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Urban elements
Palladium symbolizes downtown
| Birmingham’s new direction

natafford@oc.homecomm.net

A decade ago, downtown Birmingham went to
bed at sundown on most nights.

Foday, there's a hustle-nnd-bustle on mid-week
nights.

The cafe erowd flips through newspapers and
surfs the Internet on lap-tops.

Tocnagers gather on the sidewalk to hold court
and gossip before catching an early flick.

Coupies stroll by shap windows to work off calo-
ries from an in-town dinner.

Families pack the Coney fsland restaurants to
grab a speedy meal.

Thero's no question downtown Birmingham has

. changed. But last week's opening of the Uptown
Palladium Theater at the corner of North Old
Woodward and Homilton, marks a turning point
for the shopping district.

Jacobsan’s spokesman Fred Marx probably put it
best while conversing with patrons at the theater's
grand opening benefit: “This is no small town.”

Like most downtown districts and metropalitan
cities, Birmingham hasn't lost all its small-town
character. It's just that in today's incrensingly com-
petitive and more global marketplace, n more
urban atmosphere appears to be the best way for
Birmingham to survive.

Looks aren’t everything

The mere physical presence of the three-story,
73,500-square-foot Palladium complex awakens
urban ibilities. The Willits omini pro-
ject, just around the corner from the new 12-sereen
theater, only lifics the i i
ambiance.

Of course the impnct of both projects is more
than physical.

Downtown cntertainment and in-town housing
are hallmarks of tho urban experience, both of
which tend to increase the level and time span of
foot traffic. And at least one downtown business,
Java Hutt Cafe, at 207 South Old Woedward, fore-
sees the future: The coffec housce is open 24-hours a

day.

Add to the pot a balance of retail, restaurant,
entertainment and residentinl uses and “what
you've got is o town that's being used 24-hours a
day,” snys John Heiney, Birmingham Principal

Bright lights, big city: The
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day brought a flurry of activity to downtown Birmingham.

Shopping District executive director, adding, “1
think the trend is definitely towards stores having
Inter houra”

Although Heiney was hesitant to describe Birm-
ingham's evolution as urbanization, saying, “1
guess it's more urban,” the principal h ing dis-

downtown merchants is a cosmopolitan one. “From
a retnil point of view, our customers are geiting on
plancs and going to urban citics to shop,” says
Chery) Daskas, a local retailer and principal shop-
ping district board member.

Merch need to nttract shoppers from outside

trict’s materials speak for themscives.

It's new walking map and dircctory contrasts
Birmingham's “Big City fecl” agninst “pedestrian-
friendly streets filled with upscale shopping ..."

The principal shopping district also recently
announced plans to link its Internet site,
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the community, too, says Geoffrey Hockman, local
businessman and principal shopping district bonrd
chair, “We cannot live on our immediate market.
We also need a regional draw.”

Ultimately, Birmingham's evolution doesn’t —
and shouldn't — hinge on Iabels like urban and

www, com, with City3

litan, but rather on market conditions,

Retail perspective

Most downtown rotailers embrace the idea of
endowing Birmingham with urban characteristics.
Many insist it's a matter of survival.

That's partly because the. target customer for

adds Hockman. “Yes, the town is evolving to what
ono wauld say has o more urban fecl. ... Are we a
lnrge city? No. Do we want to evalve into & down-
town that offers retail, entertainment, restaurants,
professionnl services and residential? Yes.”
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Santa Claus
awaits visitors
at area malls, -
downtowns

Santa Claus has set up shop in retail
locations throughout the metropolitan
area including at:

® Summit Place Mall in Watorford,
during regular and extended holiday mall
hours, through Dec. 24 in Santa’s workshop
in Grand Court; photo packages and group
visits available plus each child receives a
gift; for mall hours, call (248) 682-0123.

M Fairlano Town Center in Dearborn,
10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday-Saturday and
noon to 6 p.m. Sunday with extended hours
on Dec. 17 and Christmas Eve, through
Dec. 24 at Senta Stage in Stage Court;
photo packages available and & varicty of
holiday performances planned; for more
details, call (313) §93.3330 or visit
www.shopfairlane.com on the Internet.

| Westland Shopping Center in West-
land, 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday-Saturday
and 11 a.m, to 6 p.m. Sunday, through Dec.
24 in Enst Court; photo packages available;
call (734) 426-6001. .

W Laurel Park Place in Livonla, daily

hours vary, through Dec. 24 in The
Enchanted Forest in bson's court area;
hedule and other inf tion, call

for
(734) 462-1100 or visit www.laurelpark-
place.com on the Internet.

W Somersct Collection in Troy, hours
vary, Monday-Sunday, through Dec, 24 at
the Wynter Castle in North Grand Court;
entertainment in Grand Court, shopping
bag of surprises for children and photo
packages available; reservations are
encouraged; enll the Somersot Castle Net-
work News at (248) 643.4438 or visit
www.th llection.com on the
Internet; Santa breakfasts are 8:30-10 a.m.
Dec. 1, 8, 16 and 22 at South Rotunda;
breakfast tickets are $20 for adults and $10
for children; reservations required; call
(248) 588-2914 or visit www.imagina-
tiontheatre.com on the Internet.

= Santa and real reindeer travel from
The Townsend Hotel to Shain Park in
downtown Birmingham, joining the
mayor and other dignitaries, on stage for
ceremonial lighting of holiday tree, 5:56-
6:30 p.m. Nov. 21; call (248) 433-3550.
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