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St FURNITURES

Armoires add elegance
to bedroom, even bath

Open wide: Use an
armoire to store blan-
kets and pillows for a
casual, open look in a

bedroom.

By KEN ABRAMCZYK
STAFF WIITER
kabramczyk@oc.homocomm.not

Armoires. They can be used
anywhere and everywhere.

Most homeowners uso them in
the living room or great room a8
an entertainment center. They
provide a wonderful focal point
and create much needed archi-
tecture in those large rooms.

But you can use armoires {n

the bedroom, or even the bath-
room, for clothing storage or
towels,
* Armoires have grown in popu-
larity for the past 30 years, and
customers usually buy them for
several reasons, including to cre-
ate n visual centerpicee.
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Bath Fitter* factory-
trained professional
technician wlill arrive
at your home to
install your new
tub, wall or shower.
You are assured of
complete satisfaction
backed by our
comprehensive
warranty.
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We’re The Largest Bath Tub LincrCompany
Serving Metro Detroit

BATH FITTER’

Acrylic Tub Liners-Seamiess Bath Wails Showers Bases & Walls

1-888-355-8827

3 Offices- Livonia ¢ Taylor » Warren
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Adult Daily Admission $8
Undor 12 and Parking FREE
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Cabinetry For Every Room On Sale Now
With Your Choice Of Microwave®.
Free! Just $129
Countertop Over-the-range ¢ ‘ém
+ ——T Sensor Mi:rowace'@ L Microwave*
), JE1860, ¢ fVM1441,

*Minimum purchase of 10 kitchen or
bath cabinets to qualify.
Offer ends November 30, 2001.

31150 W. Eight Mile Road
Farmington Hills, Ml 48336
248.477.1515
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Furnishing? Decorating? Remodeling?
Save A Fortune Instead Of Spending One.

Members of UCC TotalHome” buy their hasndise direct from the
and their authorized suppliers - at the same prices the store pays =
before they mark it up. You have access 1o the full
product fine of hundreds of mannfacturers, not just the izems selected by a store’s buyer,

Bathroom Suite
with 6’ Bath/Whirlpool
COMPARABLEUALLE 405805 8 No Markup! No Middlemen! No Hidden Costs!
s 3 5367

*Bodroam Svites +Infan & Youth Furniture  + Exerclie &
LC JOTALHOME PRCL + Dining Room Suites + Floor Covetings Sporting Goods
- +Uiving Room Suites Window Trectmens  +Bedding & Matessay

*Kitchen & Both
Cebinets & Firtvros

«Lighting Fixnres + Appliances & Electronics
+ Potio Furnitire. » And Much, Much Mot
Call Now Toll Free For Your
ﬁucc FREE Visitor's Pass!
TotalHome 1-877-NO-MARKUP
L ———————8) {1-877-666-2758)

Visit Qur Websito Al
www.ucototalhome.com
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“It really can set the tono for
the room because it's usually the
largest piece in the room,] said
Pat Roubie, district trainer for
Ethan Allen in Novi. Ethan
Allen has stores in Auburn Hills,
Birmingham, Livonia and Novi.

“In the bedroom, it aleo can be
used for storage of clothing,”
Roubie said. “They include gar-
ment rods, which are removable,
They have open cubby holes for
open storage of clothing or the
rod can be removed to create
atacking storage for linens and
towels.”

“Most of the armoires are
equipped to have a television in
them,” said Kevin Konat, owner
of Classic Interiors in Livonia.

Removable backs in the

armoire make it easy to sectup a |

television sot inside, Videos and
CDs alao can be stored in it.
Remotes can be stored in an
armoire drawer.

Joe McCambridge, manager of
product design for Boker Furni-
ture of Birmingham and Milling
Rond, a division of casual furni-
ture for Baker, said these units
are used less for clothing stor-
age, but more as a piece to store
a television sct, and generally
smaller in size than armoires for
the living room or great room.

“You can have electronics fit
into the upper dock (of
armoires),” McCambridge said.
“Most peoplo want something
that is adaptable for TVs and
VCRas. Thoy also prefer the pock-
et doors to keep the doors out of
the way.”

Armoires developed in France
in the 18th century when the
king taxed residents for closet
and bathroom space, and home-
owners sought ways to create
storage without the closet space,
McCambridge said. Linen press-
es, originally from Charleaton,
8.C., are similar piccea, but
more English in styls, McCam-
bridge said. People like the tra-
ditional look of those picces,
McCnmbridge said.

Roubie often scea homeowners
using armoires in casual-con-
temporary styles, country of
classic elegance in a French
Provence look, Homeowners also
go with the traditional, 18th
Century or neoclasaical look.

“It can be used as a collective
piece, to add to n room or to com-
plete it to giva more of that col-
lectivo look,” Roubie said.

Maple is used often. *“It's very
adaptable,” Roubie said. “It is
used for o clean Jook or it can be
made to look antique or dis-
tressed.” For a formal look, cher-
ry and mahogany is uaed.

“Cherry and maple are the
most versatile,” said McCam-
bridge. “They also are the most
noutral.” Maohogany also is popu-
lar, McCambridge said.

Konat said customers often go
with something completely dif-
ferent from their bedroom set.
*Thoy really use it as an accent
piece to the room,” Konat said.

Hidden from view: For
homeowners who do not
have a library or a sepa-
rate room for an office, an
armoire works well in
storing a computer. The
doors can close and the
computer disappears.

“Computer nrmoires also are
placed in the bedroom for adults
to use the computer,” snid
Konat. “IT they don't have room
for a home office, a lot of couples
are getting armoires for their
computer.

“They hava all kinds of pull-
outs for printers, keyboard and
units, They are nicely self-con-
tained.”

In the bathroom, the armoire
can staro towels, eapecially if the
homeowner wants a country
look. “You can leave the armoiro
open with a bhasket of soaps
inside to give it a more relaxed
1ook,” Roubic said. .

White-washed tones and
cream colors can create a com-
fortable “scaaide” look, Roubie
said.

McCambridge said an efagere,
which is a seven-shelf open unit,
is similar, but smaller, than the
traditional armoire that can be
used in the bathroom. He
described one recently created
for o customer. "It has a stylized
door with overhanging cornices,
and it looks almost like a clock
case,” McCambridge said. “An
armoire is a tough piece to put
into the bathrooms since many
of them are so small, even
though bathrooms are larger in
the new homes.”

‘While they may bo big pieces,

armoires certainly attract a per-
son's oye. *It's hard to get archi-
tectural drama in o new home,”
McCambridge said. “It's nico to
have that vertical look and
drama with overhanging cor-
nices, :
*A lot of people arc drawn to
that look = the overhanging cor-
nices, the fluting and curved
scroll.”
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