Here’s wish list
for grid playoffs

Things I'd like to scc during this
playoff season:

M Catholic Central quarterback
Tam Jakacki check off on the Sham-
rocks’ first offenaive play against
Cady, change the play on his own and
throw deep for a completion.

W Wostland John Glenn coach
Chuck Gordon announce that his
team would like to play an casier
team for homecoming next year. And
ho'd be happy to take Lloyd Carr up
an hia offer for John Glenn and Michi-
gan to meet for U-M'a homecoming
game.

W Harrison's seniors realizo that
not everyone is going to get a Division
I ride next scason, but they atill want
to play together. So they compromise
and announce they're going to pack-
age themselves to one college — North-
ern Michigan - so they can still wenr
green and gold,

M Farmington sports editor Dan
O'Menrn say, “It’s only football,” and
opt to cover a district soccer final on
Friday night instend of Herrizon foat-
ball.

W Canton coach Tim Baechler not
only atart 5-11, 360-pound Will Stin-
gon and 6-2, 340-pound Derek John-
son at fullback and running back
against Novi, but keep them in the
backfield for the first scrics.

W Someone from Bishop Borgess or
St. Agatho kick the ball through the
north goal posts at Borgess, then have
to climb the fenco into the parking lot
at Detroit Diesel Allison to get the
ball back.

B Clarenceville conch Greg Hud-
kins show a little more emotion on
the sidelinc,

M CC coach Tom Mach show a little
leas emotion on the sideline,

An far ns the picks go — three of us
were a perfect 16-0 last week. None of
the three of us was named Plymouth-
Canton’s C.J. Risak, who tumbled to o
14-1 week ~ his best performance
aince getting drilled in the head with
n soceer ball at a media game last

year.

Overall, Livonia-Westland’s Brad
Emons is your regular-senson winner
at 111-20, followed by O'Meara at
105-26, me at 102-29 and Chuckles at
100-31,

But it’s a new season now and any-
thing can happen - and will.

FRIDAY GAMES
{7 p.m. unless noted|

Redford S, Agatha {B-4) at Redlord Bishop
Borgess (8:1), 4 p.m.: | con hear tho whining
now - no, I1's not 1ha sound of my own volce ~
“Did you pick against us this week, Poul?® It's
going to como from Wemer Blakely, | know It's
going to be becausa ono of his assistant cooch-
o5 afwnys tolls him | plck against him, even
when | don’t,

Actually, this i going to be a fun one, I'd pay
money to 500 Dan Boulter ngainst Darryl Anglin,
But I'd pise pay money 10 stay warm ond dry.
The only other time the two schools mot wos on
Sept. 19, 1997 - Borgoss won, 26-24. § dont
1hink it will ¢hange this time. PICKS: Borgoss
- Boaudry, Risak, O'Mebrs; Agaths - Emons.

Novl {6-3) at Canton (6-1); A year ago, Canton
coach Tim Baochler promised 1o dys lis hale or
sheve his hoad or palat his noils ar somo other
sllly ptomise if his teom won & playeff game, This
yonr, he promised his teom that If & wins thres
gamos he's going to paint his head red and
rying to help motivaie the team

i3 I8 tho first time the two schools
have ever met In football. You'd figure with the
schoo! districts sa closs, they would have played
a1 loast onco = but o000, Mayde afier Friday
flght, Dane Kobua and friends might show why
they haven't played bofare. PICKS: Canton
~ Beaudry, Risok, Emons, O°'Meara.

Wastiand John Glenn (7-2) at Belleville (7-2):
Two of my favariie peaplo In tho whole world ara
coaching this ona. OI' Recket-Boy Chuckie hax
boon conching high schoots forever. And Bob
LaPoinia has too, except for that one stint when
ha was Interlm head coach ot Eastern Michl...
Like | said, LaPointa’s been ot high schools all
hig tife,

Actully, thoy shate a cemmon bond — thoy
both think |'m a pest. And they both woutd fother
throw a fit than a footboll but have had some
success In the alr, The Rockets hold a 6-2 advan-
10ge in all gamos played - the Jost baing o 14.0
ployoft win In 1994, In tha Iast sixnostings, the
Rockets have outscored \he Tigers 188-12. Of
coutse this current team can't ba blamed for
that, since thot siretch dates back 1o 1983, But
{ don't sco the trand changing any lime soon.
PICKS: John Glenn - Boaudry; Baltevilie ~ Emons,
0'Maoants, Risok.

