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It’s important to get the facts;
misunderstandings dangerous

In under-
graduate
school
toyed with
the idea of
becoming a

SK THE
ETS

one of my
journaliam
profcssors to
the point
that she
offered me a
job writing a
column
explainin
medical information. I declined.
My focus remained unwavering
‘ from becoming a veterinarian,
and whoever heard of o yet with
. & newspaper column?
. Still, these classes taught me
. -8ome very important lessons.
. Make sure you have your facts
- correct before you publish.
. . Lately I'vo scen way too much

DR. BRAD DAVIS

) tion, both
and in rumor, that could end up
causing trouble.
In n syndicated column dis-
.. cussing vaccines, o vetorinarian
. wrote something that quickly
raised my ire. He called giving
an elderly cat vaccines “malprac-
. tice,” His tone almost seemed
‘angry, giving the impression that
Vn.clcanng animals bordered on
evil.
© 7 I rarely got through his col-
umn without rolling my eyes and
. laughing at his mistakes, but in
- this caso the misinformation
- could becoms dangerous.
* It seema every year, someone

tion that rattlesnakes generally
try to avoid people.

These roundupa “deplete rat-
tlesnake numbers in tho South.
west to the point they could
become endangered,” Honas anid.
This demages the American
Sauthwest eco-aystem.

‘The methods of capture can
defy logic. Participants will often
pour gasoline into the rat-
tlesnake dens, forcing them out,
where men wait to catch them,
Honas said.

He said this practico hurts not
just rattlosnokes, but other
anakes, frogs, rodents and any
other critters that might be
using the den, not to mention the
gasoline contaminating the
ground wuwr._‘lt may be wiser to

of

or working with affected animal
products.

I nm not qualified to apoak of
this discase in context of human
medicine, but I can talk about it
a8 one of the true bad boys in the
world health scene for animals,
and the people who work with
them.

Antibiotics can be used to treat
enthrax, but the best way to pre-
vent it comes with knowledge.
Ask your health care profession-
al, or check out d medi.

Write it down to control holiday stress

. Q¥ enjo;
+ the hall’-
days but
not the hol-
iday stress.
1 would
liko to get
everything
done and
still have
time to
onjoy the
season, Is it
ossible to

ave a
stress-free
holiday
season?

A: The holiday season can be
very stresaful because it costs us
money and time. Instead of
deleting activities and projects,
wo end u] nddin‘z Llhi_ng- to our

DOMESTIC
PLANNER

DIANA KOENIG

cal Web sites, not obscure rumor
factories, as the load of half-
truths we hear nowadays clouds
the facts, .

As I heard someone say at my
clinic, “I'm worried somecne’s
going to get a dust cropper and
start Jing Amtrak(”

oarn h ca
with tho anakea than to try to
climinate them,

Also, the curront world situa.
tion demands correct informa-
tion.

At o noews conforence, a
roporter asked the president
about the virus, anthrax,
Anthrax is not o virus, it is a
bacterium. If you are going to
ask the leader of the freo world a
serious question, you might actu-
ally want to know what you're
talking about.

Anthrax, a bacterial discase,
has pockets all over the world,
including the United States.
Spores form with oxygen expo-
sure, which then resist damage

Take Home Message: Knowl-
edge ia more important now than
it has ever been. Make sure you
got all tho facts before letting
misinformation hurt you. Check
multiple sources, snd ask
experts like your veterinarian or
physician.

Dr. Brad Davis is the medical
director for the VCA of Garden
City, 2085 Inkster Road, Garden
City, MI 48135, Feel free to write
him there with questions and
comments. He is also one of the
hosts of the nationally syndicated
radio show “Animal Talk.” Visit
the Web site ot www.Ani-
maltalkradio.com You can send
e-mail i or ts to

from ct ls or 0
extremes, People usually con-
tract the discase from consuming

. comes out with a now
 Tovelation nbout vaccines to
thange eve; ng for the bettor.

Studies done in a university
setting, away from real practice
conditions, get quoted out of con-
text, and receive too much
weight because they are new and
different.

*« Even this columnist couldn't
- debate the importance of getting
- puppies vaccinated to keep them

Ken thy, Rarely does a week go
by at my clinic without us being
trented to a parvovirus puppy.
:-~Lack of vaccines leaves these
pups vulnecrable to the disease.

So everyone should get every
vaccine? No. If you have ques-
tions, call your vet. Helping a
cliont feel comfortable about
doing the beat for their pet
makes a day worthwhile.

Somectimes misinformation
comes from within our psyche,
such as belioving rattlesnakea
are n scourge on society, and that
rattlesnake roundups help.

- Groups of men, uuuullg in
Texas, got together for these
roundups, olten as a city event
with beer companies as sponsors.
They collect the rattlesnnkes
from the surrounding areas,
decapitate and skin them, barbe-
cuo the meat and use their skins
for the manufncture of belts and
other souvenirs. .

