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Hills City Council

Incumbent, challengers speak to the issues

Randy Bruce
°, Randy Bruce says he’s got
- ideas, drive
and experi-
enco to bring
to the Farm-
ington Hills
city council.
The Hills
Zoning
Board  of
Appoals
chairman
said, “1
promise 1
will be absolutely fair and open
and honest as [ can be, And !
will put forth the ideas, the ener-
&y, and the creativity.
. *I don't think you should show
up to council i once &

Randy Bruce

ZBA'chai has pre-

pared him for city council. “You
geo us (ZBA) battle over every
{saue and we sometimes get very
passionnte,” he soid, adding the
board members are still civil and
respectful of colluagues' opin-
ions,

To scek consensus, “I try to
explain things as clearly as [
can. It's being voeal, but not hos-
tile, angry or negative. You must
always try to understand the
other person’s point of view. It's
not getting up there and bolit-
tling other people,” he said.

“With my background and

have the
toots to make a contribution.”
Jerry Ellis
1 bont Farmi Hills

week and vote; that's not even a
‘minimum commitment,” said

« Bruce,

.. He hns served on the zoning
board of nppeals for more than
six yoars, and becamo chairman

:n year and a half ago. *I'm very

‘interested in how development

-and redevelopment occurred in
the city.”

. » “We're 80 percent developed;
overything’s redevelopment. It
haa to be handled in a way that
makes sense with existing areas.
_+“I'm nlso nbout making council
open,” he said. *I think you need
soven independent thinkers,
They've been too enmeshed with
ench other. They're less likely to
challenge one another’s ideas.”

. Bruco said he went to council
to get permission for televising
zoning board mectings, giving

- residents an opportunity to look
in on meetings. But he said
council turned him down, citing
cast, He said they were also
unenthusiastic.

councilman Jerry Ellis said he
has helped the city make solid
progress.

A lawyer specializing in com-
mercial law, Ellis was appointed
to the parks and recrention com-
mission after his private base-
bali group sought better fiolds.
Working with a conlition of soft-
ball and baschall parents, Ellis
said ho helped secure more than
$4 million in grants for land
acquisition
to improve
and expand
bailficlds,

As a coun-
cilman, he
met with an
FCC official
in Washing-
ton to get
information
that resulted
in an ordi-
nance to keep cell towers out of
residentinl neighborhoods, *

"1 ty look at the facts,

Jomy Ellls

he favors develoy
'ing a comprehensive sidewall
program “and looking at other
ways to improve the quality of
‘services in this city, looking to
see il we can mako city services
more efficient so we can keep our
tox rates as low a5 possible.”
. “With the incrensed assess-
ments you have people that have
been here 33 years on fixed
incomes that arc really strug-
gling. We have to see what we
can do to help,” Bruce said.
Bruce said his experience as
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and try und make a well-rea-
soned decision that will influ-
ence my fellow council people.
We have been able in the five
years I've been on council to
build a consensus on most
isgues. We don't always start out
on the same page, but we talk
our way through it and try and
come to a rensenable conclusion.

“The more you communicate,
the greater chance you resolve
an issue, As a lnwyer I learned o
settlement is better than contin-

. uing liti

," Ellis said.

On the 11 Pines golf course
expansion, “1 think we've done a
phenomenal job,” he said. “We
spotted the opportunity when a
developer came to ug and said he
wanted to build an industrial
park there.”

Instead, the city bought the
land to expand the golf course,
end to keep out industrial devels
opment which would have gener-
ated significant traffic.

Ellis snid that voters have sup-
ported several perk millages
that included setting aside funds
for a golf course expanaion, *“Now
we're trying to fulfill the commit-
ment.”

He snid preliminary actien to
develop the “Trinngle Project” at
14 Mile Road and Northwestern
is promising, as the city has
finally found a developer willing
to spend money on sowers and
roads in tho area ~ in contrast to
requests for city funding made
by carlier developera,

“I try and be a creative thinker
who'll get together with people
and get the job done rather than
fight. T just want to make sure
the community works well, with
a high level of services,” Ellis
said,

‘While some challengers claim
council is secretive and not open
enough, Ellis said, “Would they
rather have us like Southfield,
fighting like cats and dogs and
calling each other names?

