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tub for nccent items, such as
plants and scented candles.
Some people like to have decora-
tive fiberglass columns for a
classic look.

Remember the single lighting
element over thoe sink, the one
that gave you dark circles under
your cyes even after n good
night’s sleep? It's out. Canister
lighting is in ~ it's nice, bright
and airy, and doesn’t create
shadows, on you or the room.
Stevens recommends a theostat
that will enable you to adjust the
light to your mood.

According to Stevens, white is
still the most popular color for
fixtures, and cabinetry is Jighter
in tone. Mnple with n light stain
has replaced darker oak.

Certain spartan types dash in
and out of the shower ns though
the'shark from the movie “Jaws”

Cabinetry

was at the other side of the
drain, Sybarites among us look
longingly at stall showers with
multiple jota providing a refresh-
ing massage, and a heated foot-
bath where we can sit and relax
as we scothe our weary feot.

You needn't have a huge bath-
room to enjoy luxurious sur-
roundings.

But even if you can't squecze
in a waterfall or a whirlpool
built for two, you can use rich
materials to create a sereno
onsis that will give you joy.

“Materinls that were once high
ond are now available at reason-
able prices,” says Gretchen
Trudeau, bath designer at EXPO
Design Center in Troy. “Therc's
a huge sclection of tiles and
stone. You can use glass or deco-
rative tiles, often hand-painted,
to run a row around the bath-
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room, or create o panel design
near the tub or shower.

Trudeau said you can even use
it for wainscoting. “There are
beautiful options for countertops:

tile, stone, marble, granite, or

Corian,” T_rudeau said “T!:oy‘re

sinks on top of counter can be in
spun glass, natural stone, ceram-
ic) - as simple or a8 fancy o8 you
want to be.”

Trudeau and Stevens agree
that clients are getting away
from pedestal sinks in favor of

more le for the
than the kitchen, bocause the
area is smaller.

“Cabinet details, such aa fluted
ends, beadwork or rich atains,

that were once available only on

custom work, aro now available
ot retail.

“Sinks have gone beyond pure-
ly utilitarian. They used to bo so

generic, but now you can find
them in Vietorion (a fluted bose
on the sink; carved sculpted

design, more ornate that other

designs); Colonial (crisp, clean,

square lines with nice molding

detail), or Contemporary (vessel
| oy
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itics, which effer more stor-
age for persanal items such os
hair dryers. Fifty porcent of the
vanities Stevens installs are cul-
tured marble. The remaining are
mainly of atone.

You needn't usc a small-pat-
torned wallpaper in a small
bathroom. If you fail for a paper
with tropicai flowers, in gaudy
colors, use it. Oversize can actu-
ally add a feeling of space. Mir-
rors will open up a room, too.
Look for mirrors at garage sales
and flen markets, and cover a
wall with a varicty of shapes and
sizes, The effect isn't as stark as

a single mirrored panel, ond it's
more visunlly intriguing. Run-
ning floor tile on n diagonal pat-

argor.

Linda Hudson specializes in
cabinetry design, working with
Cabinets Plus in West Bloom-
field.

“The advantage of custom
design is that there's nothing
you can’t do or have,” says the
Farmington Hills-based interior
designer. “If you want columns
on tho ends of cabinets, or if you
want drawers of a particular
height, or built-ins for towels, no
problem. Sometimes a couple
will want different levol coun-
ters, to accommodate their
reapective heights.

“You also got o solid wood
product that will last practically
forever, and you can achicve the
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torn will also make a room look

maximum use of space. You get
the luxury of accommodanting all
of your needs in the available
space.”

In a two-carcer family, the
traffic pattern in tho bathroom is
as important as that in the
kitehen. There's a lot going on
when both are getting ready at
tho same time, and careful plan-
ning will kecp them from bump-
ing into one another. )

Don't ignora personal touches.
Buy a glass roundel ot an art
fair, and hang it in the bathreom
window, It will lend a stained-
glaas effect, even on a cloudy
day. Search out an antique sonp
dish, or n unique drinking glass.
Put a flen market birdhouse on
top of the medicine cabinet. If
you use shutters on the win-
dows, use them to display cos-
tume jewelry neckiaces.

Plants do well in tho humid
atmosphere of a bathroom,

The hathroom is the most per-
sonnl roem in'your homo. Use-it
to indulge yourself in the colots
and objects that you love.
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Bedroom sets have never been so
and create your own mood by choosing a
ful retreat. A b

a perfect, p

utifsl bed, Is

handy tables hold your books or glasses. I's where you curl up 16 read in the evenlng, or sip
your morning coffee and read the paper as the day begins, It's where your dreams a'!"e born.
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