders
could have won and probably should have,

North, which lost the scason opener by a 42-12
margin to Northville, built a comfortable halftime
lead of 27-6 but succumbed to a second-half rally.

The result waa n 41.34 loss to the visiting Mus-

tangs.

“It's extremely disnppointing,” North conch Rich
Burrel! said. *That loss hurt more than any other
this yenr, because it's one we just gave away.

“We had them beat at halftime; then tho bottom
fell out. I guess we got overconfident and felt we only

N'ville comeback denies North ViétOfyé

|_] FOOTBALL

had to play two quarters. Everything that could go
wrong did.”

The setback dropped the Raiders to 2-6 overall
with one gamo remaining. The Mustange upped their
record to 5-3 and kept alive their hopes of making the
state playofTs,

North led 6-0 after one quarter following Bryan
Smith's 1-yard quarterback sneak. Northville tied the
seore in the early sccond period when Drow Herpich
passed 20 yards to Robert Cameron for a TD.

But the Raiders scored the last 21 points of the half
to takan ding lend at tho

Smith sandwiched a poir of TD tosses to Brian
Johns and Marcus McComb covering 53 and 25

yards, respectively, around s 7-yard scoring run by
Justin Cook.

In tho third quarter, Northville's Tim Downing had
a 5-yard TD run, and Herpich passed to Matt Smith
for a 19-yard TD. .

Smith scored on a 6-yard run and Jon Moll's extra-
point kick made the acore 34-20 at the end of the
quarter. !

But the Mustangs dominated the fourth, 21-0. Her-
pich passed 11 yards to Cameron for another TD and

. twice to Bill Adkins for TD eonncetions of 22 and 19'

yards. Pat Kelicher made all three PATs. .
~The first half was awesome,” Burrell said. *We
were doing everything right. It was two different,
halves with twe gamea, .
“It wns n complete reversal, It seemed every time
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5th win sign of progress for Harrison

Three late gonls secured a 5-1 win for
Farmington Harrison over host West-
land John Glenn in boys soccer Mnn—

ny.

The victory in n Western Lakes
Activitios Association crossover gamo
improved Harrison's overall record to

* 682,

That would be a modest achievement
for moat teams, but it represents a
marked improvement for the Hawks,
who were winless a year ago. .

“We hnven't had three wina in the
1ast four years total,” Harrison conch
Tim Ruasoll said, "so five wins is a
great step.

“The other nico part is wo have a

S ——
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bettor in threa or four games we could
Po over .500, hgt that's part of tho

atronger JV than we've over had, so
that's going to be a bonus going into
next year,

*There's no doubt the guys on this
team have helped the rebuilding pro-
coss. They're really changing the otti.
tude of the program.” .

Russell added the only games in
which the Hawks were beaten decisive-
1y were thoso with Plymouth Salem
and Livonin Stavenson.

*“Weo were In overy other gamo,” he
said. “The guys realize if wo had played
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procoss.

Marjel Tani and Chris Kollias scored
two gonls apicco for Harrison, which
led 2-1 at halftime and scored three
more goals in the last 18 minutes.

Moon Loe added his first goal of the
season. Tani also had an nssist, as did
Brott Laird, Eric White, Brian Kirma
and Alfred Gjeknj.

*The best thing about the game today
is wo played around protty significant
injuries,” Russell said, ndding Noah
Bander was injured and Emery Erik-
son was hurt during the game.

*“Tonight, one of tho standout players

was Marjel, Glenn Jikes to kick tha ball
decp into the opposing zone. He put so
much preasure on them they couldn't
just send the ball. -

*Kirma was all over the field, intor-
copting passes, making somo great
slide tackles and heading the baly
toward the opposing goal. He had his
best game by far.”

Goalle Dustin Babier also made a
Xey savo halfway through the second
half to keep the score 2-1.

“If ho hadn't made that save thero's
no telling how the game would have
turned out,” Russcll said. *He was in
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