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- “Wha Children Dream...We Help Them Achieve”

Detroit Country Day School
Open House
Sunday, Oct. 21 ® 1-4 p.m.
Pre-k through Grade 12 -
| www.dcds.edu ® (248) 646-7717

Benefit walk reaches Pennsylvania LEWIS mwna

Firofighters and police in
Farmington Hilla joined the
“Bridgo to Bridge: Side by Side”
walk October 11 from the
Ambassador Bridge to the
Brooklyn Bridge, to raiso disns-
ter relief money.

As of Tueaday, the walkers
wore located on US-8 between
Ansonia ond Wellsboro, Pennsyl-~

vania. Thoy are expocted to
arrive at the Brooklyn Bridgo in

to demonstrate the firg servicea
and law enforcement solidarity.”
Joining the fund-raiser for

is @ big highlight in their
careers as principals.” .,
Unfortunately, becauso of

ity reasons, o trip to the

New York on October 18,
Jim Etzin, a firofighter and
dic with the Farmi
Hilly Firefightera Association,

said, “Anybody whe's participat-

*ing in the walk will be accepting

pledges. The primary roason for
the walk-is to show our support,
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ilies of police, firofightora
and emorgency medical techni-
ciang who died in the World
Trade Center attack are the
Farmington Hills Police Officers
Association, Command Officers
Association and Police Benevo-
Jent Association.

The waik, which began at the
Ambassador Bridge, will con-
clude on the Manhattan side of
the Brooklyn Bridge.

Walkera will symbelically pasa
a firefighter's helmet and tacti-
cal officor's helmet along the
routo so they can be presented to
the City of Now York. At least
one firefightor and one palice
officer will walk together along
the 800-mile route.

Donations will be accepted
before, during and after the
walk,

All proceeds go to the Widows
and Children's Funds of the Uni-
formed Firefighters Associatlon
of New York and the Patrol-
men's Benevolent Association of
New York.

To donate: Make checks
poyable to either the UFA Wid-
ows and Children's Fund or tho
PBA Widows and Children’s
Fund and mail to:

Bridge to Bridge: Sido by Side,
/o Farmington Hills Fire Fight.
era Associntion, P.O. Box 184,
Farmington, M, 48332-0184.
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White House won't be possible
she said. -

Lowis was
nominated by
Forest Ele-
mentary ataff
with support
by parents
ond atudents.
It bogan lost
year in Tra-
verse City,
when he was
named Michi-
gan's Out-
standing
Principal by
the Michigan

Elementary
School Principals Association at
the annual conference October
2000, Michigan has aligned its
standards with tho national eri-

terin. .
The National Distinguished
Principal for Michigan award
automatically followa the Michi..
gan Outstanding Principal
award. -
“Evorybady knew about it
except me,” Lowis said of the
state award. “The exciting thing
is that almost the entire stafl’
had chartered a bus and left
school Thursday afternoon
when school let out.” .
Lewis had his swn cheering
section at the conference, which
also included family. -
“It was the most humblins
thing which has ever happened
to me,” Lewis said. *I sce this o
representational of what hur-
dreds and hundreds and hun:
dreds of educators do on n duily
basis. It's such a remarkable
accolade, It’'s somothing in my
wildeat imagination 1 wouldn
even have considered.” .
Lewis has been principal ot
Forest Elementary for five
years. Ho eame to the distric
from Burton Elomentary in
Huntington Woods where he
was principal for nine years ia
the Berkley School Distriet.  ©|
Before that he was the found.
ing adminiatrator for the Center
for Advanced Study of the Arts
in Onk Park, a high achool pro-
gram and consortium of five dif:
ferent uchoal districts, :
He has a bachelor’s degree in
political scicnce and business
from Enstern Michigan Univet-
sity, His masters of education i3
from Wayno Stats University. |
Family ties .
The Lewis family once ownetl
the Southfield News until it was
sold and became the Southfield
Eccentric, Lewis said. .
“It was founded by my mothet
and started in my basement, lite
erally,” Lewis noted. :
He taught in the Berkley
School District where he also
was a high school counselor.  ©
Lewis is a longtime friend of
Farmington School District
Superintendent Bob Mnxfield's
family. Maxfield and Lowis
worked in the Berkloy Schodl
District. “Bob and I started
together,” Lowis said, .
Lewis' daughter, Elise, ie
married to Jim, Maxfield's sod.
That means shared baby-sitting
responsibilities for their mutuad
grandson, Ethan, 2, H
Lewis and, wife, Hazel, have
two other adult children,
Sharon and Jeff and two othey
grandchildren, Zoo Allen, 4, and
Maraena Allen, 2, Thoe Lewia'
reside in Waterford.
“This is long overdue,” Bob
Maxficld said. “He's outstand-
ing. Ho hns a wholesome sct of
values. Teachors are alwaya
quoting him about what'a right
for the kids.” T
Lewis believes in customized
inatruction, and it's not unusunl
for him to pay home visits.
Hands shot up when students
from Connie Qualman's fifth
grade clnss at Forest Elemen-
tary were asked who wanted to
be in n picture with Lowis. :
Student Jessica Schultz of
Farmington Hills, said she was
surpriscd about Lewis’ awnrd.
*He nlways is out doing stufl,”
Schultz said. “He nlways is nicd.
1 don't think he ever goes int|
his office,” :
That'a true, said Erica Mar-
cos, student and n Farmington
Hills resident. “I'm excited.”
Marces said. “There are a lot of
othor principals, but ho was
chosen out of all of them.” .
Added student Evan Hughes:
“He deserves it. He's a gooll
principal.” ‘
. Lewis doesn'’t expect to go on
tour or give apoeches. “I will
just keep deing what I have
been doing,” ho said, '
Maintaining focus is koy.
*That menns doing tho best
thing we can do for our kids,”
Lewis said, "The award is a ccl-
cbration of the,team npemnch qf
warking with kids.” :