Fowlendlle (83} at Hacrteon (9-0): 1t is in this
point of the column where we'rs golng 10 edumi-
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Farmington schools going to OAA

BY DAN O'MEARA
BTAFF WRITER  * .
domeara@oc.homecomm.net

Farmington Public Schools will
chango ita leaguo affiliation to the Onk-
land Activitics Asnociation beginning
with tho 2002-03 academic year.

What was considered to bo a foregono
conclusion became official Tuesday
when the OAA board of governors
voted unanimously to approve Farm-
ington’s application for membership
and FPS accepted the offer to join.

Farmington’s move to the OAA will
end a 20-year nssociation with the
Western Lakes Activities Association.

Many of the conches in Farmington
had expressed their dissatisfaction
with the WLAA and lebbied internally
for such a change for several years.

The move ia expected to create parity

for Farmington teams and allow them
to compete on an equal footing with
schools hnving similar enrollments,

In many cases, the smaller Farming-
ton schools are unable to compete
ngainst bigger oncs comprising the
majority of the WLAA's membership,
many of which have twice the number
of students. -

“Everybody I've talked to is protty
excited about the move,” FPS Athletic
Director Brian Swinchart said. “It'a
something they’ve wanted for n while. I
think thoy're looking forward to next
year,

“We'll bo going ngninat schools our
own size; that's the important factor.
We'll compete against schools that
have the same kind of student bodies
and represent the kind of diversity we
have.”

STAFF DTOTO BY PILL Baraa.

Goal scorer: Farmington's Matt Okopny (left) is congratulated by

Matt Cave (15) and

acey Lopata after scoring a goal Monday.

Farmington High football coach John
Bechtel thought the move was long
overdue, not just from a football stand-
point but all sports.

“It becomes purely mathomatical,” ho
said. *If tho Farmingtona havo between
1,000 and 1,250 studenta, it's nat fair
to be playing teams with 2,300 to 2,600
kids every week. It's just not right.

“It gives us a better chance to build
and muintuin.u program. WLU want t‘?

ments and strength of program, will
place them in a more competitive envi-
ranment.

“It doesn’t guarantee success and
that's one thing that's important for
our kids and porents to understand,”
Bechtel said. “But, hopefully, it will
level the playing field long term.

“That’s not to sny there isn't great
football in the OAA becauso there is,
But at least wo get a chance to compete

be in n pesi ona
basis where we know our kids can com-
peto on n similar level,

“Wo're all motivated when teams are
successful, We have greater participa-
tion, greater motivation and greater
support,”

The Falcons wero 0-8 this season,
and the OAA, which divides teams into
four divisions based on their enroll-

with It's a real positive for
football and most sports.”

Bill Pinnell, longtime girls cross
country and track conch at North
Farmington, is another who favors the

move, .

“I think we'll have more competitive
meots, because it seoms we either win
big over opponents or Jose big. Here, it
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Falcons begin tourney
quest with 6-0 victory

BY DAN O'MEARA
BTAFF WRITER
domearn@oe.homecomm.net

Farmington High made a good start
Monday night in its quest to reach the
Division 2 state final in boys soceer,

The Falcons opened post-senson play
with a 6-0 defeat of visiting Dearborn
Divine Child in a district tournnment
game.

Farmington, the No. 2-ranked team
in the division according to the coaches
regulnr-scason poll, got to the semifi-
nals lnst year and hopes to go a step
further.

“I think the boys are focused,” Fal-
cons coach Luke Juneaj said. “If we
keep playing like this, I expoct good
things to happen.

“If we do (stay focused and continue
to play well), this second season for us
could be pretty long.”

Farmington took a 13-3-2 record into
a second district gnme Wednesday at
Redford Thurston. Divine Child, the
Catholic Loague Sccond Division cham-
pion, finished at 12-4-1.

I thought it would be a little closer
game than it turned out to be,” Juncaj
said, taking note of Divine Child's
record.

“Last year they didn't have as good a
record and we beat them, 6-1. I think
{the Mondny score) snys & lot about the
team we have here this year.”

DDC's red-and-black Falcons were
minus their No. 1 goalkeeper, who was
out with a broken leg, but coach Mark
Kibit refused to use injuries as an
excuse.

“They're a good team,” he said of the
Farmington Falcons. “They work
together well; they have good size and
good specd. Certainly, they have the
ability to go far in the -

] “SOCCER

Farmington had the game under cons
trol by halftime, leading 4-0, and their
was little doubt remaining when it
ndded a fifth goal early in the second
half.

