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Marlins win another league title, prepare for state meet

Farmington Hills Mercy won
its 11th consecutive Catholic
League girls swimming and div-
ing championship Saturday at
Royal Ouk Dondero High School,

It was the 36th overall for tho
Marlins, who started their
streak of successes in the 19608
with only one interruption along
the way,

‘The only year Mercy didn’t win
the league title was 1980, Birm-
ingham Marian won it that year,
and the Marian coach waa Jim
Downs, who is now the Mercy

conch, . .
The Marlins won this yoar's
hampi ip an hool
meot by 116 points over the
Mustangs, 507-391.

“Tho thing I'm impressed with
is the one thing I was concern:
about at the beginning of the
year, and that was depth,”
Downs said.

“I was worried about where we
were going to get the points wo
had last year., We started to
work on that from Day One, and
now we've got kids coming out of
the woodwork.” .

Morcy won both freestyle
relays and was second in the
medley, The Marlins had four
individual winners ~ Katic Bene-
dict in the 200 freestyle, Katie
Benedict, butterfly; Caitlin
Kelly, 100 freestyle; and Kristin
Loridas, 500 freestyle.

But it was the other girls who
have made great strides and
don't always get the accolades
about whom Downs wanted to

talk, .

Carrie Roble, Emily Gariepy,
Jackic Smith, Sarah Schuchardt,
Fran Murphy, Becen Hallin and
Rochelle Hughes are much
improved since last year and
over the course of this season,

“That whole group was ques-
tionable at the beginning of the
year,” Downs said. “They really
filled up the events and began to
show what they could do as carly
as the county mect.

he kids worked really hard
and accomplished a lot to make
us a well-rounded team.”

Mercy would like to repent laat
year's fourth-place finish in the
Class A championship mect Sat-
urday at Ounkland University.
The Marlins won the state title

a SWIMMING

in 1998 and wero second in 1999,
The top four teams receive tro-
phies,

“We're trying to acore in the
top four,” Downs sanid. “I sco
(Ann Arbor) Pioncer walking
way with it, and Grand Haven is
o solid second. Grosse Pointe
North will probably bo third,
Then it's up for grabs between
two or three teams for fourth
place.”

Mercy is entered 'in all three
rolays and will swim the same
teams a8 it did at the league
meet with the exception of 400
freestyle in which Kelly will
team with Loridns, Naglick and
Benedict,

“We're haping to make top-six
in all the relays, because that's
where the money i8,” Downs
anid.

Loridas qualified in the most
events (five} and will swim the
200 and 500 freestyle. Fivo oth-
ors also are in two ovents —
Benedict, 200 and 100 freec;
Naglick, fly and back; Elizabeth
Garlow, IM and breast; Annette
Merchant, IM and 600 free; and
Page, fly and back. Elena
Milewski will swim the breast-
stroke, Garicpy -and Jackie
Smith the fly and Kelly the 100
freestyle (as well as threo
relays). .

“We didn't put our speed suits
on for (the league meet),” Downs
aaid. “We weren't tapered for
that. We had a whole week to go.
Wo wore double suits. It was just
like a dual mect for them.”

The Marlins should do well
but are a longshot to have any
individual winners, according to
Downs.

“Phey know what'’s out there,”
he said, “But they also know you
don't know what's going to hap-
pen until you see the program.
There are so many good Bwim-
mers who have multiple
options.”

North Farmington senior
Lindsi McErlean should do well
alter a disappointing junior ycar.

A broken arm caused her to
miss most of last season and pre-
vented her from swimming her

Falcons from page D1

Westra stopped a shot by

Farmington's Matt Konopinski
midway in the first half, and
Eric Gaughan and Nate Meyer
had near-misses after that,
* But the Falcons’ best opportu-
nity occurred with 44 scconds
remaining in the first half when
Joc Ruaso sent the ball toward
the gonl and rushed forward to
get the rebound. Westra covered
the ball at the corner of the gont
before Russo could finish the
play, however.

“In the first half, I thought we
hagd tho better chances,” Juncaj
said. “If (Russo) had acored, it
probably would have been a dif-
ferent geme.

. *I thought it was anybody's
game (at halftime), I knew they
didn't score that many goals, and
we hadn't scored many agninst
good teama,”

The only goal was scored at
37:28 in the second half when
Sieplinga lifted a shot from 26
yards that hit the crossbar and
rocketed down into the Farming.
ton net.

“Any time you score the first
goal in a big game, it's a huge
peychological lift,” Klansen said.
“At the start, the kids are ques-
tioning whether they belong
here, even if they act differently.
The first goal is a huge advan-
tage.”

“That was a great shot; the
goanlie had no chance on that
play,” Junenj said, “Our center
midfield didn't come back in
time, and their player was wide
open; ho had a real good shot.”

Farmington's best chance in_

the second half cnme at 13:43
when Matt Okopny crossed to
Meyer in front, but Meyer's

header went aver the top.

The Falcons were frustrated
offensively, finding it difficult to
build an attack and impossible
to keep possession long enough
to penetrate the inner circle of
the Engles’ defense.

Christian played a regular 4-3-
3 alignment, but it appeared it
had five and sometimes six play-
ers in a row defensively.

“Wg play four in back, but we
ask our halfbacks to do a lot of
running,” Klaosen said. “Thot's
one reason we sub a lot. If they
don’t run back on defense, they
don't play.

“Wa do a lot of reading in back;
wo try to absorb speed and inter-
cept the pass, and it worked
today. We ask the weakside hialf-
back to come back deep, so some-
times it looks like we're playing
five deep.”

