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Loving care to tender bulbs will preserve them

GARDEN
SPOT

Many poo-
ple enjoy
growing ten-
der bulbs in
the summer
and if time is
spent caring
for  them
‘after they've
finished
their show,
they can be
replanted in
the spring
for another
season  of
enjoyment.
Tender bulbs won't live in cold
weather.

MARTY FIGLEY

Canna, caladium, dahlias,
begoniasg, clephant onrs, oxalis,
pineapple lilies and other exotie
folinge plants and flowers fit into
this category. The folinge on
somao of thom is unbelicvable!
Hugo leaves on elephant enrs or
tiger stripes on a tall canna are
suro to olicit favorablo com-
ments.

You can cither choose to treat
thom as annuals and discard
them, remembering that some of
them are expensive, or hal
them over for another season.
Hore's what to do when frost
blackens the folinge:

Carefully dig up the bulbs so
they won't be damnged. Cut off
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excess folinge and brush off loose
soil. Set the bulbs out in a warm,
dry placo with good air circula-
tion to dry for a day or two.
When dry, brush off remaining
soil, being careful not to bruise
the bulbs when handling, as this
promotes mold,

After the bulba are dry, cut off
any remaining folizge and pack
the bulbs in a few layers of an
appropriate “medium" such as
perlito, vermiculite, cocon hulls,
clean sawdust or poat moss.

Storo in a container with lay-
ers of bulbs separated by your
medium of choice in a dry placo
until spring.

Optimal storage temperatures
vary for different bulbs, but typi-
cally range just under or over 6¢
degroos. Don't worry yourself
needlessly—fow peoplo have
temperature-controtled storngo
arcas; store your bulbs the best
you can. Don't let them freezo,

A few cautions: Tuberous bego-
nins need to be taken care of
before frost. Dahlia stems may
have water in them. Hang them
upside down to drain. When dig-
ging gindioli, you'll notice that
the shriveled old corm is there,
as well a8 new corms. Scparate
them and discard the old, store
the new.

Remember, not all summer-
bleoming bulbs are tender. Lilies,
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Looking for an inexpensive way
to say “Happy Holiday” to your
family, your friends, or perhaps

your loyal customers?
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or le, arc winter hardy, as
are alliums. Hardy summer
bulbs, like most of their spring-
blooming cousing, are perenninl
performera and can over winter
in the garden.

Thanks to the Netherlands
Flower Bulb Information Center
for its input.

Call for colchicums

The eolchicums in my garden
have finished blooming, and
although the flowers didn’t last
very long, I would really miss
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Call for colchicums: Colchicums are sometimes called naked ladies.

them if they weren't there.
Several poople have nsked

what they were so I thought you

might like to learn about them,

dnlcl:icums aro in the lily fam-
ily, not the crocus family (iris),
1tk h they do r ble a cro-

surface. The foliage is quite wide,
8o give them room by spacing
them 8 to 12 inches apart. It may
take n yoar or so for them to
bloom, but be patient.

They like morning sunlight;
afternoon shade is believed to be
I} ficial by prolanging the

cus far more than they do a lily.
They grow from corms rather
than bulbs.

If you order plants by mail,
place your order in the spring.
Otherwise buy them in August
or September and plant them as
soon as you have thom; they
have a tendency to bloom soon
after thoy're out of commercial
storage.

Plant the corms in woell-
drained, fertile soil with the top
of the corm 3 inches below the

blooming peried.

A site under an overhanging
tree or shrub branches will pro-
tect them from heavy rain, hail
or enrly snows,

1 planted my plants in the
wrang location according to this
research, so will transplant them
to a more suitable place next
year. No wonder they wilted in
the hot afternoon sunl

I learn so much from doing
this column. |

There arc many cultivars from

which to choese, so take your
time when you make your selec-
tion. Mark the place where you
plant your colchicums so you
won't disturb their garden place.
Caution: They are poisonous,

Travel plans

Good nowa! Space is still avail-
able on my river cruise to Hol
land, Belgium and the Florid¢.
The carly booking deadline has
been extended to Dec. 31, 20011
For information and/or a2
brochure, call Jean at The World
of Travel, (248)203-0022. Don't
miss this special opportunity.

Marty Figley is an advanced
master gardener based in Birm.
ingham. You can lcave her a mes.
sage by dialing (734) 953-2047
on a touch-tone phone.

M English Gardens will con-
duct free Holiday How To deco-
rating demonstrations Saturday-
Sunday, Nov. 17-18, at all five
stores, including thosc at 6370
Orchard Lake Road in West
Bloomfield {phone (248) 861-
7608) and 4901 Coolidge High-
way in Royal Oak (phone (248)
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280-9500). The demonstrations
will include How to Make n Bow,
noon, 1 p.m., 2 p.m. and 3 p.m.;
How to Light n Tree, 12:16 p.m.,
1:15 p.m., 2:15 p.m. and 3:16
p.m.; Holidny Decorating Trends,
12:30 p.m., 1:30 p.m., 2:30 p.m.
and 3:30 p.m.; and What’s New
in Holiday Lighting, 12:46 p.m.,

~ COMING ATTRACTIONS

OR THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER
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Why not try the
Observer & Eccentric

gc

The Observer & Eccentrie will bo running special
greeting pages on Thanksgiving, Christmas and
Now Year's to give you an opportunity to wisha

Happy Holiday to everyone!
Run in all 3 Holiday Greetings

(Thankngiving, Christma

nd New Yoar's)

g Dat:

o “Thanksgiviag Nevember 33 November 14h
Decembne: e m

% New Yeur's Dreenber 2. December 318t

w For more Information regarding this

ra Kreat promation please calf

E 734-953-2073

o Pax 704-583-2232

.

1:46 p.m., 2:45 p.m. and 3:46
p.m. For the ncarest English
Gardens, call (800) 335-GROW.
B The Metro Detroit Hosta
Socicty will meet 7 p.m. Monday,
Nov. 19, at Congregational
Church of Birmingham, Cran-
brook Road at Woodward in
Bloomfield Hills. Gucst fee $3.
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Make your check payable to: .
The Observer & Eccentric Newspapers, enclose a stamped, self-addressed envelope for returned 5
pholos, the photo to be used, your message, your name and a day time phone number.
mall To: The Observer & Eccentric Newspapers

36251 Schoolcraft Road  Livonia, Mi 48150
Attn: Dylan or call 1-800-879-SELL
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