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Hills City Council candidates

Grant, Massey, Oliverio, Webster share their thoughts

Jon Grant
Jon Grant says 12 years expo-
Tience on the Hills city council
mves him valuable insight into
how things

running for
council
again
becauso 1
want to be
involved in
the finish-
ing up of
the golf
course and
ba involved
(n the 14 Mile-Northweatern
project,” he said. *I think they
~are likely the lnst two major pro-
“jects in tha community for a
_ while”

* Beyond his city council back-
“ground, Grant touts expericnice
on the city planning commission,
- chamber of commerce, the
*:‘Foundors Festival and servico on
“the Grand River Corridor Com-
mittec and the Eight Mile Boule-

“vard Association. Grant said he's
’-oble to build consensus on coun-
. cil *because I'm respected by
* them and I respect them.”
., Of tha 11 Pines golf course
expansion project, Grant said, “I
don't really understand how any-
body could question what the
city's done.”

Grant said the city had to buy
the lnnd to stop it from becoming
an industrial park. He said it

+ was “a smart move for council to
. borrow from ourselves (water
fund)" to pay for the land, rather
: than pay intereat or raise taxes.
+ ¥I felt that wasn’t an option.”
.. A golf course expansion “has
- been on the agenda for as long
+.a8 I've been on council,” Grant
. snid, “Two parks and recreation
. millage renewnls that were
pessed both had that ines a
+ component. I can’t walk away
.. from that bocausc that was a
.commitment we made to voters,
1 will continue to support it.”
-. Of the 14 Mile-Northwestarn
» *Triangle” project, Grant said, I
- would have liked to have seen
the (tentative) joint agreement,”
with three developers, for
. improving the ontire project

’ Jon Grant

area. Ho said the first phase of
the project proposed by the lone
remaining developer, featuring
brick facade shops, “ia on the
right track.”

Grant said he's not opposed to
a dog park. “Liability concerns
have to be addressed for me,” he
said, adding backors should
organize o plan, ns other activity
or aports groups have.

‘While some challengers main-
tain council doea not listen to the
public, Grant countered, “Thero
ara maeny, many, many times
council has chenged its direction
a8 a result of citizens coming for-
ward.” He said such criticisms of
council “are boased on that we
didn't do what they wanted us to

do

Graont said, while the city is
well run with lean staffing,
councl) will havo to be vigilant
about budgets to maintain cur-
rent city services. “Raising taxes
would be a last resort to my
mind,” ho sald.

Ken Massey

Ken Massey is one community-
involved guy.

A resident sinco 1963,

Massey's Eagle Scout project
involved organizing 10 people to
drive around assisting motorists,
distributing a gallon of gas when
needed, or
changing a
tire. “We
managed to
call in one
house fire,”
he recalled.

Ho also
served nine
years aB a
Hilles
paramedic,
ia a current
homoown-

Ken Massey

er's

citation from the city.

*“I think it indicates my desire
to gat involved; I'm willing to do
that,” said the doctor and Pfizer
clinical scientist. *I think I have
some new ideas and somo fresh
approaches and I'd like the
opportunity to apply them.”

Masscy maintains that the
current council is unresponsive
to citizen concerns, While a golf
course nxpann!an at the 11 Pines
project is No. 1 on counclls list
there, he said it wasn't No. 1.
with residents, adding they
favored biking and hiking trails.

At 11 Pines, which contains a
former landfill, “There was not
disclosure of the results of the
first environmental study,”
Massey satd, *It seems they try
to hide things.” He said the
state-npproved plan to cap the
lnndfill ia appropriate.

Massoy charges council also
paid too much for the property,
$4.6 million. He eaid tho state
oqualized value suggested a
anles price of $1.4 million.

The candidate said he's gone
door-to-door in the neighborhood
end residents say they don't
want the 72-80 condominium
units proposed for 11 Pines. He
doesn't cither. “I'm saying no to
condos.”

On the isaue of a city dog park,
Massey is in favor of the city
finding space for it semowhere,
He said of supporters, "All they
want is a fonco.”

He snid residenta, particularly
in the north central part of the
city, have concerns about the
overburdened sewer system. Ho
said council should be very
active in seeking state and feder-
8l belp for sewer improvementa.

