PAUL BEAUDR

Don’t be down if
you did your best

You've got to get yaursclf together

You've got stuck in a moment

And now you can’t get out of it.

Don't say that later will be better

Now you're stuck in ¢ moment

And you can't get out of it.

U2 ~ Stuck In a Moment
You Can't Get Out Of

You see it in their faces. The angder,
the frustration, the fear, the sarrow.

‘They're young, you say. If this is
the worst problem they'll ever face,
then they'll be fine.

That said, it won’t tnke the ating
out of losing; of watching others
advance while they drop on their
knces in tears; of knowing that no
matter how hard they tried - all the
swent, all the houra of hard work —
suddenly means nothing.

They did their best and, still, some-
ane clse got to celebrate. And nothing
hurts worse than that feeling. .

You ean try to tell them things will
be fine; they won't always havo this
fecling of inodequacy, They Know it;
they realize it, But it won't make the
hurt stop hurting.

They'll equate losing to failure. And
they didn't fail; someone elee's best
was 1 little bit better.

Remember that this weekend if
your favorite team, your son,
boyfriend, nephew, brother happens
to lose, Tell them they did their best.

Everyone shares in the glory. You
feel nlone when you lose — even if you
didn't lose.

Why am I reminding you of this?

. Becnuse every once in a while, we
need to be remember the effort is for.

more important than the bottom line.
On the other hand, 1 could get to
like these playoff picks. Once again, I
was 6-0 for the week, bringing my
postseason total to 12-0,
Plymouth-Canton sports editor C.J.
Risak wns 4-2 and 9-3 overall, Farm-
ington's Dan O'Mearn 3-3 and 8-4 and
Livonia-Westland's Bradford Emons
~ who acquired a regular-scason title
just like the Seattle Mariners — 3-3

. and 7-5. Thia week? We'll sce.

FRIDAY GAME

Radford Calbollc Centrat (8-3) at Westtand
Jobn Glann (9-2}, 7 p.m.: Hmmm, have to think
about this for a while. t don't think Monroe coach
Rolph Cardueel's ontice post-defeat prodictlon
from Felday night wili come truo. Aftar his team’s
loss to John Glonn, Carduccl « first to his team,
then to three reportars — predicied a CC win over
the Rockets.

“(Glonn) was a torble football team,* Carducci
30id to his team gathered |n the south end rons.
*CC’s gonna como bock and run It straight up
thels (posterior ond).”

To reportecs o littlo bit Ister, Carducci - aver

* gracious In dofont - sald "Wa feal wa'ra the better

1eom, This team wiif lose to CC.*

1 wouldn't be that confident In that prediction,
ovon if £C holda & 3-1 advantage In playoft games
doting back ta 1988. | do know that it won't be
41:12 hke last yeor. A yesr ngo, Glenn was moro
ong-dimensional and CC had mors offensive
woopana. This year, the koy lics in defense and
which toam makas fewest mistakes. And that
toam will bo... PICKS: CC - Emons, O'Meara;
Glenn - Beaudry, Risak.

SATURDAY GAMES

Allen Park (6-1) at Harison (110), 1 p.ms i
Allen Park fans think they had a tough time In the
Mega Red, Just walt until thoy watch this one.
The Jogurs haven't beaten the Hawks In a playoft
goma over, sporting oo 0-4 racord. Chelsen lost
426 ta 1ho Howks Jast woek and they ora the
best teom Harriscn would face in the first three
sounds. Soginaw ogoinst Hanison next week, |
can’t walt. PICKS: Hamson - Beoudry, O'Moara,
Risak, Emons. )

Memion (8-2) ve, Borgess (10-1) &t Hemtramck
Keyworth Stadtum, 4 p.m.: It's boen & wonderful
tide. Theto Is no shame In losing to a team that
hos appeoted In tha state playotfs 17 timos and
hasn't missed tho playcfte since 1885, There's
going 10 be a huge crowd biacking Mondon ~ the
guess here Is 1,000-,200 will try 1o make the
tip. And there's no "home-fiek” advantage If you
only have 50 fans. ! would be nice to ses the
Spartans got  decent home crowd. Aftar the sea
s0n they'vo hod, thoy daserve It, But Mendon has
100 many horses for the rids o continue. PICKS:
Mendoa - Beaudry, Emons, O'Meara, fisak,

Clarencevifle (11-0) vs, Det. Crockett (16-1) st
Det. Redford, 7:30 p.m.: Nape, Not gonna hoppen
- at Jaast not this week. Sute, (t's lempling to
pick Crockelt In nn upset. It's notursl to eapect
1he Trojans to have 0 lotdown after beating Coun-
Aty Doy last waok - & game that had evryone in
attendance testing it was one of the greatest high
#chool games they'd evar wotched. Sl
Claroncovilie hos ovtscored Its opponents 51175
and the Rockets hold a 327-34 scoring odge on
thels foas. t stiit think then will ba no latdown
1his woek: on to the semia. PICNS: Clarencevilie
« Benudry, Emans, 0'Mesra, Risak.

