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Support youth program

During the Farmington Hills mayoral

ign, a number of ions wore
raised about the after-school youth pro-
gram offered through the City of Farm-
ington Hills' Division of Special Services.
After making site visits, challenger
Ron Oliverio charged pjnrticipnlion wos
Yanlins: Tucting an

the program was cffective in reducing
juvenile crime.

We consider the latter a political “red
herring,” used by ndvecates to promote
tho program and by opponcnta to argue
its worth. Neither argument has much
merit, since an after-school recreation
program simply can't be measured in
phjective terms.

We don't ask whether youth aporta
programs reduce criminal behavior or
drug use, but we know that getting kids
involved in sports boosts self-eatcem and
builds character. An after-school pro-
gram helps protect kids from the dangers
of being home alone or out on the atreets.

The only important question to be
asked ia whether the majority of vesi-
dents in Farmington and Farmington
Hills feel it's important to maintain
after-school and summer programs for
kids, It appears they do.

Local residents voluntarily support
this effort, in a big way. Most of the pro-
gram's $270,000 budget comes from o
voter-approved millage and the Farming-
ton Hill&/Farmington Community Foun-
dation, which collects funds through the
Cornucopia Bell, an annual telethon, cor-
porate and individual donations.

Are these dollara being used wisely?

‘Fhe program ia open nbout 220 days dur-
ing the school year and summer, scrving
around 200 children per day, based on
what we've seen, Using modern math, we
come up with a cost of $1,200 for cach
day of operation, or six bucks a kid, alto-
gether,

Hills taxpayers who are concerned
ghould know their *involuntary” contri-
bution from the general fund is about
$20,000 a yoar — or about 45 cents per

1, .

And we don’t think either of those fig-
ures seems unreasonable,

For all the table thumping that's gone
on over this subject, no one has ever pro-
vided documented evidence thnt after
scheol youth programs are a bad invest-
ment or poorly managed.

When you wade through all of the
innuendo and speculntion, all of the alle-
gations and defenses, you find a group of
kids who would much rather hang out
with friends than at home alone, You
find parents who appreciate having a
safo place to send their children. And you
find 0 hard-working bunch of volunteers
who spend hours raising funds for a pro-
gram that likely wouldn't exist without
them,

This isn't some “New Deal” social pro-
gram, run by the government. It's the
combined effort of citizens and elected
officials in two communities to address
the needs of families in a society that vir-
tually mandntes both parents work to
make ends meet.

Until all those people stop believing in
it, we lend the after-school program our
unconditional support.

Time to get back to work

Now that the dust has settled on
another election, s time to sit back and
take stock of what's really gone an over
the past few months.

Incumbents Jerry Ellis, Jon Grant and
Cheryl Oliverio, re-clected by Farming-
ton Hills voters, ran as cohesive unit,
‘They supported one another, held a joint
fund-raiser and pooled their reaources.
Councilman Barry Brickner served as
their treasurer.

Some charged collusion or nefarious
conspiracy. Same suggested the three
couldn’t think for themscelves, because
they were part of o “group.”

But if these council members really
believe what they've snid during the
campaign ~ that they work well together
and believe in their ability to accomplish
good things for the city - why would they
campaign any other way?

Re-clection to office by fairly wide mar-
gins, along with the overwhelmingly pos-
itivo results from a recent city survey,
lead us to believe the majority of resi-
denta approve of what this council is
doing. But there's more to governing
than popularity, as these folks are most
certainly aware,

Mayoral challenger Ron Oliverio’s
picking up more than 3,000 votes is an

indication that a fairly large bloc of resi-
dents have serious concerns. Oliverio
campaigned on a laundry list of com-
plaints, from council “scerecy” to mis-
dealings.ns regards the 11 Pines/San
Marino golf course project,

The incumbents spent a great deal of
time enumernting the ways they're open
to residents. But if people don’t agreo
with the decisions they're making, all the
information in the world isn't going to
make them feel informed.

We renew our suggestion council look
into finding some way to provide a lini-
son with folks who feel their voices
haven't been heard, just one person or a
committee, with the iden of providing
answers, creative solutions or simply an
independent, in-depth look at the coun-
cil's decisions.

This is a time to wrap up old business
and launch the community toward adult-
hood. In the coming term, we believe the
voters' confidence was rightly placed
with incumbents. However, we urge any
regident who has ever considered a run
for public affice to take a serious fook at
what tho Hills will nced next time
around. But until that campaign season
begine, it’s time for everyone to roll up
their sleeves and get back to work.

Folks need help here, too

Following the tragic events of Sept, 11,
Américans responded with an outpouring
of gencrosity. The American Red Cross,
the Salvation Army and numerous spe-
cially dedicated funds have received mil-
lions of dollars in contributions to nid the
victims of that tragic day. In addition,
many people found time to donate their
skills in New York's massive cleanup

efforta.