After a foul on Matt Konopinski in

‘the box, Nick Ramirez converted.n

penalty kick for Farmington's first goal
ot 24102, )
A short time later Konopinski was
fouled again, resuliting in a free kick by
Matt Okopny, who sent the ball into
the far side of the net nt 22:43, .
Okopny got the third goal, teo. Foi-
lowing a corner by Joe Russo, the ball
bounced around in front of the DDC
net before Okopny kicked it in with
14:02 left in the half. .
Konopinskl finally got credit for an
dfficinl naaist on the fourth goal at 7:38,
He centered the ball from the right cor-
ner to Derrick Golla, who alid a shot

‘under a falling defender and past the

goalie.

“We started tho game very well,”
Juncaj said, “In the first minute, we
had a breakaway that their gonlie
stopped, but we kept the pressure on
them. I knew the gonls would start to
come soaner or later.”

“The fact they scored two quick goals
hurt us,” Kibit said. “That put us back
on our heels, Had we been able to con-
tend a little longer ... Soccer is a funny
game. We're learning what we need to
do to get to the next level.”

In the second half, Okopny put the
ball in front with o corner kick, and
Konopinski banged e header down into
the DDC gonl to make it 6-0 at 38:01.
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No. 1 Hawks ready to defend state championship

By DAN O'MEARA
STAYF WRITER
domcara@oo.homecomunot

Fowlerville becomes the firat team
with the uncnviable task of taking on
Farmington Harrison in the state foot-
ball playofls.

The 9-0 and top-sceded Hawks, two-
time defending champions in Division
3, will play host to the Gladiators (6-3)
in a first-round district tournament
game Friday at 7 p.m.

Harrison, which haa always chosen
to play poat-scason games on Saturday,
elected to play Friday, because a num-
ber of players will be taking the ACT
test Saturday,

Salem wins showdown over
Harrison, takes WLAA title

By RICHARD L. 8H00K
BTAFF WRITEN

Romember the ‘Blues Brothers”?
Well, at Plymouth Salom they've got
the ‘Blues Sisters’ — and thoy're on a
- mission from Fred,
That’s Fred as in conch Th

[ ] FOOTBALL

The Hawks, who have the home-field

advantage for the first three rounds-

should they continue to win, will
return to playing Saturday afternocan
next week.

Harrisen is making a state-record
20th appearance in the playoffs, has
won a record 11 state titles and is seck-
ing its fith consecutive state champi-
onship.

“What a great challenge for our foot-
ball team,” Fowlerville coach Jack Wal-
lace said. “Obviously, they're the

[ BASKET-

8-8 overall but had won seven of
their eight WLAA encounters beforo
losing to Salem.

whose Rocks have an agenda that
includes wrapping up an undefeated
regulnr season between now and the
Nov. 7 finals of the Wostern Lakes
Activities Associntion.

Salem dispatched host Farmington
Harriaon, 47-38, Tuesday to clinch the
WLAA title aa well ns the top seed in
tho conference tournament.

‘The Rocka improved to 16-0 overall
and 9-0 in thoe WLAA. The Hawks are

www.observerandeccentric.com

Some hes aro suporatiti
talklng about zerocs. Thomann has
a superatition about losing.

“I've alwnys hed n philosophy that
you can't worry about game 20 or
26, he snid. "All this does is let you
get ready to play your next gnme.

*“We've got game No. 17 coming up
at Farmington, and we know they're
going to pack it in and play o 2-3
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premier program in the state, so I
guess it's & heckuva way to measure
(hia own program).”

“We're going to go down and play
hard and do the best we can do. We're
excited about being in the playoffa and
looking forward to a huge challenge.”

The Hawks entor the 2001 tourna-
ment with a 31-game winning atreak,
tha longest in school history, and five
playoff victories will give coach John
Herrington a career total of 299,

Furthermore, Harrison ia ranked No.
1 in Michigan overall and among the
top 10 teams in the country in every
poll.

“That’s a nice honor, something the
kids deserve,” Herrington said. *(The
winning streak) is quite an accomplish-
ment when you have a state tourna-
ment, when you have to play the best.”

Many consider the Hawks a shoo-in
to win the Division 3 title again, figur-
ing they could just as eaaily win in
Division 1 ar 2 this year.

*“Obviously, people havo expectations
for our team and we do, too,” Herring-
ton said. “But there's no such thing and
anybody can be beaten. There are 12
undefeated tenms in Division 3. There
arc some good teams out there, and you
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Try for two:
Harrison's
Ayana Rich-
mond goes
up between
two Salem
defenders in
the final
minutes of
the game
Tuesday.
Salem won,
47-38, and
clinched first
place in the
Western
Lakes regu-
larscason
standings.
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