(Deaudry Is tha RedlorsGarden Cily sports edi-
tor for the Observer, Ho can be toached at (734)
9532106 o pheovdry@os.homecomm.net.)
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Falcons earn chance at state title

BY DAN'O'MEARA
BTAF?

domosra@os.homecomm.not

For most of the firat half Wednesday
night, Farmington soccer players and
fans must have wondered if they were
witnessing a replay of Inst year's state
semifinal game.

Farmington reached the same point
in the tournament a year ago and out-
played Birmingham Groves only to lose
in overtime.

But the deja vu experience lasted
only so long this time, The Falcons ral-
lied from a 1-0 deficit and overcame
Petoskey in o gnme played at Linden
High School with a 3-2 victory.

“Last year was an advantage for us,”

Harrison nets
district crown
with 42-6 rout

By DAN O'MEARA
STAFP WIITER
domeara@oe.homecomm.net

Was it just another day at the office
for the undefeated and all-world Farm-
ington Harrison football team?

Neither conch John Herrington nor
his players, who are enjoying a fine
season, would characterize it that way,
but win No., 11 probably looked like it
to outside observers.

The Hawks mado-it appear easy aa
they clobbered Chelsea for the sccond
straight year Saturday in a Division 3
playoff game, 42-6, and won a district
tournament chnmpionship at Harrison.

] FOOTBALL

*“There's no shame in losing to Harri-
son,” Bulldogs coach Brad Bush gaid. *I
feel we're as good as anybody clse in
the state. We just can't play with Har.
rison, a8 (Westland) John Glenn, (Ply-
mouth) Canton and Walled Lake West-
ern found out.” .

The nationally-ranked Hawks, who

" earned thelir 33rd conaccutive victory,

scored on their firat three possessions
and had a 21-0 lead after one quarter.

Tailback Marcus Woods had touch-
down runs of 9 and 4 yards, quarter-
back Drew Stanton scored the second
TD on a 1-yard sneak and Mike Kloost-
erman kicked three extra points.

And that was the ballgame, although
Chelsea made it a little mora interest-
ing than a year ago when it lost to Har-
rigon, 50.6,

The Bulldogs ate up nearly half the
second quarter with a 14-play, 76-yard
TD drive that ended with Darl Bauer's
2-yard run, Danicl Ayorinde blocked
the PAT to make the score 21-6.

A key play was a fourth-and-5 con-
version from the Harrison 48. Jake
Freeman passced 25 yards to Kent
Reames to keep the drive going,

SOCCER

Farmington coach Luke Juncaj said.
“Most of the boys were on tho team last
year, and they didn't want to lose
again. They wanted a victory, and it
ahowsd in the way they pleayed
tonight.”

The Falcons (18-3-2) advance to the
state championship game for tho first
time to play Grand Rapids Christian
(18-4-1) in the Division 2 final 1:30
p.m. Saturday at Lowell High School.

“We're playing very well right now,”
Juncaj said, “If we play tho way we did
tonight, I think we're going to be OK

Saturday.

o RN
e,

“It's certninly going to be a great
game. A lot of people are excited about
this, and we're going to give it our best
effort.”

There was some doubt Wednesday
whether or not the Falcons would get
there,

Farmingten dictated the play and
had the ball near the Petoskey gonl for
most of the first half but was unable to

score.

Instead, the Northmen (18-5-2)
ended up with the first gonl when
Aaron Sunday converted a pennlty kick
with 4:41 leR in the half after Jimmy
Evans was fouled during a rare foray
into Falcon territory.

His players, instead of being shaken,
appeared to bo moro motivated.

“Tho boys kept going, and I knew it
was only a matter of time before we got
o goal,” Juncaj said. “We've been down
liko that other times, and we came
back pretty much every time.

“Before we gave up the penalty kick,
we had seven quality chances and a
few that we put over the top of the
gonl. We should have been up by that
time.

