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Luxury is the word in bathroom design today

BY JOAN BORAM
SPECIAL WiITEI

Nearly 4,000 yoars ngo in the

palace of Knossos in Creto, an
ingenious ayatem of baths, sinka,
waten closets and cisterns, all
linked with terra cotta pipcs,
bore separnte water lines for
waste, washing, and drinking.
The royal bathtub looked almost
exactly like a modern tub.
- Scvernl thousand ycars later,
when Queen Victorin ascended
the throne in 1837, there was no
bathroom in Buckingham
Palnce. In 2001, the rallying cry
seems to be: “To each hisfher
own spal”

Every bathroom, of course, ia
equipped with the same basic
fixtures: a tub, a sink, o water
closet, nnd, uaually, n shower. If
we're lucky, there's at least min-
imal stornge space.

. Then the fun begins. Within
Hmitaliona of space, money and
our imagination, the sky's the
fimit. We can luxuriate a room
with high-tech chrome rnd plexsi:

Classic Kitchen & Bath in
Rochester Hills, recently con-
verted a bedroom into & luxuri-
ous bath and walk-in closet for a
couple whose last child had just
gone off to college.

*“The son's bedroom was noxt
to the master bedroom. We just
broke a double doorway through
and installed French doora lead-
ing into the new master bath,
which was four times larger
than the existing bath had been.
The clients specified n large two-
person whirlpool, a glass-

d shower that d
3-by-4 feet, and two pedestal
sinks, four feet apart.

*“Over the sinks we instolled o
huge mirror - 4 fect tail and 8
feet wide, making the room look
aven larger. The water closet
was in an enclosure with a wood
door. We replaced the outside
brick wall with glass block, giv-
ing the aren an cxposure to nat-
ural light.”

Adjacent to the bath was a
huge walk-in closet, with built-in
Tomi helvi

glass, or we can “go Holly A
with wall-to-ceiling mirrors,
deep white shag carpeting, and
lavish use of scented lations and
potions, soaps and oils.

Christic Stevens, owner of

A splash hit: This master bath features a tile back-

g for eve; ing
from sweaters to shoes,

Another client had a whirlpool
installed on the top floor of her
house so she could meditate
while contemplating trees and
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splash with hand-carved tile trim.

the stara. “The house was on top
of a hill, aurrounded by trees,”
says Stevens. “We installed win-
dows that wont to the ceiling,
starting 3 feet off the floor, giv-
ing her a clear view. The client
told me, ‘If you've never done

(meditation), you'll never under-
stand.™

Stevens snys that everyone
who remodels' nska for n
whirlpool. However, he tries to
convince them to forgot it if they
don't have a tub that's at least

36-by-66 inches. If a tub won't
hold 36 to 50 gallons of water,
“forget it,” Stevens said.

A smaller, 30-by-60 inch tub
won't allow a person to stretch
out and got the benefit of the
whirlpool on his knees and neck,

Stevens aaid.

He also adviscs against stairs
lending to the tub, explaining
that they're hazardoua. The best
alternative to stepa is a 6- to 8-
inch wide platform around the
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Colorworks Uncommon
A Unique Boutique

Our clients tell us that we listen to their needs, thac we
see their vision. designing your dream. .. perfecting
every detail... the finished
project speaks for itself,

Fine furnishing, new construction selections,
accesscries & accents.

248-851-7540
32506 Northwestern Highway
Farmingeon Hills
Between 14 Mile & Middlebelc

wunw.colorworksstudio.com
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Doors and Windows
Onlertaining
of a New Gntrance ?

Call us today and we could have your
new entrance door ready before
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It's Fall At ACORN, So Our Prices Fqll!

I Best Prices of the Year at ACORNS “Our Prices Just beld Fall Sl
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home centers. Our
price Includes It all.

Visit our factory showroom and see for yourself our...

Hand-crafted Doors at
Warehouse Prices!
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FIBERGLASS * INTERIOR * EXTERIOR
FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT DESIGNS

1-800-541-3667

Birmingham

36240 Woodward (between Maple and Quarton Roads)
Open Mon.-Tues. 10-6, Wed.-Sat. 9-6

Main Factory Showroom

9125 Telegraph (between Joy and West Chicago)
Open Mon.-Tues. 10-6, Wed.-Sat. 9-6

P from £2.30.8 vt ot
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111 S. Telegraph Rd.

Pantix

Call {248)335-0111
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