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Devote more than a day trip to visiting the Thumb area

BY THE THREE OL' BAGS
BPECIAL WRITERS

May wao suggest Michigan's
Thumb area for an interesting
road trip this fall?

Whon the Three O1' Bags
decided to tour the Thumb, we
chose to wing it; fly by the scat of
our pants; moscy upward to our
deatination in Port Austin, stop-
ping at whatever struck our
fancy along the way. Frankly, we
weren't oxpecting too much.

Boy, were.we wrong, Our two- .
day jaunt waa full of surprises. '

Sharon Hegwood, photogra-
pher and driver for Three O1'
Bags, hended northeast on US
29. “Follow tho shoreline,” was
the plan. We gave her permission
to atop and go at will. We decided
to board the auto ferry to
Harsen’s Island.

“That was the weirdest feeling
I've over had,” snid Linda Spark-
man, editor for Three O1' Bags.
“My stomach leapt to my throat
and stayed there until I was con-
vinced it was just a nico, safe lit-
tle ferry ride.”

We spont on enjoyable morn-
ing exploring the island, mecting
interesting people wha live there,
and experiencing & littlo of the
“island lifo.” .

Beautifil homes with spectacu-
lar views along the St. Clair
River drew our attention as we
“oohed” and “anhhed™ our way
along tho road leading to shops
on tho island. A former fire ata-
tion turned antique store, an old
hardware store, a gift shop and a
volunteer library peaked our
interest, We enjoyed a leisurely
and delicious lunch while wa
watched huge barges, and sporty
speedbonts head south along the
St. Clair River.

About mid-aft we made

Where is it?

The Blue Water Arca starts in

Algonac and follows the constlina
up through Marine City, St.
Clair, Marysville and Port
Huron. Watching ships, scuba
diving, sailing, jet skiing and
swimming aro some of the wator
gports visitors and residents of
those shoreline communitios
enjoy,
According to Vacationland
2001, an official guide for tho
Blue Water Area, Southenstorn
Michigan has the beat walloya
fishing in the stato.

Port Sanilac js home to a work-
ing lighthouse, one of the
Thumb's many lighthouses that
still guide sailors while providing
picturcsque scenes.

Qur next stop was Port Huron,
the boyhood home of Thomas
Edison,

‘While in Port Huron, the Three
Ol' Bags decided to tour the
Huron Lightship Museum, locat-
ed just south of the Bluo Water
Bridge, which is the only interna-
tional crossing jointly owned by
Michigan and Ontario, and a
spectacular aight itself.

Qur lightship guide gave many
interesting facts about lightships
used by the U.S. Coast Guard in
a bygone era. The Huron Light~
ship served filty years in places
where the water was too deep to
build o traditionsl lighthouse.
The bright light atép her mast,
and loud fog hora, helped guide
barges along the Great Lakes.

As determined as wo wore to
be spontancous on this trip, we
did call ahead for overnight
accommodations at Breakers-On-
The-Bay beach resort, located
just west of Port Austin. So, we
had to pull ourselves away from
b iful Port Huron and contin-

it back to the ferry and continued
our journey around the Thumb,

ue north,
We also regret the necessity of

hurrying past the Huren City
Musoum, where a view of how
people in the ares lived 100 years
ago is preserved. The museum
looked like o miniature Green-
field Village from the road as we
drave by.

We nlao passed by Harbor
Boach, noted as “the world's
largost man-made fresh wator
harbor” in The Thumb Traveler.

Necessary rest

‘Wa arrived at Breakors a little
tired from our day of exploring.
After sottling into our room and
resting a short time, wo enjoyed
an excellent dinner in tho Break-
erg' fine-dining room, with a gor-
geous view of the sunset over the
bny. It was the perfect ending to
a wonderful day.

Tho next morning after a com-
plimentary continental break-
fast,, we apoke with Diane Ruth,
ownor of Bronkers, and former
Bloomfield Hills resident.

About threo years ago, Ruth
bought the former Castaways
Motel and renovated the rooms
and restaurant. “It was a lot of
hard work, but worth all the
effort,” Ruth sald. “Winter time

- is beautiful up here,” she added.