Massey said residents south of
12 Mile believe they are not
treated ns well as citizens on the
north end of the city. He pointa

has senred on thu  board of d{rec—
tors of the Council of Homeown.
er's Associations,

And then there was the time
he was riding in his truck with
his stepson, and saw a man col-
lapse in his driveway, in cardiac
arrest. The two did CPR until
paramodics arrived, the man
was saved, and Mnuey got o

o

to the 1 quality of “Wel-
come to Farmington Hills" signs
in the north and south.

He calls for preserving “as
much open space as we can.” To
build consensus for issues he
supports, Massey said he would
scek information from citizens.
He offers a Web sita, www.ken-
massey.com, where people can e
mail questions and get informa-

tion on his positions on issues.

Cheryl Oliverio

Incumbent Cheryl Oliverio
rejects the charge that city coun-
cil is not open as it could be with

the public,
“We have

open meet.
ings,” she
said, adding
that the
land sale to
make the
11  Pines
golf course
expansion
project pos-
aible -
which is
drawing
criticism from some countil chal-
lengers — was also discussed in
public meetings.

“People didn't go (to those
meetings),” recalled the two.
term Farmington Hills city coun-
cilwoman, “We jumped in and
lnught it to save it from develop-
ers,”

Further, Oliverio anid that
before she decides how to vote at
mectings, she listens to the pub-
lic and to fellow officiala.

“I have no agendas. I consider
myself an independent. T want
what's best for the city of Farm-
ington Hills,” snid the mother of
four who works in warranty
administration at Bob Secilers
Pontlac-GMC,

While council has drawn some
criticiam in recent weeks for pur-
suing the golf course expansion,
Qliverio said, “The golf course is
definitely going to go.”

“In the last two parks and
recreation surveys it was one of
the high priorities people want-
ed. We do have a commitment to
residents who voted for expand-
ing the golf course,” she said.

The city has begun working
with a developer in the 14 Mile-
Orchard Lake *Triangle” project
aren, and Oliverio said the city
should pursue the plan to devol-
op brick facade stores, restau-
rants and g hotel ulong North-
western Highway, and Home
Degpot-type “big boxes” behind.
*“The people on Highview, we

Chery! Oliverio

can't leave them stranded,” she

added.

She enid the city should step
up efforts to seek a streetscape
improvement project along Eizht
Mile Road. “We need to clean up
Eight Mile,” Oliverio said.

oping the polley that helps guide
the city to take care of peoples
problems, to help protect them
and make sure the public ser-
vices work."

“My long-term goal is 1'd like
to be mayor. lt’u( been my life to

She proposed ti with
busincas owners to encourage
them to add green areas, land-
scaping, and to discusa potential
“brownfield” remediation, a des-
ignation that could result in
financial asaistance to clean up

take or; and guide
them somewhere. It's what
comes natural,” he said,

When the issue of the 11
Pines-golf course oxpansion is
raised ~ and that some identify
itasa campuign mue - Webcter

“Makin,

To nddress sewer problems in
the city, "We don't have the
money, We've got to look into
federal funding,” Oliverio said.
“The sewer system isn't ours, we
don’t maintain it,” she said,
adding issuea of who's responsi-
ble for backups into residents’
homes need to be addressed.

Oliverio said she favors a dog
park if backers present a plan
with no cost to the city: *“We
don’t have the money to buy a
piece of property and fence it.”

Robert Monroe Webster

Robert Monroe Webater said
that even if he loses his race for
Farmington Hills city council,
ho'll still be involved in city gov-
ernment.

Webster,
an jnforma-
tion tech.
nology spe-
cialist and
former
Army coun-
terintelli-
gence offi-
cer, said
he'll seck
an appoints
ment to &
city board or commisaion if he
doesn’t win.

“I will not be one of those peo-
ple that fails off the faco when 1
lose, and I will not be one of
those pcople that gets bogged
down in bureaucracy with my
vision because honestly I'm not
coming into this with great
grandiose ideas on how to
chango the city,” ‘Webster said.

