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Don’t forgét local need

Late last month, a group of Farming-
ton Hills firefighters led by organizer
Jim Etzin raised thousands of dollars for
victims of the Sopt. 11 terrorist tragedies
by walking from the Ambassador Bridge
in Detroit to the Brooklyn Bridge in New
York,

As thoy passed a firefighter's helmet
through hundreds ai: I‘gng miles, urguttiz-

march from Detroit to New York City,
they demonstrated solidarity with their
brothers and sisters who gave so much —
many, even their lives — in rescuo offorts.

Wo alao appreciate the Farmington
Hills/Farmington Family Foundation’s
decision to go ahead with the Cornucopia
Ball. This may not bo the party anyone
oxpected, but it doos make a strong

ty's

- ers here were to put

t about our on-

another fund-raiser for local charities,
vl.me they weren't even sure they ought to
have,

After Sept. 11, the idea of holding the
Cornucopia Ball, a formal social event
that includes a lavish dinner and danc.
ing, scemed somehow out of place. While
these two charity events may seem light
years opart, they symbalize the chal-
lenge faced by everyone who makes char-
itable contributions.

Locat charities don't want to put them-
selves in competition with fund-raising
efforts designed to help victims of the
most deadly terrorist attack on American
goil. But they still have to take care of an
increasing number of men, women and
children affected by the econamic
impaets of that event.

The more than $500 million donated to
the American Red Cross alone provides
ample evidence we have all given gener-
ously. In the weeks following tho terror-
ist attacks, New York City faced an
avalanche of donated goods and so many
volunteers, some were turned back.

Has the need disappeared? Of course
not. It will take billions of dollars and
countless compassionate acts to restore
what was destroyed and bring some sem-

, blance of peace into the lives of sur-

--vivors.

1. We applaud the ingenuity and efforts

..of Farmington Hills firefighters, and
especially Etzin, in being part of that
eoffort with the Bridge to Bridge walk, By
putting their hearts into this week-long

going needa,

The foundation provides-$125,000 of
vital fi jal to aft hool
youth programs, as well as support for
Farmington Families in Action
B.A.B.E.S. nlcohol education program,
Generations Responding to Issues &
Problems porent-student seminar, the
Multiracial/Multicultural Committee
Council and YMCA for summer camp
scholarships.

In a time of cconomic downturn and
uncertainty, these programs will be
needed more than ever. The Salvation
Army will need more bell ringors to raise
funde that help familics heat their
homes and put food on the table. The
Goodfellows will need more help wrap-
ping Chriatmas gifts and delivering bas-
kets to local folks who probably wouldn't
have much of a holiday season without
them.

Local residents should be proud of the
way they reached out to help those in
need at Ground Zero. But the world is
full of Ground Zeros, and local charities
face that fact every day. While the vari-
ous Sept. 11 funds are doing their best to
care for victims of tho terrorist attacks,
local charities face the constant chal-
lenge of caring for the second wave of vie-
tims, those hit by economic hard times,

In this time of national crisis, as we
watch the secemingly endiess pain hun-
dreds of miles away, let's not forget tho
needs of brothers and sisters in our own
backyards,

Our council, mayoral picks

Bates deserves re-election
It isn't often that residents have as
cleatly defined a political choice aa the
one for Farmington Hills mayor. Incum-
bent Moyor Nancy Bates and first-time
-mayoral candidate Ron Oliverio have
.been on opposite aides of the univerao so
" long, somcone ought to establish a Romu-
“lan Neutral Zone between them.
We endorse Bates' bid for re-election to
* her final term. During Bates’ tenure, city
officials have faced some tough issues.
While there have been tense moments,
sho haos gencrally shown 8 cnpnaity for
pati Il and i
She conducts a dignificd formal meet-
ing, with a civility thot's vital to the busi-
ness of good government, Anyone who
feels she's part of a council that speaks
with one voice ought to sit through a
study scasion, meetings open to the pub-
lic but off-camera, where discussions are
often strident but, again, reapectful,
Bates has proven herself a gracious
:and well-spoken ambassador for her city,
+and her reputation of invalvement on the
‘.national level gives F i Hills a
better shot at getting the ear of our state
and federal representatives.

Ellis, Grant, Oliverio and Bruce
would serve City well

In virtually any clection, incumbents
have a distinct advantage. They've got
track records, o sense of history and
established relationships that make
doing business a little easier.

The race for Farmington Hills City
Council is no exception. Jerry Ellis, Jon
Grant and Cheryl Oliverio have a solid
“record of service to the community that

we'll never know. We have to trust that
those sevon people, whose lives are
always in the public eye, are intelligent
enough to know elected officinls who play
fast and loose invariably get caught,

And we're convinced the bined

BLEAH! WHY DIDN'T You
SAY You WERE RAKING 0P

LADY 8u6es!

