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Three incumbents,
new voice in the.HiII‘s

ing of the and a

In virtually any election, i
hove a distinet advantage. They've got
track records, a sense of history and
established relationships that make
doing business a little easier.

The race for Farmington Hills City
Council is no cxception. Jerry Ellis, Jon
Grant and Cheryl Oliverio have a solid
record of service to the community that
includes the first real progress made in
the 14 Mile/Northwestern corridor in
decades, the estnblishment of a tough,
legally defensible cellular phone tower
ordinance and a community in which
only about 6 percent of
residents are dissatisficd
with their quality of life
(DMG-Maximum City-
wide Management
Study, 2001). We have
no reservations about
endorsing them for the
three open council seats,
and here’s why:

We haven't seen any
real evidence that coun-
cil membera have been
“closed” to the people
they serve. We read the
city's newsletter, we
vigit the city’s Web site
and we have representn-
tives at council meetings
and study sessions.
That's our job.

If there is collusion in
“execulive scssions,”
which aren’t open to the
public, we'll never know.
We have to trust that
thoso seven people,
whose lives are niways
in the public eye, are .
intelligent enough to know elected offi-
cinla who play fust and loose invariably
get caught.

And we're convineed the combined
experience Oliverio, Grant and Ellis
bring to the table are well worth trust-

Chenyt Oifverlo

ing. They provide a continuity vital to

two of the largest and most fragile pieces
of this city's development puzzle: 11
Pines and the 14 Mile/Northwestern/
Orchard Lake “Triangle” project.

Ellis demonstrates a good understand-

n
the citizens of Farmington Hills. His 30
years of experience in negotintions have
proved invaluable in getting this city the
best possible deal in the Trinngle, and he
alwaya provides a cogent narrative to
explain his toughest decisions.

Cheryl Oliverio is very approachable
and in study sessions often comes up
with thoughtful, citizen-driven
and suggestions, even though she can be
relatively quiet at council meetings.

Grant says this ia probably his lnst
term. He almost didn't
run and secems the least
involved among the
three incumbents. His
12 years of experience
provide a sense of histo-
ry that keeps everyone
on track. We appreciate
his decision to spend one
more term following
through on 11 Pines and
the Trinngle, because we know it isn't
ensy to subject one’s self to harsh criti-
cism for doing the job as best you can.

However, 12 years is a long time, We
recognize citizens aro looking for fresh
voices, and they couldn't find one better
than that of Randy Bruce, chairman of
the Zoning Board of Appeals,

Bruce gets our vote because he favors
development of 11 Pines that will pro-
vide n return on the city’s $10 million
investment. He's also looking for
answers to the kinds of questions that
have bothered citizens all along, regard-
ing price and process in acquiring the 92-
acre property.

Bruce also demonstrated corking ini-
tintive in developing a Web gite that
details Zoning Bonrd of Appeals agendas
and activities, after council members
turned down his request to televise meet-
ings. He's shown a willingness to work
“autside the box” for something in which
he believes strongly - informing citizens.

‘We hope no matter what the outcome
of this clection, those who aren't success-
ful will remain active and involved, and
those who are clected will sce to it their
interest in public service won't go unno-
ticed,

.-‘
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Balance anthrax caution
with common sense

. Franklin Roosevelt told the American
people in the 1930s that the only thing
they had to fear was fear itself, The cco-
nomic depression that gripped the nation
would pass with time. Things would
improve, but only if we did not let unrea-
soning fear drag us under.

. Fear is gripping this nation again, The
attacks of Sept. 11 led to a sudden and
steep decline in air travel, delivering a
crippling blow to an industry already in
economic trouble.

In recent weeks, biological terrorism
has spread the web of fear cven farther,

First acveral large media companics
received letters laced with anthrax, o
boeterin that if inhaled can be deadly.
Senate Majority Leader Tom Daschle
received one of these deadly letters,
exposing several staflf members to the
bacteria. This led to a parting of ways by
House and Senante, with House Speaker
Dennis Hostert opting to elose for a few
dnys to decontaminate the Capitol.

And the fear has spread to our own
communities. The sight of any white
powder is creating high anxiety. In a
recent 10-dny period, a western Wayne
County hazardous materials team haa
dealt with 17 calls nbout powder in a lct-
ter. Mnny local police departments are
recciving calls about suspicious white
powder in everything from Christmas
arnaments to dusty stock rooms to a high
school in Inkster, where the powder
turned out to be cocaine,

In addition to fears generated by inci-
dents in New York and Florida, there
have been local reports of crank threats
to abortion clinies and reports of
jokesters sending flour in the mail,

Wayne County Sheriff Robert Ficano
issuecd a stern warning to those who par-
ticipate in false scares cither for intimi-
dation or for a twiated scnse humor. “We
will devote the highest priority to captur-
ing you, we will seck the maximum crim-

inal penalty under law, and we will go
after your financial asacts to pay for the
costs associnted with evacuoting build-
ings and lab testing of materinls.”

