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Mosque hosts open house Saturday

On Saturday, Nov, 10, the Muslim community in
Farmington Hills will hold ita first ever mosque
opon house, offering peoplo of other faiths an intro-

duction to Islamic culture,

Called “Discover Islam,” the event will featuro
displays of Islamic literature, handicrafts, clothing
ks as woll as samples of foods from around
o open house is deaigned to
help people of all faiths gain a better und d-

and
the Muslim world, Th:

aociety.

ing of the positive role Islam can play in American

Demographers say Islam ia tho fastest-growing

raligion around the world. There are 7 million

worldwide,

Tawheed Centel
west of Middlel

Muslims in the United States and 1.2 billion

The open house is from noon to 6 p.m. The
r‘ll af 29707 W. 10 Mile, one block

Answers to common questions on Islam

‘What (s a mosque?
A place of worship used by

pers face northeast. Prayer halls
are open and uncluttered to
dato lines of hi

Muslims. The English word
- que™  is A
derived from its ;
Arabic equiva.
lent  masjid
which means
place of prostra-
tion. It’s in the —

that Musli P
their prayers, a part of which
includes placing the forehead on
the floor. ~

How is n mosque used?

Mosques play a vital rolo in
the lives of Muslims, The prima-
ry function of the mosque is to
provide o place for Muslims to
perform Islam's obligatory five
daily prayers as a congregation.
A mosque also provides suffi-
cient space to hold prayer on Fri-
days, the Muslim day of commu-
nal prayer, and on the two Mus-
lim holidays, called Eids.

Is a mosque a holy place?

A mosque is o place that is
specifically dedicated as a place
«of prayer, There is nothing
sacred about the building or the
place itsclf. Thero is no equiva-
lent of an altar. A Muslim may
pray on any clean surface. Mua-
lima often pray in public places.

What are the distinctive
featurca? :

The musalla, or prayer hall, in
cach mosque is oriented in the
direction of Mecea, toward which
Muslims face during prayer. In
North Americn, Muslim worship-

pers who stand and bow in uni-
son. There are no pewa or chairs.
Members of the congregation sit
on the floor.

Because Muslim men and
women form separate lines when
they stand in proyers, some
moaques will have a balcony
reserved for the use of women.
Other will

and feet before prayers as a way
to purify and prepare themsclvea
to stand before God. Wudu facili-
ties range from wash basins to
specially designed arons with
built-in benches, floor drains and
faucets.

Calligraphy is used to decorate
nearly every mosque. Arabic
quotations from the Koran invite
contemplation of the Word of
God. Other features found in the
aro clocks or schedules

date men and women in the
same musalla, or they may have
two separatoe areas for men and

women.

What olso 18 in the prayer
area? .

All mosques have somo sort of
mihrab, or niche, that indicates
which wall of the mosque faces
Mecea, The mihrab is often deco-
rated with Arabic calligraphy.
Its curved shape helps reflect the
voice of the ymam, or prayer
lendor, back toward the congre-
gation. Many mosques also have
a minbar, or pulpit, to tho right
of the mihrab. During the Friday
prayer service, the imam deliv-
ers o sermon from the mihbar.

What about the rest of the
building?

Many mosques have a
minaret, the large tower uged to
issue the call to prayer five times
each day. In North America, the
minaret is largely decorative,
Facilities to perform wudy can
be found in all mosques. Mus-
lims wash their hands, faces,
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displaying the timea of the five
doily prayers and large ruge cov-
ering the floor. Many American
moaques also have administra-
tive offices.

Do Mosgues have special
rules?

Men and women should
always dress conservatively, cov-
ering their arms and legs. Shorts
for men and short skirts for
women would be inapproprinte.
Shoes are alwaya left at the
cntrance to tho prayer arca so a8
not to soil the rugs. Shelves are
usually provided to hold shocs.
Women may be asked to cover
their hair. Many mosquea have
scarves on hand for visitors to
borrow, but it is better to bring a
head covering in case none are
available.

Information provided by
Sohail Khan, a spokeaman for
the Tawheed Center in Farming-
ton Hills, which is holding its
first ever open house this Satur-
day. See the story above,
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Rate sweet rate.

With a Huntington Adjustable Rate Mortgage, theres simply never been a better time to buy or
refinance, 1t's easy. Call your local Huntington Mortgage Sales Representative at 1-800-538-1812,
stop by your local Huntington banking office or visit wiwww.huntington.com.

Call toll-free 1-800-538-1812 or visit us at www.huntington.com
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