‘While all of this is commendable, many
local charities nre reminding us that they
have immedinte needs much closer to
home. Those needs could become much
grenter in the months ahead as the ccon-
omy continues to weaken and companies
find it necessary to lay off their employ-
ees.-In the last month, unemployment
figures hnd the biggest one-month spike
in more than 30 years.

Just as the country was reeling from
the terrorist attacks, the United Way
was launching its annual Torch Drive
eampnign on Sept. 17, The campaign
ends Nov, 15 with a goal of $75 million.
As of Friday, the United Way reported it
hnd raised pledges for nearly $21 million,
They have a long way to go and many
needs to fill in their support of 130 Jocal
health and human service agencies.

The declining economy may increase

* the need for food, shelter, clothing and

counseling in the metro Detroit area. In
addition, should we face problems from o
terroriat attack, many United Way ngen-
cies would be involved in providing emer-
gency nssistance.

United Way reports that last year it
allocated $3.9 million to the local Ameri-
can Red Cross and nlmost $4.1 million to
the local chapter of the Salvation Army,
two agencics heavily involved in the
recent rescue and relief eiforts.

Those charities and others have obliga-
tions here as well.

Karen Guerreso, oflice manager of the
local Salvation Army, said in a recent
HomeTown Life story, “I want to say that
we appreciate all the donations made to
New York through the Salvation Army,
but don't forget our own community.
We'll need help here, too, There are a lot
of now cascs this year, Many people live
paycheck to check. Getting laid off puts
them over the cdge.”

The United Wny says that for every
dollar contributed, 91 cents goes dircctly
to help those in need, leaving approxi-
mately 8.8 cents to cover fund-raising
and administrative costs. This moncy
nssists more than 1.4 million residents in
Wayne; Oakland and Macomb counties,
or about onc in three residents.

‘While some may find it difficult to give
a8 much this year, any help that can be
given the United Way, the Red Cross, the
Salvation Army, the Goodfellows and
other charities will help those even less
fortunate,

The next few months will be difficult
times for nll of us and whatever we can
do will help smooth the rocky road
ahead, :
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M Arafat

Yasser Arafat hns practiced terror-
ism against Israel all of his life.

Ho sided with Iraq in tho Persian
Gulf War, The U.S. sponsored his
takeover of the Gaza Strip in 1894,
and it is now a torrorist base. Mrs,
Clinton hugged Mrs. Arafat after anti-
Semitic remarks.

President Bush secks this man's
help in the war on terrorism, Arafat is
an expert — ho wrote the book on sky-
jacking and suicide bombing.

Hank Borgman
Farmington

W Thanks for exhibit

I would like to thank Nancy
Coumoundouros, the Cultural Arts
Coordinator for allowing me to enter
art work in the Farmington/Farming:
ton Hills Multiracial/Mult{cultural art
exhibit. This coincided with the true
Spirit of America program on the
egonda at the time of the attacks on
our great Nation,

This program was z tribute to our
country and all our brave victims of
the disaster, It also honored the thou-
sands of volunteers aiding in rescue
cfforts, blood donors, and financial aid
collectors.

A most stirring moment was the
swearing-in ceremony of new citizens
of the United States. This'shows the
true spirit here and thadwonderful mix

1t an <onnliti

of
now all Americans,

My artistry was on a wall surround-
ed by two huge American flags, on
each side. I couldn't beliove this: Per
haps the {lag carriers just put down
the two flags because there was room
for them there. [ was impressed, even
if' it was accidental, I had photos taken
of this and am quite proud of the
results, as a memento of the whole
oxhibit.

1 am most honored and grateful to
have been a part of this project.

Cars, trucks, and other motor vehi-
cles are well appreciated creations but
not when horribly loud traffic noise
from the continuous passage of speed-
ing vehicles, intrudes into the peace
and enjoyment of our homes.

This is historic preservation in
Michigan?

Joan Barber
Northville

H One God

While I am delighted to sce the
country turning to God in this time of
crisis, when I see Christians and Mus-
lims joining in prayer together I won-
der to who or what they are praying.

There is one God and one way to sal-
vation, this is not my opinion, thia is
what God has sald, Whilo it may seem
kind and loving in the name of toler-
ance to blend beliefs, it is neither lov-
ing nor kind to allow peoplo embracing
this world vision to perish in Hell.

The Christian Ged is one God, made
up of three pergons; Father, Son and
Holy Spirit-the Trinity. The Christian
God is active in the lives of belfovers,
He is not an impersonal entity, but a
loving Father reaching out to his
beloved children, He does not want
aven one to perish, wo are all precious

Him. '

The Bible is saupreme over any other
roligious writings. Just some of the
ways this is demonstrated is in its his-
torical relinbility; no archacological
find has ever run contrary to biblical
teachings.

