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Author unravels
mystery of two
Christmases

ynthia Reynolda atill tramps
through the woods every year
before Christmas to cut down a
tree to decorate for the holidays. It's
part of the tradition passed down
from her parents years ago in snowy
New England. After chopping down

* an avergreen, well actually more than

one, her family hung hand-made
ornaments on the branches and then
added a final touch - a star on the
very top.

The tradition of decorating trees is
just ono of the mysteries Reynolds
unravels in her now book S ia for
Star: A Christmas Alphabet, which
she'll sign today at Jacobson's in Livo-
nin. Winfrid, an English missionary
later known as St. Boniface, used the
avergreen tree as a sign sent from
God to pagan German tribesmen
1,200 years ngo. Winfrid had cut down
the pagans’ massive cak tree wor-
shipped as a symbol of the god Thor.
The overgreen, like a miracle, sprang
up in its place. Centurics later Ger-
man religious leader Martin Luther
was the firat to Jight candleson a

tree. They sym-

bolized the
What: Cynthia stars in heaven.
Reynolds signs The star in the
coples of her new | east that guided
book the three Wise
When: 1-2:30 p.m. [ Men to bring
Sunday, Dec, 2 gifts to a new-
Where: Jacobson's | born baby in a
In Laurel Park manger is what
Piace, Six-Mile inspired
and Newburgh, Reynolds to
Livonla, write her book

about the two
Christmases she grew to know in
New England and later.when living in
the Midwest and on the enst coast,

“I had the idea since (I was) a kid
that there were two Christmases with
Baby Jesus and Santa and mistletoe.
Then when I had children they had
questions,” said Reynolds from her
home in Scio Township halfway
between Ann Arbor and Dexter. “1
thought I was the only one who had
those questions why there were two
different Christmnses, I found that all
traditions related to the baby in the
manger. Gift giving goes back to the
Wise Men, fcasting is rooted in the
Jewish High Holy Days.

“My dad's family was German,
mam'a was from New England. There
were four girts in the family and we'd
usunlly come home with six trees
because wa couldn't decide, then give
somo of them to the neighbors. My
mother was the original Martha
Stewart. She'd decorate every inch of
the house and we'd exchange gifts.
Everything goes back to the roota in
the Bible atory of that first Christ-
mas.”

Reynolds combines verses from the
Bible story with holiday customa from
around the world which she
researched in old books inherited
from her grandporents and parenta
who wero educators, Hor original text
was three times longer than the pub-
lished book.

*“We alwaya scemed to move into
areas with ethnic flavor, Dutch areas
of New Jersoy, Eastern European
arcas in Omaha. My life has been a

A 1s for angel: Cynthia
Reynolds reveals holiday tra-
ditions from around the world
that celebrate the birth of the
Christ Child in her book S is
for Star: A Christmas Alpha-
bet.
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hen the curtain rises on The

Nuteracker ballet Dee. 8,

Cameron Groenenwoud will
finally realize her dream of dancing
the character Clara in Poter
Tchaikovsky's magical ballet. Grae-
newoud first aspired to the role at the
age of 4 upon seeing the Plymouth-
Canton Bailet Company’s production.
Eight years Inter she joins the 70-
membor company as the young girl
dreaming about o land of sugar and
sweets as she dances to the music of
the Plymouth Symphony Orchestra.

*It's like a dream come true,” snid
Groonenwoud, o seventh-grade stu-
dent nt West Middle School in Ply-
mouth. “I always wanted to be part of
it = the magic kingdom where the
Nuteracker takes her to the casile
and shows her everything. It's o mag-
ical, fantasy world.” .

Groenenwoud especially likes part-
nering with Nutcracker James Payne
of Narthville. It's something she
nover had the opportunity to do dur-
ing nine ycars of studies at Bunny
Sanford’s School of Dance in Livonia.
There’s more partacring this year in
general because of the addition of six
new boya to the production, which fol-
lows ETA Hoffman's story The Nut-
cracker and Mouse King. Guest
dancers Amanda Jarman of the
Cincinnati Ballet and David Palmer,
a member of Maximum Dance Com-
pany, partner as the Sugar Plum
Fuairy and Cavalier. .

your partner,” said Groenenwoud,
who'd like to make dance her life, As
it is sho's at Bunny Sanford’s achool
six evenings a week learning new
steps and teaching them to younger
dancers.

“I'd like to do it again next year if 1
don't outgrow the part.”

Even if she does grow too tall for
the role of Clara, company artistic
director Dawn Greene thinks Groe-
nenwoud could one day dance the role
of Snow Queen, or the ultimate Nut-
cracker dream - the Sugar Plum
Fairy.

“I tell all the children to learn all
the roles in case someonc gets sick,”
said Greene, who chorcographed new
Spanish and Arabian numbers for
this year’s ballet.

Megan DeShong didn’t have to
learn a new role for The Nutcracker
this holiday seagon, but she did have
to awitch productions. For the last
three years, she played Clara with
the Rockettes at the Fox Theatre in

“It kind of makes you feel like—
you're floating, but you have to trust
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Young dancers realize roles in land of sugar plums

nchantlng story: Megan DeShong is Clara in the Livonia

Symphony Orchestra and Dearborn Ballet Theatre Nutcrack-

er. DeShong previously danced t
the Rockettes at the Fox Theatre.

