’
'

’
13
.

630

DAN O'MERRA. -

2001 Hawks rate
a place in history

It was predictable, because it hop-
pens every year now. And that's
because Farmington Harrison's foot-
ball team seems to win a stato cham-
plonship cvery year,

Veteran conch John Herrington -
chief guardian of the Hawk tradition
and long-reigning king of its gridiren
dynésty —~ was presented with what
has become a perennial question.

Following a 28-8 win over Fruitport
Snturday night in the Division 3 state
final, reporters wanted to know if this
waa the best team he has had in his
32 years at Harrison.

Herrington dodged the question, as

you might expect, but dnd say — “Thia
team is one of the beat we've had.”

Indced, it is. But the real question
this time is one others have raised
during the past season. Is the 2001
Harrison team the best high achool
team of all time in Michigan?

That might scem nbsurd to some,
but coaches Chuck Gordon (Westland
John Glenn), Brad Bush (Chelsea)
and Tom Hoover (Allen Park) didn’t
think so, They said the Hawks would
get their votes, and I don’t belicve
they weren’t just saying that for PR
purpoges.

Hawks set offensive standard

I think the 2001 Hawks had the
best offense in Harrison history. It's
hard to argue against a school-recoi
points.

Dofanslvcly. I'd have to say the
Hawks have been aa good in the past
but not necessarily better. An average

of nine pamt: allowed. per game i .

impressive, and the Hawka stayed
strong on defense despite losing three
staters along the way.

But tho best ever? That covers a lot
of years and good teams. The first
that comes to mind is the 1973 Sogi-
naw Arthur Hill ballelub, which
outscored nine opponents, 443-0, and
won the mythical Class A title.

Dearborn Divine Child's 1873 team
was darn good, too. The Falcons were
Class B champs and had one of the
great pussing combinations in state
hiswl:y in Gary Forystek and Ed Kas-
pare]

Both went to Notre Dame, and
Forystek was the starting QB. But
then he got hurt, and that opened the
door for some guy named Joe Mon-
tana, As they eay, the rest is history.

The 1876 Brother Rice team with
five sons of former Detroit Lions and

a slew of college talent was prutty

good, too, :
And I'd bo remiss if 1 didn't mention

the North Farmington ballclub with
Drew Mahalic (Notre Dame) and
Mike Gow (Illinois) that wos named
Class A state champion of 1970, . N

There have been many fine. t.nnmf‘l

at achools such as Detroit Catholic
Central, Forndale, Ann Arbor Pio-
neer, Muskegon, Royal Oak Kimball,

. Dearborn Fordson, Bay City Central,

ete. The list could continue.

But I wouldn't hesitate to put sev-
eral Harrison teams, especially the
last two, in tho same class with those.

“I don’t think you can compars
teams like that,” Herrington said,
“People have o tendency to look at the
team that's here now and forget how
good some other teams were,”

Harrison emphasizes the pass
‘This year's Harrison tonm, like
Divine Child in 1973, had an out.
standing game led by Drew Stanton
and Agim Shabaj - n pair of all-
staters who will play colloge bell at
the same schoeol (Michigan State), too.
‘The one thing that separates Harri-
son from the vast majority of prep
programs end diatinguishes the 2001
team from many of the g'renl. ones of
the past is a superior pnssing gnme.
Even in the years when they didn't
have Mill Coleman or Stanton, the
Hawks have always had a good quar.
terback (Plamen Mngdevski, Andy
Fitzpatrick, Joe Pesci, Kovin Bam-
bcm:k. Jared Hopkins and Dave Pescl
in the 1890s alone) and a better-than-
average passing attack.
The emphasis on it and the dovelop-
mont of it is whero Herrington's
conching genius truly lies, I believe.
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State champlons. Farmin

ton Harrison seniors (left to right) Dave Condeni (11), Steve Wolff,
Drew Stanton and Terrill Mayberry celebrate after receiving the Division 3 championship trop

Hawks win 5th state title in row

Harrison defeats Fruitport
in Division 3 contest, 28-6

End zone-bound: Quarterback Drew Stanton passe;idfnr two touch-

downs and ran 24 yards (above) for another Satu
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BY RICBARD L. 8HOOK
STAFY WRITER

Tom Mach reached into his bag of
tricks and pulled out something that
wasn’t even there a week ego.

Quarterback Tom Jakacki threw a2
yard touchdown pasa to Ryan Wrobles-
ki on fourth down Saturday to give
Detroit Catholic Central the Division
stnte championship with a 24.21 win
over Utica Eismm\xﬁer. i

Mach arder;up a pasa on fourth d
and short?. "

That’s neatly as unlhinkuh]u
hamburger with no heat, .

*I Jearped iy leasdn last year,” Mnél

said, ucnl]ing @ 14-13-1osa to the | anma .

team in'the atate somifinals,-

“They;shutour running nmn duvn{.‘

\Va dldrﬂ't ntqh. pnnlng untll

o
“Wo wnm.ec{ to \ue lmle mors ba’l‘,
anco thia year, use thmrun ‘and pass,

ay night.

when Mike Banaszak bulled 11 yards
on first down,

* But thon he lost a yard, sophomore
Derck Brooks made it back to the 8 and
tllmn the two on successive running

nya
P Tho Eagles, with 1:31 to go, called

“their third timoout of the 40-yard

drive. Mach knew instantly what he

: wAnu:d to do.

- He was going to call a play the
Shamrocks put in at the start of Lhn
practice week.

.*We worked on it this week -pechl-
ly,” Mach said. “They hadn't seen that
plny. becauho we'd never shown it. ..

t was the play that crossed my
mind. Bm 'llhr v.lm about 25 othur

pl
llfwn numn mm  going to Ryan on

CC reached Eisent ’a 3-yard lirid
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BY DAN O'MEARA
STAFF WRITER
domeara@oo.homecomm.net

Fruitport’s downfall was the one
thing it had hoped to avoid, that which
it could least afford to do.

It gave Farmington Harrison posses-
sion of tho football and, furthermore,
conceded field position in doing so. .

A football in the hands of Harrison
quarterback Drew Stnnton and hln

mates was o well

im Shabaj (10), Aaron Kennedy, i
phy Saturday night at the Silverdome.

Wrestling D2
Boys golf D4

Thuesitny, November 28, 2001
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hnmpwnshxp tenm,” Stanton smd.
“Now we've won five in a row, and it's
vory npecml to be a part of Hnrmon
football.”

Unlike last year's 42-0 pustmg of
East Lansing in the championship
game, this one wasn't the rout many

danger for opposing teams, and the
Division 38 state final Saturdoy night
was no different.

The Hawks capitalized on several
early mistakes by the Trojans to take
an carly lend and eventually a 28-8 win
in the Pontlac Silverdome.

1t was the fifth ivo stato title

people thought they'd see as K-‘rultport
held ison to ita lowest point uunl
of the season.

But the Hawks (14-0) weren’t in dad
ger of losing cither, not after the ball
took o few fortunato bounces and they
grabbed a three-TD lead.

That forced the Trojans, who needed
to contml the ball and the clock, to play

and 12th overall for Harrison, which
set racords in both categories and
nxmnded its winning streak to 36

'Vcry few kida get to play on a atate

and run-ori d Fruitport
(13.1) didn t have the qun:chcriug
offense to be able to do that. 11

Fruitport made three mistakes, ucf\!-
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