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Clnire Holloy
walks outside
her Greensboro,
N.C. home, tele-
phone in hand,
accompanicd by
Annig, her cager
black lab who
can't wait to
play catch. It's
that sort of sim-
. plicity that fil-
fors through the Missiasippi
native's gontle folk-pop sengs.

= On her sclf-titled Yep Roc
Hecorda debut, the songstreas
wanders through very American
territory a8 if on a roadtrip
through her post, taking snap-
shots of everyday lifo. It's evi-
dent in titles like Abilenc, Penn-
sylvania Totwn and Missisaippi.
Even up here iu the Great
Lakes, the trip sounds inviting.
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. Holley's music carries a strong

story-telling quality. *I'm one of
those people, I can't tell o story
while I'm . talking,” she
explained. “My husband is very
good at that... When I write
songs I go on what pleasca my
gar more than anything. Many of
them do end up like stories, I'm
kinda bnffled about that.”

< The CD, much of it written or
polished during a year she spent
in her grandmother's old house
in Mississippi, ie her third effort,
but

first te receive - the

wideapread national distribution
offered by Yep Roc, a label based
in Chapol Hill, N.C.

“I romember when I was a lit-
tle girl that would be one of my
favorite things to do, go and sing
with the class,” arid Holley.
Maybe it was the array of instru-
ments around the house when
sho was growing up — the auto-
harps, o favorite music box —~ or
that treasured Tchaikovaky
album she can still picturo,
whatever the reason music
comes naturally to her.

“I was all but forced to take
piano lessons,” Holley recalled.
But by the time she enrolled at
Wheaton College in Illinois, she
shifted focus to English litera-
ture. When an influential teach-
er urged her to keep o journal for
cInss, Holley made her first
attompt at writing qriginal
songs, While music had been a
part of her lifo aince childhood,
creating it for herself was some-
thing new. “I got into songwrit-
ing late,” she snid,

Holley echoes her surround-
ings in song, admitting she'a
inspired by “the heart and the
mind.” For her, writing ia an out-
let for emotion, And while her
own Jyrica nre the sort to stick in
your mind, she admits the
artists who truly inspirc her do
so purely with sound. Some
favorites range from Radichead,
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Complete Roast Turkey Dinner
includes all the trimmings, sulad,
cranberry sauce, dressing, whipped
potatoes, candicd yoms, gravy,
vegetables, hread, and pumpkin pie
for desseri!
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to Diana Kra)l, Lauryn Hill, Joni
Mitchell and Stovie Wonder.

These days, Holley's been writ-
ing more instrumentals and get-
ting & bit more personal with her
music. She's begun playing clec-
tric guitar at her solo shows and
feola it ndds o “nice dynamic.”
Whether its just Holley's gentle
voice and wistful guitar or the
full sound of a backing band,
familiar feclings coms shining
through.

Don’t miss Claire Holley's solo
performance 8 p.m. Sunday, Nov.
11, Trinity House Theatre, Livo-
g;z;]. Tickets $8-10, call (734) 464-

2.

Stephanie Angelyn Cusola
writes about popular music for
the Observer & Eccentric News-
papers, She can be reached at
(734} 953-2130 or e-mail at sea-
sala @oe. homecommn, net.

Simply put: Claire Holley
brings southern style and
honest songwriting to
Trinity House Theatre.
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Hollday Shop Hours
December 1-9, 2001

Mondey-Thursday 10am-8pm
Friday-8aturday 10am-5pm
Sunday 12-4pn

Make the BBAC Your
Shopp!ng Destination
for the Holldays!

umevnsoens 1616 South Cranbrook Road
= Bitmingham, Michigan 48009 .
48] 0868 www.bbartcentelorg

SPONSORED BY THE OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC NEWSPAPERS
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HoLIDAY COLLECTION
The finest quality Christmas and Holiday
Ornaments from all over the world!
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Every $35.00 merchandise purchase
earns a free ornament of your
cholce from the selection

above. Additional free

with cach $35 spent. ~
Sala merchandise Inctuded.
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King's Court Castle Resta
beautiful Lake Orion with 18 shops and a unique family atmosph

King’s Court Castle Restauran

urant s located at historic Olde World Canterbury Village in

The Castle R
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Snowflake Friends™
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Finail 4 Days!
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Buy tickets ot www.DisneyOnlce.com’
tiokatiustor Ticket Centers AR

including Fox Theater, Harmony House, and Marshall Field's;
Arena Box Office or cali 248) 645-6666 - ;

For Information (313) 983-6606
of vlsit www. DlsneyOnice.com

TICKET PRICES:
$14.00 - $18.00 - $20.00 - $35.00 vip
ing fecs may a0DlY; NG MYVICE Charge ot Areny

. . (service chanjes and hanch)
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Olde World Canterbury Village
2369 Joslyn Court
Lake Orion, Michigan 48360

(248) 391-5700

Open 361 Days a Year *

*Closcd Chistmas, New Years, Easier and Thankigiving Day
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Wreaths & Garland
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WALDONRD. | E North,
o < Located just
z 3 ]| 3 miles north
2 = of Great
§ THE Lakes
L2 PAIACEJ | Crossing on
EXIV £ NORTH Joslyn road.

suited for all soclal occasions! Complete banquet facilities are available.
- For more Information, call

248-391-5780

is ideally

www.canterburyvillage.com
wwwaldridgesalwayschristmas,com
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