“We were down 1-0 and still kept
playing. I think the boys were OK with
that, In a game like this, it's casy to
give up a goal. Players are anxious and
trying a little too hard. I knew we

Juneaj however.

Run to daylight: Harrison’s Drew Stanton runs for a 37-yard gain

Saturday with blocking assistance from guard Pat Corcoran.

a small contribution from Zack Miller -
were 15-0f-24 through the air for 154
yards,

“We have to shore up tho pass
defense,” Herri said, "Allen Park

Chelsea’s effective passing was a
source of ion for Herri \
especially aince Harrison faces a good
passing team this week in Allen Park,
The Bulldogs - mostly Freeman with

Shamrocks best in state again,
earn 4th championship overall

BY PAUL BEAUDRY
BTAFP WRITER
pbeaudry@oc.homecomm.not

The mantra that Redford Catholic Central cross
country coach Tony Magni has preached to his
team all year was that a team is ns only good as

its fourth and fitth runners.

It turns out that on Snturday, CC's fourth and
fifth runners were good enough to lead the Sham-
rocks to their fourth state championship and first

since 1989,

STAFY I'OTO BY BAYAY KITCHILL

Team effort: That's what was required
for Catholic Central to win a state title.

has a good passing gnme, and I'm very
concerned about them throwing the
bal! all over the place.”

Harrison was throc-and-out on its

. CROSS COUNTRY

next posscasion, and Chelsen (10-1)
made another push ~ 31 yards in eight
plays to the Hawk 18. But Harrison's
Terrill Mayberry broke up n fourth-
down pnss to halt the threat.

“{ thought we competed; 1 really did,”
Bush said. *I'm proud of my guys.

— Plcnse scc HAWKS, D3
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Body slam: Harrison defenders
Agim Shabaj and Jake Ghan-
nam{4) bring a Chelsea player
back down to earth Saturday.

Hoawks clash
with Jaguars
in 3rd round

BY DAN O'MEARA
STAFF WRITER
domenra@oe.homecomm.net .

Allen Park hns had another fine foot-
ball reason, as is its tradition.

One might even argue the Jaguars
have overachieved by winning a share
of the Mega Conference Red Division
title in their first yenr at thot level.

Allen Pork faces o much bigger task
Saturday. The Jaguars (9-1) will try to
extend their season with what would
surely be n monumenta! vietory if they
can achieve it.

The opponent in a Division 3 regional
championship game will be nationally-
ranked Farmington Harrison (110},
considered by all to be the best team in
the state. Kickofl'is 1 p,m. at Harrison.

As far as tradition, the Hawks are
unmatched. They've won 11 state
championships and 33 consccutive
games, a streak that includes n 46-7
win over the Jaguars in lnst year's
playofTs.

*We're honored to be playing a team
like Harrison,” Allen Park coach Tom
Hoover said. “We just hope wecan bo a

Please sco PREVIEW, D3

(221) and Grand Ledgo (249).

here”

at the right time,

went out relaxed.”

“I knew we'd have two in the top 10 and that
Kyle Jekot would make the top 80," said Magni. *I
told the other four runiners on our team that two
of them would have to step up and they did.”

The Shamrocks won tho title with 186 points,
outdistancing Milford (205), Traverse City West

“It’s funny,” said Magni. “A lot of people have
come up and said, “You mean you haven't won in
12 years?' I know a lot of tenms would just like to

be t!

Ironically, this is not the Shamrocks’ best team.
In fact, Magni doesn’t think it's ns good ns last
year's squad, which placed four runners on the
all-state team and finished fourth overall. But,
there's a lat to be said for being in tho right place

*We pulled an upset,” snid Magni, "We came in
with six guys who weren’t in the finals Inst year
and five who woren'’s on varsity. [ told them we
had nothing to lose. We had no No. 1 runner. Thoy

John Krawice ~ the only member of the team to
run in the state finals last year and was 165th ~ -
didn't run until the fourth meet of the season.
David Lucas ran JV last year and emerged as the
best runner down tho strotch. Krawiee was fifth
overall and eeccond in tho team race; Lucas was

T Ploase sce CROSS COUNTRY, Di

Western Lakes swim finals

‘stroke Satu

‘Double winner: North Farmington senior

Lindsi McErlean won the IM and back-
rday in the Weatern Lakes .
-Activities Association meet. See results Db.

BYATY PROTO KT BRTAN MITCHORL