M Time for change

We have called Farmington Hills
home for our family and our business
for six years. During that time we
have had many occasiona to attend
council meetings and interact with the
polico, firc, build h

states that challenger for Farmington
Hills offico of mayor Ron Oliverio says
tho right things about issues and com-
mittees that runs government and
that the paper likes his ideas,

But because he points out the faults
of his opponent Nancy Bates, the
i bent mayor, thet’s negative cam-

zoning,
departments, ote. In our opinion, it's
time for change.
During the past year my fnmi1¥ has

taken the time to

paigning and that the paper can't
endorse him for doing so?

Hey, isn't that what polities ia
about? Candid, inting out what

with most of the new candidates for
mayor and city council of Farmington
Hilla. These dividual

the other has or has not done and
what they can do that’s better? All for
the enligt t of Lhe voters? So

will provide our city with n fresh and
cnergetic now perspective.

With Ron Oliverio as mayor, we can
be assured of true statesmanship and
undaunted perseverance in the fair
pursuit of oxpanded community ser-

_vicea with fiscal responsibility. . .. .

With Ken Ma:nsey as r;nundlpemun.

they know what's going on?

Now as of yet I don't have a choice in
this race, but the convoluted logic the
Obagerver uses to disparage Ron Olive-
rio is making me take notice.

To me, being mayor is rot just about
being civil and dignified as the Observ-

‘er den:ribeu_ann'becnusc.bolng 80

we can e
with impressive analytical skills and a
thorough understanding of the wide
range of matters that our community
must denl with.

With Randy Bruce as councilperson,
we can look for continued professional-
jsm and compassion for citizens and
their full range of concerns as he steps
up from Chairman of the Zoning Board
of Appeals.

With Jess Elson es councilperson,

experience Oliverio, Grant and Ellis
bring to the table are well worth trust-
ing. They provide a continuity vital to
two of the largest and most fragile picces
of this city’s development puzzle: 11
Pines and the 14 Mile/Northwestern/
Orchard Lake “Triangle” project.

Elis a good und .
ing of the community and a confidence in
the citizens of Farmington Hills, His 30
years of experience in negotiations have
proved invaluable in getting this city the
best possible deal in the Triangle, and he
always provides a cogent narrative to
explain his toughest decisions.

Chery} Oliverio is very approachablo
and in study sessions often comoes up

g 4

wo can be certain of the diversified
qualities that a ful local busi-
ness owner brings to the table 2s well
aa a heartfelt concern for the variety of
issucs that every citizen faces.

On Nov. 6, lot's change the way our
local government treata our citizens
and business owners,

Mark and Jean Gordanier and
family
Farmingion Hills

MW Candidate solutions

Several problems have been identi-
fied in regards to programs and devel-
opments in Farmington Hills, Here are

with htful )
and suggestions, even though she can bo
relatively quict at council i

the iona 1 would propose as
mayor:
ding the Youth Program, let's

Grant says this is probably his last
term. He almost didn’t rin and scems
the loast involved among the three
incumbents. His 12 years of experience
provide a sense of history that keeps
everyonc on track. We appreciate hie
decision to spend one moro term follow-
ing through on 11 Pines and the Trian-
gle, because we know it isn't ensy to sub-
ject one's self to harsh criticism for doing
the job as best you can.

However, 12 years is a long time. We
recognize citizens are looking for fresh
voices, and they couldn't find one better

have an independent audit done of
how many kids use it, and fund it
accordingly. This would save a lot of
money and restore tho credibility of a
good program that aids parents work-
ing outside the home.

Regarding controversiol jssues such
as Eleven Pines, o citizona advisory
committeé composed of two-thirds
local resid and one-third resid
at large should be formed to advise
council and concerns which they may
be unaware and get more residents
invalved,

of ethics, rein-

than that of Randy Bruce, chai of

the Zoning Board of Appeals.
. Br:.lqe gets our vote becauso he favors

:includes the first real prog mado in
“the 14 Mile/Northweatorn corridor in
‘decades, the establishment of a tough,
legally defensible cellular phone tower
ordinance and a community in which
only about & percent of residents are dis-
satisfied with their quality of life (DMG-
Maxi Citywida M: Study,

2001),

We have no rescrvations about endors-
ing them for the three open countil scats,
and here's why:

We haven't scen any renl evidenca that
council members have been “closed” to
the people they serve. We read tho city's
newsletter, we visit the city's Web site

‘and we have repreaentatives at council
:m;etingu and study scssiona, That's our
-job,

If there is collusion in “executive ses-

sions,” which aren't open to the public,

of 11 Pines that will provide
a return on the city’s $10 million invest-
ment.

He's also looking for answers to tho
Xkinds of questions that have bothered cit-
izens all along, regarding price and pro-
cess in acquiring the 82-acre property.

Bruce also demonstrated corking ini.
tintive in doveloping a Web site that
detaile Zoning Board of Appeals agendns
and activities, after council members
turned down his request to televise meet-
ings. He's shown a willingnesa to work
“outside the box™ for samething in which
he believes strongly - informing citizens.