“One of the things I've nppreci-
ated is we have thesc study ses-
sions. The study sessions are
open, they're not on television,
they're moro informal. We get a
1ot of questions out. We always
comply with the Open Meetings
Act”

Jess Elson
Jess Elson says he'll bring

" leadership and business experi-

cenca to the Farmington Hills city
council, and a desire to listen
closely to.residents.

“I work for the people. If I'm
on council, I atill have n boss and
that ia the people who live here,
the people who pay taxes. I have
an open mind and I would be
working on their behalf,” he
said.

Elson, owner of Brad's Ads
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Inc., n promotional products
firm, is also president of the
Michigan Promotional Products
Association. He has served on
that group’s board of directors
for 10 years.

“Through my business deal-
ings I've had the opportunity to
work with small busincssos,
large businesses, and denl with
all types of people in all types of
environments.”

.ning,” Elson
said, *I have
issues on
how I was
treated as a
citizen by the
city council.”

Elson eaid
s primary
concern of his Old Kendallwood

Subdivision neighbors is sewers,

“I find that our sewer system
is very obsolete, There is stand-
ing water long after rain — some-
thing the city is aware of but
nothing gets done. They just
seem to be passing that by.”

Elson snid the city counci! was
similarly not helpfu) when he
presented n request on behalf of
city dog owners for a dog park.

“They told me to come up with
the property, the cost of fencing,

Jess Elson

(734) 981-7100
42600 Cherry Hill Road, _Canton Township

Information Center Now Open
Mon.-Sun. from 9 a.m, until 7 p.m.

thoy snid do all the leg work.
They said there wasn't a necd or
desire, but there's 4,000 regis-
tered dog owners in Farmington
Hills and I'm sure there are

quite a few that aren’t regis- *

tered, Dogs need exercise. Socinl-
izing makes dogs fricndlier,

“1 just felt they threw every-
thing back to the citizen's
hands,” Elson said, adding his
impression was they were hop-
ing he'd go away. “If it's not a
project they're involved in or
want to be involved in, it's ‘Go
away, leave me alone.™

He supports revisiting the pro-
posed 11 Pines project, to deter-
miné whether o golf course
expansion is what people really
want. Spending for the project
should also be reviewed.

To make things happen on
council, “You have to know what
you're talking about and explain
to everyone so they understand
the benefits,” he said. “The real
concern is; Ia it going to be for
the benefit of the city?”

Profiles of challengers Ken
Masscy and Robert Monroe Web-
ster and incumbents Cheryl Oliv-
erio and Jon Grant will be pub-
lished Sunday.

staff photos by Bill Bresler

OPEN HOUSE!
Saturday & Sunday, October 20 & 21, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Join us for Tours and Refreshkments
*Win a weekend for two to Mackinaw Island!

Residents
urged to
clear leaves

While blustery wind and
rain caused power outages
‘Tuesday in some Oakland
County communities, only

* intermittent power outages
were reported in Farming-
ton Hills.

Public Services Director
Tom Biasell reported
Wednesday, “We're in great
shape.” Biasell said some
flooding was caused by
lenves -blocking catch
basins, He added that Hal-
sted Road was closed after
the storm until late
Wednesday just south of 14
Mile Road, “because that's a
swamp right there.”

He encouraged residents
to rake accumulated leaves
from catch basins.

T ————
CAMPUS PIPELINE

EASTERN DEAN'S

Daniel Rohin, son of Susan
and Neal Robin of Farmington
Hills, was on the dean’s list first
and second semester of the
2000-2001 school year at Enst-
ern Michigan University. He
was also chosen to participate in.
a leadership training program.
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CRITTENTON HOSPITAL
MEDICAL CENTER

presents:

CrittenFest

Family Health & Safety Fun Day

10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 20
Both indoors and outdoors on the south
side of the hospital. |
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Quality Care...Close 10 1ome & WWork

ITTENTON HOSPITAL
MEDICAL CENTER

For more information please call:

248-652-5269

1101 West University Drive
Rochester, MI 48307




