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Bedrooms serve as retreats in many residences

BY JENNIFER PLACINTO
STAFF WRITER

Younger married couples, tired
from the 8 to 6 grind, are locking
for a place to get awsy at tho end
of the day and they’re finding it
in their bedrooms.

Bedroom retreats are growing
in_popularity among couples in
their mid-20s to late-30s with or
without children, said Kevin
Konat, owner of Classic Interiors
in Livonia.

Bedroom retreats scem to suit
many others as well, said Pina
Newman, design assistant at

_Ethan Allen Furnituro in
Auburn Hills.

She said everyone from young
to old, singles, parents with
young children and ompty
nesters are looking to,fill their
bedrooms with cozy chairs, func-
tional tables and ottomans.

Relaxation is key to these
retreats used for getting away
from tho stresses of the day, the

children and even the phone,
Konat said.

“I think it's juat e relexing
room,” Noewman said. *It is a
room where nothing else is dis-
tracting you. In other rooms,
there are other things that need
to be done,” she snid, referring to
dirty dishes and picking up
things around the house.

“When both (portners) work,
thoy don't spend a lot of time at
home,” Konat said. “They gener-
ally eat out a lot.”

The bedroom is the place
where they have time to kick
back before going to sleep and
thus it's the only spot in the
homo where they arc most likely
to spend at least eight hours of
their day, Konat said.

The bedroom retreat can serve
as a relaxing area for watching
TV, listening to music, or even
getting o little work done with-
out interruption.
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Steeping beauty: This late 18th-century mahogany
carved post bed, part of Baker Furniture’s Historic
Charleston collection, is a remarkable contradic-
tion in styles. The bed’s simple head and foot
boards are matched with elaborate reeded posts;
each carved with acanthus and tobacco leaves and

feet end in brilliant brass sabots, adding a touch of
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“Everybady today either wants
an entertainment centor or o
computer unit (in their bed-
rooms),” Konat said. “It's a real
getaway area.”

In her experionce, Newmon
said, some couples are putting
tolevisions and stercos in their
rooms, but that's not the norm.

Most people plan their rooms
by the furniture they already
have and the theme, color or per-
sonality they wish the room to
have, she sald.

So why combine several fune-
tions in one room?

“I think master bedrooms are
becoming larger in homes and

they need to fill that space,”
Newman said. .

And many customers of Clas-
sic Interiors arc doing 6o by
starting with larger beds.

“King size beds are selling
more so than qucen anymore,”
Konat said. “Mattresses are get-
ting plusher and customers real.
ly don’t mind spending a lot of
money . . . to dress it up.”

Additional bedding and pillowa
are what many customers are
opting for us well as taller head-
boards for effect. But the height
of canopy beds isn't attracting as
many customers.

*“A lot of people aren't veally
buying canopy beds anymore,”
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Konat said, since many bed-
rooms don't have the ceiling
height required for a king size
canopy.

Selecting furniture for the bed-
room is a bit casier than other
rooms, Newman said, because
you know what you need. Cus-
tomers are still looking for
motching bedroom sets, but
there’s more room for compro-
mise since it's a private location.

*It's a room that's generally
not seen by their friends and
family,” Konat said.

And unlike shopping for
kitchen or living room furniture,
where women tend to narrow
down seléctions and then bring

their husbands to make the final
decision, Konat said, couples °
often shop together when picking
out bedroom seta.

“They cach have their individ-
ual tastes,” Konat aaid. “The
wife generally is looking for a
certain type of drawer size for
her clothes and the husband, an
armoire for a TV and his
clothes.”

One thing the bedroom retreat
doesn’t moke room for is exer-
cise, Couples tend to find other
rooms in the house for working
out, usually in their finished
basements, Konat said,

Simply the most -
amazing selection
you've ever seen!

Furniture
Dining Rooms  Chalrs
Benches ¢ Bedroom * Armolres
Tables « Home Office

« Accessories

Mirrors » Shelves » Clocks

Lamps ¢ Wall Art = Baldwlin Brass
Variety
French Country » Eclectic
Shaker ¢ Traditional « Contemporary

. 33021 Grand River * Farmington » Just

name, to help in the

Only at
The

S S T S T S S S S S S S

Mattress

For one week 10% of your sale will be

WEEK

B

No Interest

Swith approced credit

PROMRA
Competition  Our Price

I S 0 XS0 W o

-

<o Hwy,

$149..

§l Grand Raruds Bedding Co.
TROY

WAREHDUSE CLEARANCI CENTER

CHIRO-LUX

SPECIAL

THE

WEST BLOOMFIELD
66900 Ore Lake D

1.800-579-MATS

A" S - o . S, St Sels S, e S, S, S, S, S, S, s o

Superstore to donate 10% of
all sales to WTC Disaster Relief Fund

donated to the World Trade Center Disaster Reli
relief of the tragedy of September 11th. We
MATTRESS SUPERSTORE are deeply saddened by recent
donating 10% of all sales during the week of O
the victims and their families. We will be having speci
Bloumfield, Royal Oak and Troy. We appreciate your business, as alwa
fellow Americans in their time of need.

ctober 21st thru the I
al discounts at all 4 locations in Waterford, West

Oct. 21st through
-~ » — a -

ERICAN - Mad
MATTRESS SUPE

No Payments
No Money Downt

&
DREAMSCAPE
PILLOW TOP
PALMRAL RACK SUPPORTER

MATTRE

f Fund in your
at Grand Rapids Bedding Com,ta’any, the
events and wish to show our support by

27th, 2001 to ease the suflering of

ys and helping us to support our

ONLY SALE

27th
Michigah

ORE

of all
sales
from ali 4

M. . ! Futon
with Mattress locations

suino *AT'T oo | EENIEN

GREAT SELECTION OF = -donated
BRASS & IRON BEDS t&r}tg

Disaster
Relief

Fund
10-21

Futon Bunk Be
with Futon Mat ) rhru

swrom T2 T T 10-27

SS SUPERSTORE

WATERFORD ROYAL OAK
CLEARANCE CENTER 32222 Woodward
al H

1.800-339-MATS

tatm wet

”



