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he holiday season is here
and so is the Farmington
Observer Cheer Club,

This is our firat year, and we
hope many in the community
will join us in helping the
Farmington Area Goodfellows by
bringing donationa of now toys
(unwrapped) and canncd or
boxed food to our office at 33411
Grand River in downtown
Farmington, during busincss
hours, You may also make
cash donation (checks mado
payable to Farmington Area
Goodfellows).

The items will be collected
until Wedneaday, Dec. 12, when
we turn them over to the
Goodfellows. They'll distribute
the items to needy people in
Farmington and Farmington
Hills, to make sure every child
has n good Christmas,

So if you're out doing your hol-
idny shopping and have a fow
minutes to look for another toy
or moybe n gilt of warm clothing,
your thoughtfulness will be
apprecinted.

Happy Holidays! Pleaas keep
our Cheer Club in mind,

Deck the halls: Join the
Farmington Area Jaycees
for their annual Holiday
—~Pree Lighting Ceremony -
at 6:30 p.m. Saturday,
Dec. 1, at the Warner
Mansion located on
Grand River just a few
blocks west of downtown
Farmington. This event is
free to all and the tradi-
tional hot chocolate will
be flowing. For more
information on the
Jaycees visit their Web
site at www.fajc.org or

call (248) 477-JCCS:
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‘And | laughed when | saw him, in spite of myself..."

Santa was herel: The
City of Farmington
Hills’ annual lighting
ceremony, held Tuesday
includes - as always -
a visit from the Jolly ~
‘Old Elf, Santa Claus
himself After Mayor
Nuncy-Bates, with the-

* help of a crowd of kids,
threw the switch on the
Hills’ munictpal cam-
pus tree lights and
unity candle, Santa vis-
ited with dozens of chil-
dren. Among them were
Jamie LeBlanc and
Taylor Spear, who tell
Santa Claus that
they’ve been good for a

whole year.
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Local suburbs still
segregated, but
increasingly diverse

BY JoN1 HUBRED

STAFY WAITER

Jhubred@oe.homecomm.nct
etroit may be the most racially seg-
regated city in the nation, accarding
to the 2000 census, but local sub-

urbs are oxperinn'cin g = nnq struggling

ton, expori- THE .-
enceda32- | SUBURBAN:
percent e P
increase in X
population,
while

African.
Amori

with ~ani
In Redford, officinls have established
ings 1o got resid

Asian nnci Hispa?l'c populations doubled.

neighborhood ge of
diverso backgrounds talking to each
other. In Canton Township, n controversy
over the observance of Martin Luther
King Jr. Day led to the founding ofa .
human righta commission. ’l'hn'cmen of

F grew by 20 percent;
ita African-American population nearly
tripled, from 288 t0 822.

Livonia, dubbed one of tho whitest
citics in Amorica, experienced o alight
decrease in population, but slight

Livonin, Farmi; and F

Hilla have established similar groups.
the need for them has never been

greater, because suburbs — although still

primarily homogeonous — are dealing

moro and more with diversity.

Farmington Hills grow by 10 percont
overall, but the city’s ethnic d i

n The samo was truo
in Garden City, PI; h and Westland

Council
denies
rezoning

B Hills officials said ‘no’ to
a rezoning request that
would have resulted in
more than 70 condo units
on 7.5 acres at 10 Mile and
Middlebelt Roads.

BY KEVIN BROWN
STAFF WRITER
kbrown@oc.homecomm.not

Condos nt the southwest corner of 10
Mile and Middlebelt roads could work,
but not with too many unita.

That’s what the Farmington Hills
city council members told doveloper
Jeffrey Kaftan on Monday. They voted
6-1 to deny n rezoning that could have
allowed more than 70 conda units on
7.5 acres.

The council vote l:ollu\.vnd the city

3

rezoning
request Oct.
18 and con-
cerns spoken
ot the podium
Monday from
more than a
dozen neigh-

N ‘There’s no
protection for
- the natural fea-
tures of the J |
land.’ _
dJerry Ellis Zf

—Hills councilman

T8,

Backers of
the rezoning
plan said
thero is com-
mercinl devel- .
opment — more intense than condoa ~
nt tho other threo corners on that’
intersection. Attornoy David Nykanen,,
representing one of the property own-:
ers secking the project, said condo
develop: was a logical i
for the Jnnd now zoned for single-fami-
1y detached homes.

He suggested that a council rejection
of the condo development could foree n
lawauit. Mayor Nancy Bates coun-
tered, “If you think suing the city is
faater than putting together a PUD
(planned urban development), I can
assure you it would not.”

Bates suggested that a PUD plan
worked out between the developer and
the city could lower condo density and
make the project more ncceptable to
city officinls and residents. The special

i desi ion gives ial
more control over development, by
allowing them to negotiate certain
aspects of the project.

But several residents said only sin-
gle-family houses would do. “You guys
pasa it, but we have to live with it,”

Plcase sco CONDOS, AZ

Increasing diversity
in Plymouth, Canton
affect school district -

BY TONY BRUSCATO
BTAFF WRITER
tbruscato@onhomecomm.not

quick look at the population

figures of Plymouth-Canton

Community Schools indicates
it’s n moatly whito achool district
loeated in the affluent western sub-
urba of Wayne County. A place
where thero might be little thought
to diversity, when you consider the
2000-01 Pupil Hendcount Repart
from the Michigan Department of
Education nttests the district is

“nearly 88 percent white,

However, despite the overwhelm-
ing numbers, the community s

Also, while percontage increascs range

g and tho diverse population
it’a attracting is becoming uix‘;nleﬁ[;o

ia shopping, safe streets and employ-
ment. Many of those who come here
know others who have moved here,
people they can communicate with.”

Shepard began the ESL program
in 1981 with nbout 100 studenta,
Now, that number is six times high-
er and climbs steadily by about 20
percent cach schoal year.

“Language is everything, and
everything dependa on communica-
tion,” she said.

The ESL program attempts to
start the English-loarning process
carly, working with clomentary stu.
dents a couple of houra a week.

“The younger kids lenrn faster
becauso they mako friends more
quickly and the level of the English -
1 is lower,” said Shepard,

cant. There aro approxl

into tripla digits, they atill don't 1!
into largo b 11 suburba ined

more than 30

between 83- and 96-percent whito.
Karen Bolsen, co-chairwoman of the
Farmi Hills/ Farmi Multira-

grew move dramatically. The city's
African-American population shot from
129 to 5,699, and the number of residents
claiming Asian ancestry noarly tripled,
from 2,870 o 6,188. .

Other Obscrver communities experis
enced an increasing diversity, oven when
their population remained the same;

Tho fastest-growing community, Can-

Ne

cinl Multicultural Council, said the group
has become more proactive. She beliovea
cities bonefit from building underatand-
ing before problems arise.

*You presume thoro are Joss {ssues
because of that,” she said, *but when
issucs do arise, you have o 'k of

who are trying to learn
English in the state’s soventh-largest
school district, And the numbers are
conatantly growing.

Middle and high school students
have ESL classes. :
“The older the student, the harder -
it is to learn English,” sho sald. “It's
harder to jump into school and be
ful beeause you need akills

“The highest popul of those
studenta live in south Canton, whero
thore is more affordnble housing for
people gotting started,” said Sue -
Shepard, the coordinator of the
English as a Second Language-Bilin-

resources to holp resolve them bofore
they become volatile,” .

wsroom: 248-477-545

gual dop. "We live in nn aren
many people want to be, where there
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h

beaides just Engliah.”

With the influx of n diverso popu- .
Jation comes the need to understand
others in order to live, work and play

together.
Within the past couple of yoars,
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