Christian managed to shut
down Konopinski, who has good
foot skills to go with speed and
was Farmington's leading scorer
this year.

“We henrd he was a good play-
er, but we were more concerned
about staying in our set,”
Klnasen said. “If we do that,
those things will take care of
themselvea.”

The Falcons went a game far-
ther in the tournament this year,
and Juncaj hopes 2002 will be
the year they finally win the
state championship.

“It was a great season, getting
to the atate final,” he said. “Mak-
ing it herc was a great accom-
plishment,

“Hopefully, next year will be
the year we win it. We'll have
nine starters back, so wo should
have a solid squad.”
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ing conferences along with the
rost of the district’s athlotic
teama. Birmingham United is
part of the Onkinnd Activitics
Association, which the Farming-
ton schools will join next senson.
Harris thinka this year's squad
will improve upon last year'a
record. His nasistant coaches are
Mark Vellueei nnd Jay Johnson.
“We not only have talent,”
Harris said, *but a lot of charnc-
ter a8 well. I'm quite certain the
chemistry of this team is going to
mold together,
v *I'm quite certnin 'hccuum of

the apeed and talent of our for-
wards, We're going to score a lot
of gonls, which is going to win a
Jot of games for us.”

Spending a lot of time in the
opposition’s end will give Farm-
ington’s young defense a chance
to come nround.

*I have some concern about
our defense,” Harris said, “and
dofense ia what wins champi-
onshipa. If we can get them to
dovelop at a rapid pace, we
should do quite well,”

The measuring stick comes out
tonight.

beat events at state ~ the IM and
backstroke, She was fifth in
those events two years ago.
McErlean swam the 100 free ang
breaststroke Inst year but didn't
score, She qualified in six events
this year but is expected to swim
the IM and back again.

- The Raiders nlso are sending
their medley and 400 free reloys
teams to state, as well as Sarah
Paske in the 200 free, Valencia
Smith in the fly and Emily
Howard in the 100 free.

CATHOLIC LEAGUE SWIM MEET
Nav. 10 #t Roysl Oak Dondars
dings: 1. Fasmington Hilly
Mercy, 507; 2. Dimingham Marisa, 393: 3.
Ponttac Notre Dame Prop, 148; 4, Harper
Wonds Reglns, 101; 5. Livonln Lndywood,
79; 6. Royal Osk Shrlne, 76; 7. Madlaon
Holghts ishop Foloy, 47.
MERCY RESULTS DY EVENT

200 mediey relay: 2. Meicy (Eloiso Page,
Elizabath Garlow, Kstlo Naglick, Caitiin
Hofly), 1:52.38.

200 freestyle: 1. Katlo Donedict, 1:58.72;
4. Poge, 2:04.85: 5. Jocklo Waynaguito,
2:05.04: 6. Molra Cronin, 2:05.83,

200 Indlvidus) madiey: 3. Gorlow,
2:15.30; 4, Jacklo Smilh, 2:19.43; 5. Decca
Hellln, 2:20.75; 7. Annette Morchant,

Hatris Bisthing Center.

Big Enough
to bring you a world
of medical resources...

Small enough to take care of you personally.
Kim McColl isn't just a mom ~ she’s alwo a nurse at Huron Valley-Sinai
Hospitak. $o she wasn't really surprised by the friendly, qualified care she
received when she liad her baby at the hospital’s Merde and Shirley

1t's the satne level af care provided to every patient at Huron

Valley-Sinai Huspital, We use a personalized, compassionate
approach to deliver specialized health care services far a broad

range of

—adepth of cap

disgnostic, medical, sungical and rehabilitation services
make us an invaluable health care resource, and we
welcome applications from health care professionals

who share our friendly tseatment philosophy.
@
dHe
Huron Valiey-Sinai Hospital
Dtrot Mecical Contae/ Wayre State Uvmwrity
1 William Carls Drive « Commerce, M1 48382-2201
hvsh.on

Phone: 248.937.3300 « www.

* Miles Ahead. Minutes Away.”

and expertise not

typically found in a community hospital. Qur extensive
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. Kelly, 25.44; 4. Corrlo

sty
Roble, 25.80;
‘Sarah Schucharat, 20.15.

Blving: 4. Amandn Dasling, 7. Afln
Haspulls, O. Krista Milowskl, 10, Becky But

let.

100 buttarfty: 1. Nagiick, 1:01.13; 2.
Smith, 1:05.76: 3, Emlly Garlopy, 1:02.52; 6.
5.32.

1. Kally, 54.97; 2. Bane-
Schucharat, §6.63; 7.
59.30.

1. Loridas, 5:18.0
Merchant, 5 H
.64; exhidition: Cofleen

5. Lostio Banas, 5:.
Coon, 5:37,16.
200 treestyl:

o telsy: 1. Meicy (Gnclow,

@enedict, Loridos, Kelly}, 1:40.02, leaguo
rocord; old record: 1:40.43 by Marian in

25.77; 1. 2000,

100 backstroke: 2. Cronin, 1:03.53; 3.
,86; 4, Naglick, 1:04.52; 5. Fran

yl y: 1. Mercy (Loridos,
Poge, Kaglick, Bonedicy), 3:44.70.
MON-MERCY EVENT WIKNERS
200 madiey telay: Mailan, 3:51.02; 200
B0

Juckle Bablch (HWR), 410.4
Thompson (OM), 1:02.58; brematstroke:
Samantho Ashby (PNDP), 1:08.80. .

%) was Impressed by

how frlendly everyona

ot the hospital was-
they coutdn’t have been
more accommodating.
They supparted my baby,
my family, and me.”’
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