Christianity is unique in that we do
not follow the teachings of a dead
prophet, but God Hi'mla_lf. Cbﬁsti::ns

nities to nlso show their suppart and
love for this country na they greeted us
all nlong the route with cheers, hugs
and many tears, His cfforts resulted in
endless memories and a once in g life-
time opportunity for me and 10 other
fire fighters to experience a fecling of
unity that is extremely rare.

‘There is no doubt that without Jim
this evont would not have been sucha
great success. On behalf of all the ded-
icated participants, thank you.

Bruce Belsky, Inspecior!
Paramedic, Farmington Hills
Fire Department

M Rescue thanks

The night of Sunday, Oct. 21, my;
stepfather collapsed and went into.¢a
dinc arrest at my house, I edminit
tered CPR as my son dialed 811~

‘The Farmington Hilla EMS and Fire
Rescue ware at my home in less than
nine minutes, and came equipped with
o eardiac unit and soveral rescue per-
‘sonnel. My stopfather was rushed to
Botaford Hoapital in critical condition
from a heart blockage. .

The care, speed and efficiency of
these men saved my stepfather’s life.
On behalf of my family and I, we -
thank the Farmington Hills Fire Res-
cue Team which has onco again saved
a person’s life. They are the greatest.

.Ron Oliverio
Farmington Hills

M Likes letters

1 thoroughly enjoy reading Hnn!( :
’s letters which you publish

do not carn their
works, it is a gift, the price of which
was paid in full by Christ. One need
only sincerely oak forgivenesa and put
their faith in Christ alone to claim this
gift and obtain accoptance into God's
kingdom, .

Unity in America is important in
these uncertain times. And I will glad-

Leon I, Schoichi¢ ly stand side-by-sido with my Muslim
Farmington Hills hbors in the fight against terror.

M 1-275 questions

Now, while a special procedure, to
lessen freeway noise, i8 being done to
the nowly reconstructed pavement of
the 1.275/98 interstate from 10 Mile
Road (Farmington Hills) to the Jeffries
Freeway (Livonin), I want to offer
again some questions and comments: *

In Michigan, how really well aro
longtime m‘nidenﬂ‘nl arens boing

However, make no mistake, we do not
worship the same God. My prayer is
that someday we will.
Carol J. Lucas
Farmington Hills

H Walk thanks

I would liko to take this opp

each and every week. Apparently, you
like them as well, L

1 have a recommendation: give him
his own column, He clearly hasan:!
opinion on everything, and it seoms.
like you want to give him tho space. So
why not formalize the relationship
with a weekly spat all hisown, °

In keeping with the tone and theme
of his on-going lotters, here are some
suggested column titles: “I'm an old
guy and everything on earth annoya
me.” Or, “I can find something nega-
tive to eny on any subject.” Qr,
“There's a dark side to overy silver-:.
lined cloud.” Or, “Even if you don't..-
want it, here’s my opinion.” U

You got the idea. His weekly nasty
tirades on all subjects would be a focal
polnt,whn::vnr wo renders need n dose

to extond my thonks and gratitudo to
Jim Etzin, a fire fighter/paramedic
\lzith the Farmington Hille Fire

q from the
extremely loud, highway traffic noise?

How really well do the so-called
noise walls or barriers lower the traffic
noise for residential ereas along heavi-
ly-used, eight-lano (or more) wide,
interstate freewnys throughout the
United States, especially since motor
vehicle speed limits on such roads
have been raised again to (at least) 70
miles per hour, as in Michigan?

What kinda and sizes of wall or bar-
rier materinls and/or types of construc-
tion are moat préferred for highway
noiso reduction purposes? What kinds
and sizes of such walls or barriers
have been proven te be the most affec-
tive for the deadening or containing of
such noise as mentioned?

‘What studies, comparitons, and/or
ovaluations of actual noise walls or
barriera are now available or have
been available in the last 26-30 yearh?

‘What has happened to the oxistonce
and effectivencss of the federal Noiso
Control Act of 1972?

For those in the community that
have not heard of tho Bridge to Bridge
Side by Side walk, allow mo to give a
short history. Jim thought of an activi-
ty othor than fund-raising to attempt
to lift the spirits of the FDNY and Now
York City Polico ns well as fire, law

fi and rescue 11
across the span of fiva states.

He thought by organizing a 740-milo
walk from tho Ambassador Bridge in
Dotroit to the Brooklyn Bridge in Man-
hattan he could demonstrate the unity

ofa attitude to

bring us back to reality, sl

Charles Paul
Farmingion

Share your opinions .
Wao welcome letters to the editor, Pleasa
Include your full name, address and phone
number for verification. We may edit for
clarity, space and content, !

Mall:
Latters to the Editor

and support that all these
share for our fallen brothers and sis-
ters as well as tho survivors of the
‘World Trade Conter disaater.

The walk took nine days with walk-
ers and runners traveling non-stop 24
hours a day. The ovent was a greater
success than could have been imag-
ined with hundreds of professionals
participating along the route.

Jim provided an outlet for countless
more civilians in the traveled commu-
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