Detroit but grew too tall. She contin-
ues in the role with Dearborn Ballet
Theatre and the Livonia Symphony
Orchestra Dec. 8 at Churchill High
School in Livonin. Guest artists are
Jennifer Provins and Karl Von

he role for three years with

Rabenau of the Milwaukee Ballet and
Livonia Churchill High School
Choralation. Their first performances
took place Thanksgiving weekend at
the new Ford Community and Per-
forming Arts.Center in Dearborn

Nutcracker Ballets
® Livonia Symphony Orchestra with the Dearborn Ballet Theatre, 7:30

B Plymouth Symphony Orchestra with Plymouth-Canton Ballet C
11 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 8, and 2 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 9, in Ply-
mouth Salem High School Auditorlum, 46181 Joy Road, Canton. Tickets
$18, $10 children. Call (734) 461-2112 .
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whero the joint production filled 500
of the 1200 seats. N

“It was like a professional show,”
snid DeShong, who began dancing at
age 4 and at age 14 is a ninth-grade
student at Dearborn High School.
“It's fun. I do a lot of dancing and
have to act a lot, too. It was so great.”

st

Artistic director Loni Lane says -
that's because she expanded the sizo '
of the company from 100 to 160 to fill
the larger stage at the performing
arts center. Dancers from Livonia,
Westland, Canton, Plymouth, Red-
ford, Dearborn, Birmingham and
Pontiac were caat for the parts.

“There's o new Waltz of Flowers
with 28 dancers instend of 14,” snid
Lane. “We haveé ail new choreagraphy,
a lot more little boys, and a lot of new
costumes, scenery and props.

“Our Nutcracker explains the story,
makes it more understanding for chil-
dren. It's very animated. The children
(as young as age 4) have a big role._
They do a lot of the acting and are;”
involved in almost every scene. The-?
mice are adults, huge 6-foot mice -
medeled after those in the New York
City Ballet. They're whimaical, not
scary, but cute mice. We have a huge
box filled with baby dolla who are.
wound up and dance”

And like Groenenwoud and

DeShong someday one of the young.
dancing dolls will grow into

<
dream of playing Clara, \V/
AV}
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p.m. Saturday, Dec. 8, at Churchill High School Auditorium, 8900 New- R
burgh, north of Joy Road, Livonla. Tickets $16, $10 Call
{734) 4254855 Hollday classlc: Cameron

T d plays Clara in
The Nutcracker production by
the Plymouth-Canton Ballet
Company and the Plymouth

Symphony Orchestra.
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Lois Beznos urges anyone wanting to
hear internationally-known pianist
Daniel Barenboim perform Chopin and
Beothoven sonatas Monday, Dec, 10 not
to wait even though seating has been
added to the main floor of Orchestra
Hall, Tickets for the Chamber Music
?u(oty of Detroit program are selling
fast.

Part, of tho reason is because Baren.
boim hasn't appoared in the metro
Deotroit area for 37 years but anyone
with an interest in classical music
knows of his extensive porformance
experionce as a pianist and conductor
of the Chicage Symphony Orcheatra. It
was just last year he celebrated the
50th anniversary of his debut aa a
pianist at age 7 in Buonos Aires with a
acries of recitnls at Carnegio Hall in
New York City.

“Danie! Barenboim is acknowledged
throughout the world,” snid Beznos,
president of the Chamber Music Soci-
oty of Detroit based in Farmington

Hills. *His reputation as a .concert
pianiat spana continents, I heard him
play in Chicago and nt Carnegie Hall
in New York City last scason where he
did the whole scries of Beothoven piano
concertos, He is a genius at what he .
does. A don't have an opp:

nity to hear him in recital, It's a great
rarity. The moment we announced the
concort last epring peoplo atarted to
buy tickets.”

Originally Inst spring, a Community
Dinlogue on Peace in the Middlo East
was to be held in conjunction with the
recital by Barenboim who's held music
workshopa for Jawish and Arab stu-
donta so thoy could communicate with
each other. Sadly, it waa discontinued
after the torroriat attacks of Sept. 11
but Beznos hopes to try to bring mom-
bers of the Arab and Jowish communi-
ty togother in the future in a similar

program. .

In the meantime, the Chamber Music
Socioty of Dotroit presenta the planiat
who made his American debut in New
York in 1957 with Leopold Stokowaki .
conducting. M

Keely Kaloskl-Wygonik, Editor 734-953-2105

hamber Music Society series bris notables to town

Born to parents of Jewish-Russinn
‘descent in Buenos Aires in 1942,
Barenboim wes inspired carly to
become a pianist by his mother who
gave him lessons from age 6. Over the
years, he's concertized throughout the
U.S., Europe, Japan, Auatralia, and
Now Zealand. As a conductor he's led
tho New Philharmonia Orchestra in
London, Orchestre de Paris and Chica-
go Symphony Orchestra since 1891. He
was named genoral music director of
the Deutache Staatsoper Berlin in
1992, And the list goes on.

Barenboim's crcdentials as an
acelaimed musician ave typical of per-
formors presented in the Chamber
Music Society of Detroit series. Upcom-
ing concerts include programa by The
Shaghai Quartet Saturday, Jan. 19 and
violinlat' Joshua Bell Thuraday, Fob. 7.
Boznoa credits sponsors such as Com-
erica Private Banking and Scott Shup-
trine Furniture for helping to secure
somo of tho finest porformers in classi-
cal music today.
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in recltal: Daniel Barenboim
performs a program of sonatas
by Chopin and Beethoven.

kwygonik@oe.homecomm.net




