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Fam111ai‘1ty makeé Sahdtféﬁs on 5 améozy ch01ce for dlnlng

BY MIKE MURPHY
BPECIAL WRITER

Dining at Sandtraps on 5 is
akin to paying a visit to old
friends, oven if you don‘t know
thom yet.

. ‘Tho atmosphere is warm and

. cozy, light jozz and conversation
Tills the nir, and chof and restau-
rant owner George Subu and his
'son Johnny, who manages the
restaurant, tour tho tables rogu-
larly to make sure customera are
happy.

Happy customors are impor-
‘tant to the Subus, who opened
Sandtraps 10 months ago after
extonsively romodeling the loca-
tion, a plantation-style club-
house that overlooks Idyl Wyld
golf course on Five Mile.

. Tho remodeling has not only
been related to the reataurant’s
intorior. The Subus ara also
working on roversing the fortune
‘of the locatien, which has housed
a number of not-so-successful
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restaurants in tho past.
According to George Subu, the
rovorsnl of fortuno is well under-

way.

“I fool this way,” Subu said.
“This is Livonia's best kept
secret.”

Sandtraps is Subu's ﬁmt ven-

After chalking up all those
years of exporionce, the Subus
decided to strike out on their
awn.

“I worked all my life for some-
ono elso,” Subu said. “It was
time for me to put in some timo
for myself and my sons.”

In to corporate chain

ture into the
as an owner. Born in Yugoslavia
and of Rumanian descont, Subu
has worked in restauranta all of
his adult life.

He started cooking at a truck
stop before becoming an appren-
tice chef at the Chambertin in
Dearborn. He sharpened his tal-
ents as a chef at the Doarborn
Inn before he settled for 18 years
at Topper’s in Dearborn.

Johnny Subu was steeped in
the restaurant business at Top-
per’s, whero he started ns a bus-
boy at the age of 16 and became
a bartender. He was later hired
as restaurant manager at Ginop-
olis Parthenon in Plymouth
Township,

reatourants, Sandtrapa is truly o
famfly-operated restaurant
where homemado and fresh food
is sorved.

George, another of Subu’s
sona, worka in the kitchen, So
does Subu's mother, Vicki.

“Grandma makes all the bread
freah daily,” Subu said.

Soups arc also prepared daily,
and Sandtraps specializes in a
number of fresh seafood dishes,
which are mado available depen-
dent on the market.

Seafood specialtics on the
menu include marinated posto
salmon and planked whitcfish,
But Sandtraps is not an ordinary

fnmll,y restaurant, Jahnny Subu
said,

“What we strive for is to
become one of tha best,” he said.
“We want to become a now land-
mark in the city.”

Entrees at Sandtraps cover o
broad apectrum.

Monu items such as stoaks

and chops, chicken and veal,’

seafood, sandwiches and vego-
tarian stir fry dishes vie for the
diner's attention, as does a
healthy selection of daily lunch
and

evening spocinla.

Tho restaurant's descrt menu
includes Snicker's pie, tiramisu,
Now Yaork cheese cake, appla pic
ala mode cnd o homemade rice
pudding, which served warm and
with cinnamon on top is worth
saving reom for.

“We have a different type of
menu than most people do,” said
Johnny Subu, who recommends
that customers try the almend-

crusted pickernl when its avail-
able. “We pay attention to
detall”
On a recent Friday, specials
included the pickerel, all-you-

‘can-eat fish & chips, primo rib of

boef ond a flavorful chicken
Toaca topped with Alfredo sauce.

In keoping with Friday tradi-
tions, the Subus served up a
zeaty Manhattan clam chowder,
chockfull of clams and rich in
spices.

According to Subu, the near-
full dining room was made up of
a mixture of customers, some
who made their way to tho new
restaurant aftor getting to know
Subu in Dearborn,

Others were from the Livonia
area but tho smiling chef greeted
them as if they were old friends
just the same,

Livonians Gary Dixon and
Ruth Olsen snid they make it a
point to dine at Sandtraps at
lecaat once a week. Olsen
described the reataurant like it
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Sandtraps on §
Where: 36780 Five Milo Road, ]
Livonia, (734)464-66656
Open: 4-11 p.m. Mondnys; ll

a.m.-11 p.m. Tuesday through
Fdduy, noon-11 p.m. Snturday
140, with banquet l’ncll--

idu l'nr up to 200
Menu: A wide variety, with]
lunch entrées ranging from]
$4.95 to $10, dinner entrees
rnngu from .$8.95 to $14.t0]

$23.
cndw Accepta all major crede
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was a personal treasure, but on
she was more than willing t
share.
Dixon warned against leaving
without trying the calamari,
*“Wo love the food and we coms
here every Friday night,” Olsca
sajd. *“Wo wouldn't go nnywhex%
clge, They're just like family.”
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“That's fight! On Sanday December 16th, we're giving away a GRAND NEW HOUSE at MGM Grand Detroie Casinel
From now until December 14¢h, come into MGM Grand Detroit Casino every Monday thru Friday and pick up your entry
forms. Thon, just come to MGM Grand Detroir Casino every Sunday to enter your forms in the big ™We're Giving Away the House™
conest drnt. You coukd be the lucky winner of a new hiome jicst & timse for dhe holidaye. only at MGM Grand Detroit Casino!

* Must be 21 o participate. Mues be proacnt to wirs. See MGM Direccors Club for deualk.

EVERY SUNDAY!

Well be giving away $5,000 o five lucky winnen

Giving Away

$25,000

in Cash

EVERY SUNDAY...including
Su.ndny, December 16th,

when we're giving away the bouse.
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choice from the selection
above. Additional free
ornaments may be earned
with each $35 spent.

$a|- merchandise included.

Salection may
ba substinted.

Every $35.00 merchandlse purchase i
earns a free ornament of your

‘quantities fast. Omaments may
nnu,bcwhhdnvmnwxlm

HOLIDAY COLLECTION
The finest quality Christmas and Holiday
Ornaments from all over the world!

‘i

lllll Illh il

W e,

- - f
" Tree ‘
To -

ppers

nnmm-
v

beautiful Lake Orion with 18 shops and a unique family atmosphere. The Castle R
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King’s Court Castle Restaurani

King's Court Castle Restaurant is located at historic Olde World Canterbury Village in

Olde World Canterbury Village
2369 Joslyn Court
Lake Orion, Michigan 48360

(248) 391-5700

Open 361 Days a Year *
*Cloned Christmas, New Years, Easter and Thanksgiving Day
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Oide World 9
(Canterbury Village

JOSLYN RD.

113
EXIT &3 NORTH

Artificial

‘TREES

Wreaths & Garland

ke 50%
OFF!

WALDONRD. §

Take 1-75,
to Exit #83,°
North,
Located just
3 miles north
of Great
Lakes
Crossing on

=]
M U LAPEER RD.

Isideally

Joslyn road,

sulted for all social occaslons! Complete banquet facilities are avatlable.

www.canterburyvillage.com

For more information, call N
248-391-5780 www.aldridgesalwayschristmas.com
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