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11 boys and girls, naughty or

nice, know Santa Claus will

soon be checking his Christmas
Jist - and checking it twice. That
means Farmington and Farmington
Hills youngsters need to get their lot-
ters to the Jolly Old EIf written and
headed to the North Pale,

Once ngain this year, the Farming-
ton Observer is asking youngsters to
send us their letter to Santa along
with their achool photo to appear in
the Sunday, Dec. 23, edition, To make
sure we have time to forward the let-
ters to the North Pole, get the letters
to ua no later than Menday, Dec. 17,

Send your letters to Santa, care of
the Farmington Observer, 83411
Grand River, Farmington, MI 48336.

Planning Commisslon:
The Farmington Hills
Planning Commission
will meet at 7:30 p.m. on
Thursday, Dec. 6 at City
Hall to conduct a regular
—.meeting and study-ses-. -
sion. On the regular
agenda are reviews of
site plans for a day care
center at 24423 Orchard
Lake Road and a car
dealership at 38700
Grand River. At their
study session, members
will discuss wetland mit-
igation for the Farming-
ton Corporate Campus
and zoning text amend-
ments.
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Schoal.

best schools.

11 tho pieces of the puzzle fell together Friday afternoon,
as students, stalf and parents celebrated Hillside Ele-
entary School's designation as a National Blu Ribbon

Hillside achioved statewide Blue Ribbon status lost
year. This year's award puts it among 284 of the nation’s

Student David Choy defined “national” for those atu-
dents who weren't quite sure what it meant: “National

Hillside celebrates new honor

bon cutting ceremeny, a papier-miché replica took its
place. Student Nayoung Chung, joined by Hillside staffer
Raidn Sheena and parent Mrs, Rana Souboni, dispatched
the tissue paper with a cardboard scissors.

Their teamwork symbolized a theme carried through
during the hour-long program. Former principal Jan Col-
liton, now nssistant superintendent, said the award
“stands for 11 long years of people working hard togeth-
er. It {s an honor, a real honer), to sce the Blue Ribben

spirit lives on.”

Obrizak.

"\\_lu'm very proud,” snid current principal Kathy
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Marino
plans

unveiled

#l Farmington Hills Plan-
ning Commissioners got a- -
ook at expansion plans for
the city’s golf course
Thursday. Residents will
have a chance to comment
on Dec. 3.

BY KEVIN BROWN
STAFF WRITER ~
kbrown@oe.homecomm.net

The 11 Pines-San Marino golf course
expansijon project drew good reviews
Thursday from planning commission:
ers and the public. .

“All we're doing is tweaking it
because you've done a good job,” said
Planning Commissioner Robert Bruek-
ner, after a three-hour presentation
which inciuded questions from com-

Colliton,
superintendent and
former Hillside Ele-
mentary principal
(left), gives students
the high sign as she
and student council
president Andrea
Kendall display a
sign that will be post-
ed along Eleven Mile
Road, The Blue Rib-
bon School 2001
award is.a national
honor. Students,
staffers and families
gathered Friday
afternoon for a cele- .
bration of their
achievement. Above,
Hillside's Choir sings
“Lean On Me" for the
awards assembly.

means a whole country, including all of the states.”
While Farmington Public Scheols officials were intro-
duced, the program was all Hillside's Huskics, with
music provided by the school choir, under the direction of
Mr. Lee, grade lovel skits, plaque and flag presentations.
Since it wasn't pessible to haul the decorative rock
placed in front of the echoal inside for a special blue rib-

The Blue Ribbon designation, on both the state and
national levels, is based on on evaluation of tha achool's
standards, curriculum, i and par hi
as well a8 student assessment and performance. Hillside
was also given apecial recognition for ita inclusive specinl
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Crash kills
Illinois man

A 76-year-old man from Highland
Park, Ill,, was killed Thursday evening
in on accident on 12 Mile Road, just
east of Orchard Lake. -

Police said the driver was pulling
onto 12 Milo Road {rom northbound

- Stansbury, whon his car was struck by
an cast-bound eport utility vehicle,.

driven by n 30-year-old Southfiold
woman, Both drivers were alone in
their vehicles.

According to Sgt. Patrick Comini,
tho victim was takon to Botsford Hoa.
pital by Community EMS, whore he
was pronounced dead. Police say alco-
hol is not believed to be a factor,

While an investigation into the crash
continucs, Police Chief Bill Dwyoer sald
the SUV driver would probably not be
charged with any infraction. A traffic
reconstructionist from within the
department is evaluating the acene.

Comini sald the name of the victim
may be roleased edrly next week..

The 50 residents who looked on in
the council chambers at Farmington
Hills city hall were not asked to com-
ment on the plan. Questions and com-
ments will be taken at a public hearing
on the Eleven Mile-Halsted area pro-
ject at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Dec, 12.

Project manager Albert Ludwig
paraded before commissioners a team
of designers responsible for project ele-
ments - the golf course expansion, new
club house, 80 condo units nnd?

Hills parks and recreation nﬂ'u:ls ¥
garage, . .
City Manager Steve Brock spi

residents three times passed parks.find

recreation millages that includod a aa\%_

"'course expansion. The city spent
million for the 11 Pines property
southwest of San Marino and $1.1 mil-
lion far an additional parcel, added to
the 90-ncre development. The city pro-
jects spending $10 million to develop
the project, to be paid for through bond
snles, a land sale to the condo develop-
er and golf course proceeds.

Commissioners Paula Hayes and
Khalil Atasi asked Chuck Olsen, parks
and recreation facility designer, if foot-
ings for the building might disturb the

Plcase see SAN MARINO, A2

nmnmu. B
Forel: Plans were unveiled
Thursday for San Marino.

Survey says: Time gives students a different
perspective about Farmington Schools’ quality

BY JON1 HUBRED
BTAFY WRITKR
jhubred@os.homecomm.net
The vosults of the first-over Farming-
ton Public Scheols Senior Exit Survey

are in, giving officinls and administra-
tors a look at how this spring'a gradu-

ates feol about their achool experience. «

Barbara Cherem, Dircctor of Assess-
ment, Evaluation and Speeial Projects,
anid tho survey was done

Board membors saw the overall sur-
vey results at their Nov, 20 meeting. A

* break-out of reaponses ftpm! cn‘ch high

tion would bo interested in.”
Students were nsked queations that
relnted to general school climate and

scheol is

“They can go through that with their
dopartment chaira and NCA (North
Centra] Accreditation) team,” Cherem
snid. “There's different people with dif-
forent intercats. The climate of the
school is.a major issue tho administra-

demic quality. In addition, Cherem
gaid, the survey included questions
about preparation for being a reaponsi
ble citizen and participation in the
arts, which were identified as indica-
tors of student succesa at a community
meeting held last year,
Though the participation
lovels were vastly different,

bocause the district had got-
ten o poor reaponso from sur-
voys sent to graduates a year
after they loft the district.

Only 127 graduates from
the Class of 2000 returned
surveys; 527 came back from
2001 graduates, .

*We had the largest
responsa from North, and o
good ropresentation from
both Farmington and Harri-
son,” Cherem sald.

Senior Exit Survey

Overall Academic Preparation
Excellent/Above Average-ss.s%

Preparing for Life After High School
. Excellent/Above Average-45.5%

comparisons were made
between the Class of 2000
und Class of 2001. Overall,
students who had been out
of the district far a year
rated Farmington Schools
higher. In overall academic
preparation, use of technolo-
gy and teachers showing an
interest or helping with
problema, positive responses
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