Mark Honas, radio host and
exotic animal expert, says the
practice of clearing rattlesnakes
damages the environment much
more then it helps, not to men-

CoL

- BATHTUBS }i CERAMIC TILE

R%eair * Remodel » Reglaze
Nason' Okdest And

Don't Get Left In The Cold

“Oes Wesches Waken Ferancs Can Sase You Up T 40% On oo Blls”
A GAS
FURNACE UP
TO 80%
EFFICIENT
SAVE UPTO

40% ON YOUR

GAS BILLS

DrBrad@animaltalkradio.com

FREE
ESTIMATES
FINANCING
AVAILABLE

FﬁHNACE
CLEANING.
& SAFETY
CHECK
8 7 99!‘
W

Expiws 163101

(Acroan Home Depot)

905 ORCHARD LK. RD. AT TELEGRAPH
*SERVING OAKLAND QOUNTY SINCE 1968"

-~ Dynamic.

Every Sunday and Thursday. we bring you the
latest Information on what's for sale and what’s
avcilable in the job market.

Our classifieds are a
dynamic source for whatever you need!

Visit our

@bserver &5 Eccentric
HOMETOWN CLASSIFIEDS

Part of HomeTown Communications Network™

Qakland County — 248-644-1070
Wayne County -~ 734-691-0800
Rochester-Rocheaster Hilis — 248-852-3222
Ctarkston, Lake Orion, Oxford — 248-475-4596

wid, )
et

com

L ly busy

A written plan will help con-
trol holiday stress. With a writ-
ten plan you can control your
time and J;o money you spend,

Make a list of the projects you
need to complete before the end
of December. Your list may
includo the following:

@ Christmas Cards Bought

M Christmas Cards Written,

and Sent
B Christmaa Gift Sh

your target amount for each
item, which is what you plan on
spending. In the second column,
enter in the actual amount.
Make aure your houschold bud-
get can support your target
amount.

Examples of items aro gifts,
cards, postage, wrapping sup-
plies, house/tree decorations,
entertainment decorations, and
food (parties, holiday events).
Include any other special jtems
you may have,

Make a holiday gift list that
includes the person’s name, the
gift, if the gift was bought, and if
the gift was wrapped.

Finally, write a holiday card
list. Make o table to keep track
of all the holiday cards you have
sent and received.

Your columns should include
name, addreas, sent, and
reccived. Create several columns
for sent and received. If someone
hasn't responded to you in sever-
al years, you may choose to
delete him from your list,

Make sure you stare your Holi-
dny decorations efficiently. Use
containers that fit in your stor-
age space. Be willing to purge
inatead of things into

List Written
W Your Personal Gift List/Wish
List Written
M Holiday Baking Completed
]Iwgnlidny Decorating Com-

plef

® Holiday Activities Scheduled

8 Wrapping Supplies Bought

W Gifts Bought

W Gifts Wrapped

W Holiday Party Planned

M Party Invitations Seat

Make a check mark by each
item once completed.

Create z holiday budget work-
sheet to help you plan your
expenaes for the holiday season.
Use the first column to enter
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limited space, Don't fill each con-

tainer to capacity. Loave room
for new decorations you may
acquire,

A perfect example is your
clothes closet. Instead of remov-
ing clothing you don't wear, you
decide to buy more hangers.
Eventunlly clothes will be 8o
stuffed into the closet, items will
wrinkle and be difficult to
accesa, Likewise your decora-
tions will get broken and lost if
you cram too many into a con-
tainer.

Buy each child his own orna-
ment organizer containcr. Each
year they can store their special
ornaments in the container.
‘When they are grown and have a.
home of their own, you can send
the container filled with orna-
ments with them to decorate
their first tree.

Today's refrigerator bul.
letin: “Plan ahead #o you can .
enjoy the holiday season!”

Diana Koenig is a writer, edu-
cator, spcaker and consultant.
Send your questions and success
stories to: Diona Koenig, P.O. Box
1702, Manchester, MO 63011, e-
mail dianakoenig@hotmail.com
Visit www.domesticplanner.com

W]

29522 Lictle Mack, Roweville, MI 43066
Visit our website ai www jjroafing.com

FREE ESTIMATES .
We are authorized and certified by both GAF and Certaineed.
“This enables us to offer the country's strongest warranty.
98 out of 100 contractors cannof offer this warranty!

J&J

Licen

Call us now for your

You've trusted J&J Roofing with your roofing needs for 14 years,
free estimaic on sif.:_ing‘ trim and gutters or
g jon of wind )

to schedule your fr

N AUALNMO LAY AN e 0 O LLAALLAN ) LAY 3

1-800-459-6455 or 1-810-445-643

S50

SAVE AN EXTRA 8%* FOR CASH

.or

" We Will Pay Your 6% Sales Tax!

* Pennsylvania
House

* Thomasvilie

* Harden

* Charleston Forge

* Bob Timberiske

+Richols & Stone

+Dinaire

« King Hickory
«Laxington
*Hooker

< Restonic

* Hekman

« Sligh

* Hitchcock

« Kimball Home
+ Canal Dover

» Jasper Cabinet
* Supstior

<1.M. David

» Buller

*Lane

« Bradington-Young
« Conover

« Howard Miller

SALE ENDS NOV. 17th

CLASSIC

TR, Farrr 9:30-6:00
TuW, 8......9:30-5:30
Sunday. 15

INTERIORS
FURNITURE

20292 Middlebelt, Livonia (S. of 8 Mile) Livonia » (248) 474-6900
are off s Ratal Prices

« All privious ssles exciuded = Ofter nol valid In
*Selected Thomasvide

with anyother
& Laxington (tems may nol quasfy for 8%.