We agree with Sheriff Ficano that any-
onc whao contributes to the fear already
gripping this country should be vigorous-
ly pursued and prosecuted.

We also believe that everyone has to
balance caution with common sense. Not
all white powder is anthrax. Anthrax is
hard to contact. The most common form
of anthrax diseasc is a treatable skin
infection. Inhaled anthrax, which attacks
the lungs, is deadly but hord to contract.

Your chances of being infeeted with
anthrax are considerably less then your
chances of being injured in an auto acei.
dent, yet most of us do not drive in a
state of fear,

Still, some common sense precautions,
like a seat belt when driving, will reduce
your chances even further. The sheriff's
office hns these suggestions for those who
are suspicious of lettera that appear to
hnve a white powder:

Do not move the envelope; do not
attempt to clean up any spilled material;

do not shoke the contents of suspicious

items; do not turn on ventilation ays-
tems; do not remain in the aren; do not
smell the substance; do not expose the
substance to wind; do not walk through
or track the substance around the aren;
do not touch any body parts until hands
have been washed with sonp and water.

Do place uncpened letter in a plastic
bag; cover any spilled contents; wash
hands with sonp and water; place cloth-
ing in plastic bag that may have come in
contact with the substance; leave the
room immediately and close doors; shut
down fans; call local police depnrtment
immediately.

Be alert, be careful, but do not be
afraid.

IT'S FROM
. GRANDMA...

STAY CALM
MISSY !
DON'T PANIC!

Thursday, Octebor 25, 2001

DON'T OPEN IT
UNTIL WE
NOTIFY THE
AUTHORITIES !

H Age appropriate?

1 took two bottles of liquor to the
counter at a local drugstore. “I need to
know your birthday,” the cashicr said,

I have not been asked for 50 years,
and if I look too young at 76 then
BOmeone is crazy.

She said she could not ring the regis-
ter unless I told her, so the sale was

that millage but did not onvision it
being used to cap a Jandfill.

The $4.6 million to purchasa the
property was taken from the North-
west Pressure District. This action
was defended by the council as being
perfectly legal and, in fact, 08 common
practice. This despite the fact that cre-
ating o deficit in a municipal fundisa
violation of the Uniform Budget and

A ing Act.

not made, My wife d the regis-
ter might be programmed to require a
date to ensure employees sk the ques-
tion,

Perhaps, but I consider this a need-
less invnsion of my privacy. I can still
buy liquor elsewhere.

Hank Borgman
Farmington

H Star informants

Like everyone else in America, I am
grief-stricken by the tragedy of the ter-
rorist attacks on Americo, I mourn the
loss of our people and I harbor tremen-
dous diadain for our enemies, whoever
they may be. Unfortunately, I now
believe that the American medin, for
want of ratings and big bucks, should
also be “wanted dead or alive.”

A day never seems to pass that our
celebrated “star informants” don't mer.
cilessly dig into classified information
concerning America’s “next move.” The
President and all those that aurround
him are relentlessly quizzed and
pressed with prying questions of strat-
egy and maneuvers.

Frankly, I believe we'rs at the point
where our reporters should just cut to
the chase and simply e-mail the
details of U.S. countersmeasures
dircctly to the terrorista, Why even
bother with the broadcast?

This mny be a brainless notion, but
certainly no more brainless than the
American medin’s ongoing preoccupa-~
tion with greed at the expense of com-
mon sense,

Is it possible that our country could
lose the very freedom that we've
fought for and won for the last 226
years because we're just aimply too
damn free?

Dan Yessian
Yessian Music
Farmingion Hills

M Something wrong

A number of disturbing facts are
emerging about the Eloven Pines pro-
Jject.

The 92-acre parcel, which includes
an unprotected toxic landfill, allowed
Eleven Pines Joint Venture, the soll-
ers, to escape all liability for thia lnnd-
fill. When asked about this, Mayor
Bates anid she neither knew nor cared
who previously owned Eleven Pines.
Her answer was characteristic of the
hostile responses both she and the
entire city council grect any citizen's
perfectly legitimate questions.

In the Agreement of Sale the sellers
stipulated that the test borings could
only be done to find out the extent of
the landfill, What waa in the landfill

The city is rushing forward and
alrendy hns trucks on sito capping the
landfill. They are also hurrying to get
a Planned Unit Development zoning
(PUD), in order to allow condoa to be
built on the property.

