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Candidates ask the questions

BY KEVIN BROWN
STAYY WRITER
kbrown@oe.homecomm.nct

Mnyor Nancy Bates and chal-
lenger Ron Oliverio got to ques-
tion each other at the lnst public
condidate forum Wednesday at
Farmington Hills City Hall,

Bates again responded to
charges from Oliverio that city
council i# unresponsive to citi-
zens.

“We have strong community
involvement. There are over 200
citizens sitting on boards and
commissions and special com-
mittees,” Bates said. “I believe a

* majority of the citizens enjoy our
upenness and availability.”
. Oliverio naked Bates why she
said $19,000 in public money is
spent on the Farmington Hills
Aren Youth & Family Services
program, when *in reality it's
aver $200,000."
Buwa‘.‘ a |ulrnng backer of the
£1, d

ERS

that an average of $19,000 has
been contributed annually from
the Hills genera) fund budget.
Other funding sources include
the porks and recreation mil.
lage, which provides $100,000,
and the City of Farmington,
Oliverio said he supports the
. program, but called for an audit
. to show actual participation,

then fund it appropriately.

Bates asked Oliverio how
many times he's voluntecred for
the Boys and Girls Republic, an
activity listed on his campaign
literature. Oliverio reaponded
that he was available as an on-
call tutor, but was not called.

While Bates said council has
not raised taxes for six years,
Oliverio countered that increns-
e in home value assessments,
in effect, boost taxes paid by res-
idents.

Saying “The first job of gov-
ernment is security and safety of
residents,” Oliverio said he
would work with federal officinla
to get “stores of antibiotics
against anthrax if our city
becomes infected.”

While the mayor presented a
list of endoracments that
includes Oakland County politi-
cians and the Hills city council,
Oliverio described many as
“political big shots who don’t live
in this community.”

He cnlled for creating an cffico
of ombudsman for residents, and
for more quickly meeting resi-
dents’ requests for information,
rather than forcing them to file
a request under the Freedom of
Information Act.
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Incumbent Council members
Mary Bush, 48, a Realtor,
Arnold Campbell, 51, a manag-
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for Ford Motor Company, and
Jim Mitchell, 60, vice president
legal counsel for Lifetime Doors
Inc., are running for re-clection
in an uncontested race, The top
two vote-getters will get four
year terms, the third candidate
will get o two-ycar term.

Bush is finishing cight years
on council. Campbell has served
since 1986 with two years off.
Mitchell has been a councilman
since 1995.

Poll relocation

Voters in both Precincts 2 and
8 now cast their ballots nt the
Farmington Training Center,
33000 Thomas Street, just north
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Hills incumbents, challengers debate

kbrown@oe.homecomm.net

Farmington Hills city council
candidates touted progress
under their watch, while chal-

what they found most frustrat-
ing, incumbent Councilman Jon
Grant said it was the perception
that council isn’t responsive to
citizens.

. “We're very, very tough on

fengers made a case for inj
new blood into the body politic

day at city hall, in their

of Grand River. 23
T h e
polling [
location for B ‘Using the
Precinct 2 Farmington
was '-e_rln- Training
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movaed
frn?n the dwo:iked :0“
10 Mile during prior
Communi- , BY KEVIN BROWN
ty School elactions. BTAFF WRITER
building ta Pats
the Farm. Canirell
ington —City Clerk
Training e————————
Center for
the last
two elections b of con-
struction at 10 Mile School.

“Farmington Public Schools
has advised the city that cur-
rent use of the 10 Mile School
building no longer permits
using the building as a polling
place but that the Farmington
Training Center would.be avail-
able for this use for both
Precincts 2 and 6, said Farm.
ington City Clerk Patsy
Cantrell, “Using the Farming-
ton Training Center as a polling
location for both Precincts 2 and
6 worked well during prior elec-
tions and, in my opinion, is
actually a better location for
Precinct 2.7

‘Thoe polls ore open from 7 a.m.
to 8 p.m,

Wednesday, Novermber 14
Livonla

Collectors’ Luncheon
1to2 pm

In the Community Room
Umited seating: RSVP to
{734) 591-7698, ext. 4287,
by November 12,

Omament Signing
4107 pm
In Trim A Home

. Christopher Radko's
name is world-known

for beautifully crafted
ornaments, We Invite you
for a rara opportunity

to meet this extraordinary
designer, who wilt

be happy to sign one

of your Radko purchases
made during the event,
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third and final forum.

Challenger Dr. Ken Massey
criticized the current council for
saving all debate for study ses-
siona, While open to the public,
study sessions are not televised
or ns widely publicized as regu-
Iar counci! meetings.

“There is a perceived lack of
fighting with developers,”
Massey added. “City council has
said, ‘We'll get sued.’ The city
council needs to be the residents’
advocate.”

The forum, to be aired on local
eable TV, was sponsored by the
Fermington Hills Council of
Homeowners Associations.

When candidates were asked

8 in this
Grant said. But he warned that
if the 65-to-35 percent residen-
tial versus busi /e ial

as o slate for the threc available
seatsa on council Nov., 6,

“I do think development has to
be more consistent with sur.
rounding residents,” said chal-
lenger Dr. Randy Bruce, chair-
man of the zoning board of
appeals. Bruce said his back-
ground on the board taught him

ratio were changed to 75-25, the
residential taxes would rise to
maintain services.

“We continue to fight with
developers to reduce density in
land use projects,” said incum-
bent Jerry Ellis, He cited coun-
cil's record of not raising taxcs,
and said council kept a promise
when it bought land for a golf
course expansion.

Ellis said a consulting firm
that reviewed city services “said
Farmington Hills is a model city
government to be emulated by
others.”

Ellis, Grant and Councilwom-
an Cheryl Oliverio are running

how city g works.
Bruce called for greater public
exposure of city government,
including area council meetings
around the city and monthly
televised interviews with the

press.
~ Challenger Jess Elson talked

about his experience as a busi-
ness owncr, as president of the
Michigan Promotional Products
Assaciation, and as vice presi:
dent of the Oakland Executives
Association: “It gives me confi-
dence to handle a seat on city
council.”

Elson nlso fosters puppies for
Pawa With a Cause and is a dog
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Announces

YOUR GIFT OF CHOICE

PARIS GETAWAYS
Choose your free gift
with any $21.50
Lancdme purchase.

Choose your colour collection,

Romantics or Sophisticatas, featuring:

Rouge Magnetic Unfailing
Weightless LipColour (full size},

Rouge Sensation Multi-Sensation

LipColour (tull stze)
and Compact of Colour:
Ombre Couture Mutti-Eftect
EyeColour Duo

and Blush Subtil Delicate
Oil-Free Powder Blush.

PLUS:

Définicils High Dafinition Mascara in Black,
Vingfit Complete Energizing Moisturizer SPF 15 Lotion,
Blush Brush and a Lancdma Signatura Cosmetic Case.

Bumninghen ¢ (M8 5448000
Rochever + (48 8619000

jacobsons.com

One por customor, whis quantiies last.

Receive a deluxe-size sample of Vitabolic Deep Radiance Booster
with your expert skin care consuftation!

Jacobsons

Uroria + (T30 $81.7606