Lato in the morning of day two
wo headed back to the road, and
around the tip of the Thumb,
until we spotted & “Horseback
Riding Here” sign, just west of
Breakera-On-The-Bay, on M26,

Plénty to keep you busy .
In h

Only five minutes away from
Port Austin is Grindstone City,
another point of interest.

The general store is just one of
cight historic buildings in which
you can experience a taste of the
past. Grindstone City was n
buatling town that produced
grindstones from 1836 to 1938.
According to Judy Marion, who
heads tho Historical Society
there, Grindstone City was.the
world's largest producer of grind-
stones. In addition, grindstones
made there were the highest
quality ever made, and were sent
all over the world. “Bob Talbert,
formerly with the Detroit Free
Pross, used to call this area
Michigan's best kept secret,” said
Marion,

Our next stop was in Caseville,
a picture-book little fishing town
called, “the perch capitol of
Michigan,” in The Thumb Travel-
er. In Caseville, we discovered a
gold mine of Cat Who books at
Cnseville Books (6600 Main
Street). The popular murder-
mystery books, are written by

Lilian Jockson Braun, who used’

to own a vacation home in
Caaoville, where she worked on
her early Cat Who books.

On the way down the thumb's
west side, the highway goes
inland and a quiect scenic lands
acapo helped us wind down. Wo
had our pictures taken while sit-
ting on Ronald McDonald's tnp in
Sebowaing, bought the biggest
blucberrics we've cver scen at a

ddition to back rid-
ing, Port Austin has many family
attractions, including a half-milo
boardwalk where you can enjoy a
leisurcly atroll, or fish off the
pier. Nearby state parks are
clean, and beaches are plentiful.
Camping, charter fishing, and
golfing are some of the many
other activities for families to
enjoy.

dside stand outside Decker,

and saw the city of Ubly, host to
racing fons around the state.

What we thought was going to
be a aubdued country drive
around the thumb turned into a
variety of travel experiences and
we can't wait to go back.

If you're in Scbewaing, and you
sce Ronald McDonald, tell him
Three OV Bogy said Hi.
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Rate sweet rate.

Call toll-free 1-800-538-18)2 or visit us at www.huntinglon.com

With a Huntington Adjustable Rate Mortgage, there’s simply never been a better time to buy or
refinance, It's easy. Call your local Huntington Mortgage Sales Representative at 1-800-538-1812,
stop by your local Huntington banking office or visit www.huntington.com.

¥ Huntington

Mortgage Company

What to do, where to go In the Thumb

Upcoﬁllng events In the Thumb area and other helpful Informa:
tlon on the Web.

W 'www.tour-michigan.com
* R www.Huronlady.com

M www,BreakersOnTheBay.com s

B www.bluewater.org
* Coll the'Huron City Museums - (B77) 428-4123; and Knoblock
Riding Stable {call ahesd for hayrides) days (517) 738-7228
ovenings'(517) B74-4253.

Upcoming Fall Events: Nov. 12, 20 - Christmas decorating con-
test, Marine Clty, and Nov, 30, Dec. 2 - Festlval of Trees, Port
Huron

“One of the most accomplished
the

young classical organists in
world at this timel!”

Cameron Carpenter ——

Matropolitan Methodist Church g z
18000 Woodward,Detroit, Ml 48202 comeroncampontar.com

Friday, November 9, 7:30 pm

Tickets: $10 adv-$15.00 door 248-435-8957 Info

Crazy Al's Song

Unscramble the answer to the
question, then listen Monday to
Crazy’ Al's Radio Party at 8:00
AM. to identify the backwards
record, 1f you are correct you
win a great prize!

Listen to Crazy Al's Radio Party
WPON 1460 AM

Mon.-Fri. 6:00 AM, - 9:00 AM.
& 2:00 PM.-4 PM.

Call 248-332-1460 e iy .
1. Freddie Scotts big hit went to =10 in August of 1963.
¢y ligr

Scramble

. 3 b
Crazy Al's Radio Parly
Truly the greatost rack and roll show you'vo ever heard!
LISTENTO RARE ROCK AND ROLL ON

WPON Radio Oldies 1460 AM

Otdles You Just Bon't Haar Any Place Etset
Crazy Al's Radio Party Mon.-Fri.6-9 a.m., altarnoons 2-4 p.m.
*= ° LISTEN ON THE WEB www.wpon.com
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