This way they can bail themselves
out financially and have a 9 hole golf
courso for entertainment. Mennwhile,
the water and drainage crisis in the
city continues unabated. Also, most
people don't even know that the city
paid $1 million plus to by the school
property at the corner of 11 Mile and
Halsted, or that closo to half a million
goes to the developer for construction
management of the golf ‘murmi.h X

trict School Officials defend them-
selves by saying they notified our com-
munity of the election by the Farming-
ton Schools Update Newsletter which
ia delivered to ench resident. This  *
newslotter was delivered more than
six weeka prior to the election.

Diane Bauman of Farmington
School Public Relationa Department
also informed me there was informa-
tion on the district website and in Fri.
day folders in the achools. I think our
school officials need to be reminded
that this school district doea not con- *
sist only of the citizens who are using
the schools at this time, but of all citi-
zens who support them through our

e8.

Most disturbing to me though is the .
fact that when I contacted aschool
board member four days prior to the
election to obtain information about
the election that I might pass around

to people that I knew who wero unin- "
formed, I was only given a biased flyer
that encouraged citizens to vote yes. |
Oakland County Schools did publish a *,
very nice informational unbins

about the election, however,

Envir ly ig
whole thing is a disaster.

As the list of unanswerced questions
grows, 8o does the feeling that some-
thing is terribly wrong at Eleven Pines
and at city hall.

Tohnst

it was not circulated in the Farming-

ton School District. .

1 was somewhat relioved to find out

when I contacted our state representa- -

tive, Andrew Raczkowski, that a bill
i duced in Lansing that

Ma
Farmington Hills

H Vote for Massey

‘This year an exceptionally strong
candidate, Dr. Kenneth Massey, has
chosen to run for City Council.

His ncademic b 4
with his current experience in “Corpo-
rate America” should be considered
welcome additions to our local govern-
ment, Furthermore, Dr. Massoy repre-
sents a significant talont upgrade over
on incumbent like Cheryl Oliverio. We
would honor ourselves by electing him.

I sincerely hopa that many of my fel
low citizens will join with me and vote
Ken onto our City Council.

Christopher M. Cummins
Farmington Hills

W Special elections

On Sept. 25, Onkland County
Schools held s special election that
cost $260,000 of tho taxpayers money
to benefit specinl educational and
vocational achoola. The reaults of this
election which will increase ench resi-
dent's annual taxes $139 using
$200,000 as the average home price,
won by only a couple hundred votes in
I-‘qrmingwn and nbout 1,000 county

wide,

About 1 in 30 people I talked to both
before and after the election knew any-
thing about it. You should probably
feel mad that our county and city
achool officinls did not do their job to
make sure nll the citizens thia olection
affected were informed. T am inclined
ta believe that our school district
wanted it this way to assure the
approval of this millage increase.

A .

was niot to ba determined or
until after the closing.

Consequently, citizena accepted the
reaponsibility, for all time, of a seri-
ously contaminated property nt a price
of $4.56 million.

On top of that, $1.6 million is being
taken from the Parks and Recreation
millage to cap this landfill. I voted for

of Oakland County
Schools, said that having n “special®
clection like this one was very costly to
hold, and that they only had limited
funds to notify the public nffected. It
seema to me that those limited funds
were used to contact votera in the
county most likely to vote yes.
Farmington/Farmington Hills Dis.

has been
would prohibit apecial elections such
a8 the one on Sopt. 26 requiring all
issuea such as theae to be voted on bal-:
lots in June and November, I will per- ©
sonally do what I can to encourage our.
lawmekers to approve such legislation,:
so that all citizens are properly :
informed of their basic right to vote, -
On Sunday, Oct. 14, The Observer &
Eccentric papors posted a noticeofn .

- public hearing on increased property

taxes by the Board of Education of :
Qakland County Schools. It seems to -+
me they-are making a final attempt to ©
cover thomsolves on the iaaue of public.
notification aftor the fact. .
If all of this upsets you ag it does me
plonse make an attempt to attond this .
public hearing at 3:30 p.m. Tuecaday, .
Oct. 23 at Oakland Schools, 2100 Pon- -
tiac Lake Road, Waterford, MI 48328, -
Or contact the Board of Education and -
1ot them know that you feel that this
colection was not done in a proper man-;
ner, by writing them or phoning before:
the hearing date at {248) 209-2000.
Following the hearing, the Board of
Education will take action on the pro-
posed additional millage.
Amy Malaney.
Farmington Hills,

Share your opinlons .
We welcome letters to the editor.
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verification. We may edit for clarity,
space and content.
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