“I'm going in there to do the
job of ndministering and devel-

Robert Wabster
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“ARRANGING A FUNERAL SHOULDN'T CAUSE YOU MORE GRIEF

Simple Cremation - *625.00 complete

Simple Burial -

(inctudes minimal casket and concrete grave liner)

Limited service funceal options at similar savings.
Let us show you how to save on & funeral

*995.00
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the most lmportum thmx. Im
kind of surprised there is still an
jsaue. They laid out the plan,
they puraued the plan, they're
(council) pushing forward.”

*Citizons were involved and
actually helped generate the
ideas for what today is 11 Pines.
You have a problem, fix the
pmblem. You have to make a
decision.”

Webster talks about a greater
partnership with the Chamber of
Commerce, to redevelop particu-
lar business oreas. “There’s
nothing that nays the chamber
can't be the project manager,
planning to closure,” he said,
adding the administration cln
offer guidance on ordinances.

On dog parks, Webster said,
“I'm not afraid of taking any-
thing up the hill and charge.
Define the scope, dev:lap strate-
gies and pick one.”

*I am embarrassed by hate
crime activity when it came to
targeting Muslim, Arab or not
or religiona whether you
not. I actually classify peopla
who commit hate crimes as ter-
rorists based on my background,
It's the same thing. One thing 1
will make clear is I won't toler-
ate it.” .

Webster said that in going
door to door, he was amared by
residents’ lack of knowledge of
their city government. He said
some neighbors who've lived
next door for 30 years didn't
know each other,

“It's not a community, not yet,”
Webster said, adding he'd seck
feedback on ideas from home-
owners groups.

«-atories by Kevin Brown; pho-
tos by Bill Bresler
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FUNERAL & CREMATION SERVICES
1.800:-491-4499 A unique approach to funeral service
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Kensington Academy invites you to

High School Night 2001

Tuesday, October 23 — 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Come to the KA gymnasium (o speak with representatives from:

CRITTENTON HOSPITAL
MEDICAL CENTER'S

Lunch & Learn Program
Presents Dr. Jackie Compton
on
Hormone Replacement Therapy &
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. . . . ® Marian High School
Breast Cancer Risk Adoption Meeting oy et o e | & Moty i S
CHILDREN.....Ono of life's greatest @ Broter Rice High * Neww
- 4 ifts. International adoption through Schoo Demo Propersiory Schod
Noon nlo‘:t 26 E‘HINA or VIETNAM l:n wnndcr#ul @ Cranbrook Schools ® The Roeper School
Paint Creek Cider Mill & Restaurant way to build your family. ® Cutver Academies ® Scattergood Fends Schoot
$10 per person, Including lunch ¥ Healthy infantsitoddlers available @ @ Detrox Catholic Contral HighSchool | @ Shrine Catholie High School
T Sttt o 9 * Corot Cowiy Doy Scom | @St Marys Popariory
Register by Oct. 19 at 248-652-5269 Please call Lisa or Joanie tall free st ® The Leelanaw School .

WHERE: Detroit, MI 1-800-513-1810 or pre-register for

WHEN: f“"“;?“‘beh'lau‘ cxact location or for more information.

LA VIDA INTERNATIONAL
ADOPTION AGENCY

T

1101 Wes! Unlversity Drive ¢ Rochester, M143307

= Anderson Gallery
= Artspace Il

= Avenue Gallery

» Cowboy Trader

= David Klein Gallery

» Elizabeth Stone Gallery
» Exhibit A

« Gallery Animato

» Gallery Birmingham

» Gallery Nikko

+ Hill Gallery

» Mettal Studio

= Posner Gallery

» Robert Kidd Gallery

» Sandra Collins Gallery
« Synergy Studio

s The Halsted Gallery

» The Sports Gallery

= Yaw Gallery

Volunteer docents will provide
directions and information about
_the galleries and their exhibits.

exhibition

a Free trolley service will shuttle
visitors throughout town.
a gallery tour

Friday,
November 9, 2001
-6-9 p.m.

= Meet artists and learn about
their work.

= Many galleries will provide food

and refreshments.
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Downtown Birmingham .
. . . Sponsored by Observer & Eccentric Newspapers, Poyle Associates

Insurancs Agency of Biemingham
Admission: FREE

VNN TV

& Downtown Bimningham
Hostad by Downtown Sirmingham Art Galleres and the Cultural
Council of Birmingham Bloomfield
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