‘Wo hope no matter what the outcome
of thia election, those who aren't succeas.
ful will remain active and involved, and
those who are elected will sce to it their
inmécst in public service won't go unno-
ticed.

stato the ethics committee, Whereas
council's action should be above
reproach, they would have nothing to
fear from & group of citizens looking
over their shoulder,

Regarding citizen anger ot not. being
helped or listened to by City Hall,
appoint an ombudsman as o liaisan
botween residents and city govern-
ment, who would help cut through the
red tape and represent residents, as it
canbei dating and overwhelmi
dealing with city government at timea,
Hot isaucs have been children’s safety
at bus atops, traffic, tax assessments

among others.
Ron Oliverio
candidate for mayor

H Can't see It

The Observer's editorinl Oct. 18

can hido shor des an
the lack of really doing something
other than being a prominent person.

1 urge voters to pay close attention
to what's going on in the race end to
not make their choice based on person-
ality alone but on hard facts and
issues. The fact your taxces are used
demands that.

For the Observer to dismiss the
Eleven Pines issue by saying what's
dono ie done is somewhat shortsighted.
To me what that land is used for is
moot. What bugs me is that it has been
said that it was once a landfill, or part
of it was. There have been countless
landfills that people thought were safo
that all of a sudden start to emit toxic
things that were dumped in them flle-
gally without common knowledge.
Could that be a risk here? Who knowa?

Woe don’t want the EPA telling us wo
have to spend X amount of dollars to
clean it up, do we? Did the city bail
someone out?

Tom Murphy
Farmington Hills

W Who Is Ron Oliverio?

Okay, this is the final strawl Who is
this Ron Oliverio guy running for
mayor? Who lowers our property
taxes? We ought to thank God for our
high property taxes. It means our
property is worth a lot, right? .

Improve public safoty...What is that?
Just because our neighbors in Livonia
have a record of boing one of the safest
communities in the country and we
dan't, so what? Wo havo a higher tax
rate than Livonia.

And who needs an ombudsman

. mayor to help citizens with problems?

I happen to like being told how to live
and what to do by the city and we all
should be thankful for that. Who needs
more parka? All that does is tako our
kids out from in front of the TV where
they belong and promote overpopula-
tion of birds and squirrels,

Who needs ethics, especially in local
government? If Oliverio thinks our city
government isn’t good enough, maybe
ha should just move to a different com-
munity. Who likes do-gooders anyway?

Kenneth Remp
Farmington Hills

8 Supports Ollverio

In my humble opinicn, Ron Oliveric
is the better candidate for mayor of
Farmington Hills,

Ho ia right in saying city govern.
ment works in too much secrecy. To be
sure, soma of the subject mntter dis-
cussed by city council in sensitive and
needs to be treated discreotly. But

being discreet doea not mean hiding it
from the public, !
Oliverio brings to the table intellect
and honesty with a sincere desire to ,
serve and inform in an even-handed
manner all citizens in the community.
One thing I have noticed under pre:
sent and previous Hills government is
the disturbing manner in which citizen
complaints about uncthical and illegal
behaviors of police officers are han- *
dled. If our police officers mishehave,
the complaining citizen is never .
informed of any nogative findings or of

. any actions taken to reprimand or

punish the offending officer. This doea
not bode well for citizens, We have our
own little police state going here. X
1t js my opinion Oliverio has the for-
titude, intellect, desire and ability to '
lead Farmington Hills with a new * *
senso of integrity in leadership. :
* Joan Smith
Farmington Hills

M Councll not cllqulshf

Candidate Ron Oliverio says the pro-
sent mayor and council are “cliquish -
and not open enough to the public,”
they “have not been up front,” they've
been “deceptive,” "they are united like
a crystal” (whatover that means) and;
so forth. .

1 want to point out that in assisting
us with various issues in our neighbol-
hood, we have found the council to be;
totally up front, open, non-deceptive,
100-percant cooperative and very help-
ful - particularly Mayor Nancy Bates.
The neighborhoods where I live are |
‘solidly behind her. H

Obviously Oliverio is talking univer-
sally popular themes when ho men- !
tions “creating more parks,” and .
according to his campaign folders, |
“cutting taxes.” He overlooks that wo;
presently have nbout 500 acres of pub-
lic parks, including Heritage, a 211- N
acre pristine, foreated jowaol that is the
envy of pur neighboring citics. He
ignores tho fact that ... almost all open
Iand with park potentlal is gone. Even
if it were available, how do you creaté
parks when you cut taxes? .

Starting out by blasting everyonein .
sight, then presenting questionable ;
campaign goals (dog parks?), we are -
left to consider whether Oliverio has .
any real knowledge of this city or its |
government. 1 particularly think Oliv.
erio should bo embarrassed, regretful
and ashamed of himsolf for his cheap’
shot at Mayor Nancy Bates, “She's gdt
the Queen Complex.” (Again, whateve!
that means,)  ° R

Fred Welsh
Farmingion Hills

Share your opinlons
We welcome letters to the editor. Please
Include your full name, address and phore
number for varification. We may edit for;
clarity, space and content. M

Mall: .

Letters to the Editor ’ :
Farmington Ohsarver M
33411 Qrand River M

Farmington, M) 48338
E-Mall; [rubred@oe,hamecomm.net
Fax: 2484779722
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